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World Champions!

Rosenblum Cup Winners: (l. to r.) Pierre Zimmermann, Franck Multon,
Tor Helness, Geir Helgemo, Piotr Gawrys, Michal Klukowski

McConnell Cup Winners: (l. to r.) Sally Brock, Fiona Brown, Karen McCallum,
Lynn Baker, Irina Levitina, Kerri Sanborn, Beth Palmer (npc)

Rand Cup Winners: (l. to r.) Mark Lair, Jacek Pszczola (coach) Michal Kwiecien,
Steve Garner, Krzysztof Martens, Petra Hamman (npc), Reese Milner, Hemant Lall
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The Master Point Press IBPA Book of the Year

From the publisher:

Bridge is a game of communication between
partners. As such, the methods of communication
used in bridge — the bids we make during the
auction and cards we play on defense — constitute
a language. Understanding how to speak that
language requires more than learning what the
different “words” mean; one must know how and
why to use these “words.”

Like words in a sentence, an individual bid’s meaning
will be augmented and amplified by the context of
the auction and sequence of other bids. In order to
learn to speak this language fluently, we also have to
learn to think correctly. As when we are speaking
English, we use our bridge language (“Bringlish”) in
the pursuit of a goal. The goal of bidding is to get to
the best contract, not to follow some rules or
“describe your hand.” The goal of defense is setting
the contract or taking the maximum number of
tricks, not telling partner what you hold or giving
the “right” signal.

Kit Woolsey tackles this subject in characteristic
style: clear and logical analysis, supported by
numerous example hands. Kit’s unique perspective
on bridge offers insights valuable to players of all
levels.

Barry Rigal presents Kit
Woolsey with the MPP IBPA
Book of the Year Award at

the AGM in Orlando

Kit Woolsey,  The Language of Bridge, 2017, 317
pp, paperback, $19.95; Bridge Winners Press



3

The Alan Truscott Memorial Award
The Alan Truscott Memorial Award for 2018 goes to Bridge Baron, competitor in the

2017 Computer Bridge World Championship, its developer Stephen Smith,

and the author of the article on that Championship, Ron Tacchi

The Alan Truscott Award is presented periodically to
an individual or organisation that, in the opinion of
the IBPA Executive, has done something in the world
of bridge that Alan would have approved of and
appreciated. Alan was an IBPA Executive member,
serving as its president from 1981 to 1985 and was
the long-time bridge editor of the New York Times.
Alan was also a fine player: before leaving Great Britain
for the United States, Alan represented Great Britain
internationally, earning a first and second in the
European Team Championships and a third in the
Bermuda Bowl. Before such things were forbidden, he
served as the NPC for Bermuda and Brazil in World
Championships.

The 21st World Computer

Championship
Ron Tacchi, Vaupillon, France

In the World Computer Bridge Championships, the
leading scores in the seven-team Round Robin were:
Wbridge5 74.36, Synrey Bridge 69.65, Micro Bridge 65.87,
RoboBridge 62.52. In the ensuing 64-board semifinals,
Wbridge5 defeated RoboBridge 194-109 and Synrey
Bridge beat Micro Bridge 131-92. In the final, Wbridge5,
created by Yves Costel, topped Synrey, 111-105. Details
can be found at

www.bridgebotchampionship.com.

Al Levy, coordinator of the World Computer
Championships, showed me this example from Round 6
of good defence and equally good play; Micro Bridge faced
Bridge Baron.

Dealer West. Both Vul.

[ K 6 4 2
] 8 6
{ 8 6
} Q 8 6 3 2

[ A 10 7 [ Q J 9 5 3
] 4 2 ] 10 9
{ K J 7 3 2 { Q 10 4
} K 7 5 } J 10 4

[ 8
] A K Q J 7 5 3
{ A 9 5
} A 9

West North East South

BB MB BB MB
1{ Pass 1[ 4]
Pass Pass Pass

West got off to an excellent start by leading a trump.
Any other card but a trump or the ace of spades would
have given away the contract. Declarer won, took another
round of trumps (the robot computed that it would be
unlikely to be able to ruff a diamond in dummy) and led
a low spade. West again made the right play of rising with
the ace. West shifted to a low diamond to East’s queen,
which declarer ducked. East continued with the four of
diamonds, taken by declarer’s ace. On the run of the
trump suit, West discarded a club and (very slowly – a lot
of computing power went into this decision) the two
diamond honours, thus avoiding the throw-in and taking
the contract down. That was extremely well-defended
by Bridge Baron to defeat the wiles of Micro Bridge.
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Open Pairs Winners:

Mikael Rimstedt & Ola Rimstedt

Women’s Pairs Winners:
Anne-Laure Huberschwiller & Véronique Bessis

Mixed Teams Winners:

Debbie Rosenberg,
Michael Rosenberg,
Melanie Manfield,

Bill Pettis,
Beth Palmer,

Bill Cole

Senior Pairs Winners: Marc Jacobus & Mike Passell

Mixed Pairs Winners:
Franck Multon & Sylvie Willard
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Rosenblum Open Teams

1. ZIMMERMANN: Piotr Gawrys, Geir Helgemo, Tor Helness,
Michal Klukowski, Franck Multon, Pierre Zimmermann

2. LAVAZZA: Alejandro Bianchedi, Dennis Bilde, Norberto Bocchi, Giorgio Duboin, Agustin Madala,
Antonio Sementa, Maria Teresa Lavazza (npc), Massimo Ortensi (coach)

=3. ALLFREY: Alexander Allfrey, Edward Jones, Thomas Paske, Andrew Robson
=3. SPECTOR: Vincent Demuy, John Hurd, John Kranyak, Warren Spector, Gavin Wolpert, Joel Wooldridge

Open Pairs

1. Mikael Rimstedt – Ola Rimstedt
2. Joe Grue – Brad Moss

3. Boguslaw Gierulski – Jerzy Skrzypczak

McConnell Women’s Teams

1. BAKER: Lynn Baker, Sally Brock, Fiona Brown, Irina Levitina, Karen McCallum,
Kerri Sanborn, Beth Palmer (npc)

2. SMITH: Kathrine Bertheau, Jessica Larsson, Paula Leslie, Solvi Remen, Nicola Smith, Yvonne Wiseman

=3. APEROL: Tatiana Dikhnova, Victoria Gromova, Anna Gulevich, Catherine d’Ovidio,
Tatiana Ponomareva, Sylvie Willard

=3. BARONI: Irene Baroni, Véronique Bessis, Anne-Laure Huberschwiller, Simonetta Paoluzi

Women’s Pairs

1. Véronique Bessis – Anne-Laure Huberschwiller
2. Candace Griffey – Kathy Sulgrove

3. Huang Yan – Wang Nan

Rand Senior Teams

1. MILNER: Steve Garner, Michal Kwiecien, Mark Lair, Hemant Lall, Krzysztof Martens,
Reese Milner, Petra Hamman (npc), Jacek Pszczola (coach)

2. CHINA EVERTRUST: Lin Rongqiang, Shen Mingkun, Shen Xiaonong, Sun Ming, Tao Jian Hua
=3. SILVERMAN: Robert Lebi, Barnet Shenkin, Neil Silverman, Fred Stewart

=3. WOLFSON: David Berkowitz, Bart Bramley, Bob Hamman, Michael Rosenberg, Jeff Wolfson, Kit Woolsey

Senior Pairs

1. Marc Jacobus – Mike Passell
2. Apolinary Kowalski – Jacek Romanski

3. Mark Itabashi – Eddie Wold

Mixed Teams

1. MANFIELD: William Cole, Melanie Manfield, Beth Palmer, William Pettis, Debbie Rosenberg, Michael Rosenberg
2. WILSON: Sally Brock, Ricco van Prooijen, Richard Ritmeijer, Magdalena Tichá, Chris Willenken, Alison Wilson

3. FERM: Daniela von Arnim, Sjoert Brink, Bas Drijver, Barbara Ferm, Christina Lund Madsen, Simon de Wijs

Mixed Pairs

1. Franck Multon – Sylvie Willard
2. Petra Hamman – Hemant Lall

3. Bénédicte Cronier – Philippe Cronier

Medal Winners
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11th Rosenblum Cup
Barry Rigal, NYC

Brian Senior, Nottingham

Jos Jacobs, Maarn

Jerry Li, Beijing

Mark Horton, Shrewsbury, Shrops.

Ron Tacchi, Vaupillon, France

David Bird, Eastleigh, Hants.

Ana Roth, Buenos Aires

Ron Klinger, Northbridge, NSW

(Due to space and time constraints, the other events will
be covered next month.)

This year’s Rosenblum comprised 96 teams, with
players from 43 countries. They played a two-day, 10-
match x 10-board qualifying, with the top 64 teams
proceeding to full-day knockout matches, excepting
the day-and a-half final. Fancied teams included: CAYNE
(Cayne/Sontag, Donati/Tokay, Lauria/Versace);
DIAMOND (Brogeland/Lindqvist, Diamond/Platnick);
FLEISHER (Fleisher/Martel, Greco/Hampson, Grue/
Moss); LAVAZZA (Bianchedi/Madala, Bilde/Duboin,
Bocchi/Sementa); NICKELL (Katz/Nickell, Levin/
Weinstein, Meckstroth/Rodwell); SPECTOR (Demuy/
Kranyak, Hurd/Wooldridge, Spector/Wolpert); and
ZIMMERMANN (Gawrys/Klukowski, Helgemo/
Helness, Multon/Zimmermann). Every one of those

teams contained players with multiple World
Championships.

Swiss Qualifying Round 1

MCALLISTER v VICKY (Rigal)

Board 4. Dealer West. Both Vul.

[ 5 2
] A
{ A K J 6 5 3
} A 10 9 2

[ K 10 4 [ Q J 8 3
] K Q J 5 4 3 ] 8 7 6 2
{ 9 8 2 { 7
} 4 } Q 8 7 3

[ A 9 7 6
] 10 9
{ Q 10 4
} K J 6 5

West North East South

Andresen Hans Johansen Hung
2] 3]1 5] 5NT2

Pass 6{ Pass Pass
Pass
1. Bid 3NT with a heart stop
2. Pick a slam

Andy Hung did well over five hearts to infer that, from
the fact that his partner’s minor wasn’t solid, his three-

15th World Bridge Series
Orlando,  Sept. 21-Oct. 6, 2018
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heart bid suggested that he had extras. Additionally,
Hung inferred that the opponents’ competing to the
five-level made a singleton heart opposite more likely
than not.

Hans won the heart lead, drew trumps, ducked a
spade, ruffed the heart continuation, then played the
ace and another spade, ruffing. That got him a complete
inferential count on the West hand and allowed him
to play the club ace and run the ten with complete
confidence, resulting in a gain of 13 IMPs against the
620 achieved in the other room.

Swiss Qualifying Round 4

EMERALD v BULLYS (Senior)

Board 15. Dealer South. NS Vul.

[ 10 7 2
] Q 8 7 6 3 2
{ 9
} K Q 10

[ 9 8 [ 4
] J 10 4 ] A K 9 5
{ K Q 10 6 5 4 3 { A 8 2
} 5 } A 9 8 7 4

[ A K Q J 6 5 3
] —
{ J 7
} J 6 3 2

Both tables in the match I watched declared five
spades doubled after East/West had bid to five
diamonds. That contract was two off at one table on
club ruffs, making at the other on no clubs ruffs.

However, in EMERALD versus BULLYS …

West North East South

Barel Lee Zack Burns
— — — 4[
Pass Pass Double Pass
5{ Pass Pass Pass

Five diamonds was declared at 28 tables and defeated
just once. Take a bow, Cadir Lee and Randal Burns of
team BULLYS. Lee was one of only five Norths to
select a heart lead, the six, against five diamonds, and
the contract was indeed defeated when Burns
underled his spade honours. Very well done indeed.
Alas, their reward for this was to concede 13 IMPs,
since their teammates let through five spades doubled
for minus 850 at the other table!

Swiss Qualifying Round 8

ERA v MIXED UP (Jacobs)

At the start of this round, these two teams were in
seventh and eighth places, respectively, so qualification
was not so much the issue as finishing among the top
16, as this would offer the chance to choose an
opponent for the Round of 64.

Board 3. Dealer South. EW Vul.

[ 9 7
] A J 6 2
{ J 10 9 5
} Q 8 6

[ 5 3 [ K Q 8 6 4
] Q 10 3 ] K 7
{ A K Q 8 { 4 3
} 10 7 4 3 } A K 9 5

[ A J 10 2
] 9 8 5 4
{ 7 6 2
} J 2

West North East South

N. Gartaganis Arlovich J. Gartaganis Vainikonis
— — — Pass
Pass Pass 1[ Pass
1NT Pass 2} Pass
2NT Pass 3NT Double
Pass Pass Pass

Arlovich led the nine of spades, as requested by
partner’s double. Dummy’s king won the trick. A
diamond went to declarer’s king and a club was ducked
to South’s jack. Back came the eight of hearts, which
ran to dummy’s king. Against this accurate and deadly
defence, declarer was powerless. He cashed his minor-
suit winners, but he had to concede the rest to the
defenders who, by ducking the first spade and the first
heart tricks, had kept their communications fully intact
for a well-deserved plus 200 to ERA.

West North East South

Dubinin J. Sprung Gromov D. Sprung
— — — Pass
Pass Pass 1[ Pass
1NT Pass 2} Pass
2{ Pass 3NT Pass
Pass Pass

With nothing to guide her, North led the jack of
diamonds. Declarer won with the king and led a spade
up, South taking dummy’s king with his ace and
returning a diamond. Declarer won and ducked a club
to South, who persisted with diamonds, thus establishing
a winner for partner. A heart went to dummy’s king
and declarer cashed dummy’s ace and king of clubs
before playing a heart to his ten and North’s jack for
one down. ERA minus 100, but still, 3 IMPs to them.

Had declarer cashed dummy’s queen of spades and
then crossed to his hand with the last club, he might
then have exited in diamonds, forcing North to give
him a second heart trick and his contract. That endplay
was made impossible at the other table by virtue of
South’s well-timed double, making the defence clear
from the first trick.
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Swiss Qualifying Round 8

PD TIMES v CAYNE (Li)

Many world champions are playing in this World
Bridge Series. Here is an exciting board from one
of these, Zhong Fu from China, who was the World
Open Pairs winner in Verona, Italy, in 2006.

Board 7. Dealer South. Both Vul.

[ J 10 7 3
] 10 3
{ Q J 9 4
} 10 5 2

[ K 5 4 [ A 8 2
] A 8 7 4 ] K 6
{ 10 7 5 2 { A K 8 6 3
} 9 7 } A 8 6

[ Q 9 6
] Q J 9 5 2
{ —
} K Q J 4 3

West North East South

Jerry Li G. Donati Zhong Fu M.Tokay
— — — 1]
Pass Pass Double 2}
Pass Pass 2{ Pass
2] Pass 2NT Pass
3NT Pass Pass Pass

Tokay led the king of clubs. Fu ducked twice, and
Tokay continued with clubs, clearing the suit. If
declarer could take four diamond tricks, the game
would be made easily enough. But you have to be
aware that South is the danger hand. Declarer
wants to make sure he keeps that player off lead –
so playing ace, king and another diamond looks
reasonable, doesn’t it?

Fu played a low diamond toward dummy! The low
diamond play worked spectacularly well. Dummy’s
ten lost to the jack in North, but the two entries
to dummy could be used to finesse diamonds and
take four diamond tricks. Fu made three notrump
and won 10 IMPs.

What was the reason for Fu’s play? Why wasn’t he
afra id Tokay had the st i f f  jack or queen of
diamonds? As Fu analysed the deal: South had bid
two suits, vulnerable, so rated to be 5-5 or better
(and, even if not, a 4-4 club break would not be a
problem for declarer – the contract would always
make in that case). As for the other side suits, what
was his shape: 3-0 or 2-1? If he were 2-1 (with
two spades and one diamond), North would have
had f ive spades , and s ince i t  i s  a  World
Championship, surely no one would pass a one
heart opener with five spades! So that is why Fu
did what he did and brought home his unlikely
game.

Swiss Qualifying Round 9

MOSSOP v CONNECTOR (Horton)

Drawing inferences from the bidding is routine for an
expert. It was of vital importance on these two deals
from the Rosenblum qualifying:

Board 16. Dealer West. EW Vul.

[ 8 5 3
] 10 5
{ Q 8
} A K Q 10 7 3

[ Q J 9 6 [ 7
] 8 3 2 ] A K Q J 7 6 4
{ J 10 7 6 3 2 { A K
} — } 9 8 6

[ A K 10 4 2
] 9
{ 9 5 4
} J 5 4 2

West North East South

Hackett Gierulski Hackett Skrzypczak
Pass 2}1 4] 5}
5] Pass 6] Pass
Pass Pass
1. 10-14(15), 6+ clubs or 5+ clubs and a 4-card

major

Looking at three low clubs, East knew there was a
good chance his partner would be void. South led the
king of spades. He switched to his trump, but declarer
won, cashed the top diamonds and claimed when the
queen appeared. Only eight pairs reached six hearts –
three lucky ones were doubled.

West North East South

Nawrocki Hydes Wiankowski Mossop
Pass 1} 4] Double
Pass 5} Double Pass
5] Pass Pass Pass

There was no inference to be drawn here, so MOSSOP
had 13 IMPs.

Board 17. Dealer North. Neither Vul.

[ A 10 8 4
] Q 5 2
{ J 8 2
} K Q 9

[ K Q J 7 5 [ 9 6 2
] J 8 6 ] A K 10 9 7 3
{ 7 4 { A K 9 3
} J 7 4 } —

[ 3
] 4
{ Q 10 6 5
} A 10 8 6 5 3 2
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West North East South

Versace Hult Lauria Ekenberg
— 1}1 1] 5}
Pass Pass Double Pass
5[ Pass Pass Pass
1. (a.) 2+ clubs, 11-13 balanced or 17-19

balanced (could be 3=3=5=2), or;
(b.) 11-23 HCP, 4+ clubs

North led the king of clubs. Declarer ruffed in dummy
and played a spade to the king. When it held, he played
the six of hearts and ran it! He knew from the bidding
that North held a balanced hand, and he needed three
rounds of hearts to stand up. When the six held,
declarer ruffed a club and played hearts, pitching his
last club from hand. North ruffed and played a diamond,
but declarer could win in dummy, cash another
diamond, ruff a diamond and play the queen of spades
for a seemingly effortless plus 450.

No doubt you have spotted North’s mistake. He
should have won the first spade and return the ten of
spades, smothering dummy’s nine.

West North East South

Stamatov Donati Danailov Tokay
— 1} 1] 5}
Pass Pass Double Pass
5[ Pass Pass Pass

The initial play was identical, North again making the
mistake of ducking the first spade. Here, declarer
continued by ruffing a second club, then playing three
rounds of diamonds, ruffing. So far so good, but declarer
then made the mistake of exiting with a club (I wonder
did he pull out the wrong jack?) and he finished two
down.

Round of 64 Stanza 1

PDC v PD TIMES (Tacchi)

PDC, a team of two Dutch pairs and a third pairing of
USA/Italy finished in twenty-eighth position in the
opening Swiss phase. Their opponents, PD TIMES, are
all Chinese, and were two places ahead of them.

Board 7. Dealer South. Both Vul.

[ 7
] 10 7 5 2
{ K J 9
} A J 6 4 2

[ Q 8 6 [ 10 9 4 2
] A 9 6 4 3 ] J 8
{ A 10 8 3 { Q 6 5
} 10 } Q 8 5 3

[ A K J 5 3
] K Q
{ 7 4 2
} K 9 7

West North East South

Li Verbeek Fu Molenaar
— — — 1NT
Pass 2} Pass 2[
Pass 3NT Pass Pass
Pass

Warned by the Stayman sequence that North had a
four-card heart suit, West tried his fourth-best
diamond. Dummy’s nine elicited the queen from East,
who continued the suit to West’s ten and dummy’s
jack. Declarer now set about the club suit and made
the natural play of a low one to his king, West dropping
the ten. He continued with the nine of clubs, running
it when West discarded a heart – East ducked. Had he
taken his queen, the contract would have failed by at
least one trick, as West had two diamonds and the ace
of hearts to cash.

Declarer then made the excellent play of getting off
play with a diamond, whereupon West cashed his two
diamond winners. The play when West cashes the
thirteenth diamond is very complex. Here are the main
points:
• If dummy throws a heart, West can exit with a

high or low heart, so instead a club must go.
Over to East:
• If East then discards a club, declarer gets four club

tricks and has time to establish hearts.
• If instead, East throws a heart, West can return

hearts but will be thrown in or squeezed later on
the club ace, And, if he returns a spade, declarer
cashes his high spades and establishes hearts.

So, East must get rid of a spade.

West was now in deep trouble; if he exited with a
spade, declarer would get five tricks in the suit. If
instead, West played the ace and another heart, on the
ace of clubs, he would be squeezed in the majors. Finally,
if West exited with a low heart, declarer could play
back a heart and West would again be thrown in and
squeezed. Nice play by declarer.

West brought this disaster upon himself. With a
certain entry in the ace of hearts, he should have won
the second diamond with the ace and set up the
thirteenth diamond. Then, on a club play from declarer
a positive signal in hearts would have led East to the
correct decision to win the second club.

West North East South

Nab Chen Drijver Dong
— — — 1}1

1] 2}2 Pass 2[
Pass 2NT Pass 3}
Pass 3{ Pass 3NT
Pass Pass Pass
1. 16+ HCP
2. 5+ clubs, 8+ HCP, game-forcing

Continued on psge 12 ...
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IBPA Column Service
Tim Bourke, Canberra

Members may use these deals as they wish, without attributing the author or IBPA.

921. Dealer South. Both Vul.

[ A 9 4
] J 7 5
{ J 9 3 2
} J 8 4

[ 10 8 6 2 [ K 5 3
] 9 3 ] 10 8 4 2
{ K 6 4 { 7 5
} 10 7 3 2 } A K 6 5

[ Q J 7
] A K Q 6
{ A Q 10 8
} Q 9

West North East South

— — — 2NT
Pass 3NT Pass Pass
Pass

In a team match, after South had opened with a 20-21
point two-notrump bid, raised to game, both West
players had led a fourth-highest two of spades.

The first declarer played low from dummy without
apparent thought. After winning the trick with the king
of spades, East paused to consider his options. As he
had ten points and dummy seven, then, with the
advertised twenty or so on his left, it suggested that
West had at most three points. It seemed to East that
there was thus little future in spades: the defence might
be able to take one more trick in the suit if partner
had the queen and either the jack or the ten. However,
that would not defeat the contract. East decided that
it must be a better shot to play West for three or four
clubs and a red-suit king or the club queen. So, after
cashing the king of clubs, he continued with a low club.

Declarer won the trick with the queen of clubs, then
crossed to dummy in hearts to run the jack of
diamonds. West took this with the king and continued
with a club. East won that trick with the ace of clubs
and a club to West’s ten defeated the contract.

At the other table, declarer did not immediately play
to trick one. He wanted to plan the play first. Declarer
counted eight tricks: the ace of spades, four hearts
and three diamonds. While a ninth would come from
one of the black suits, declarer saw the danger in playing
low at trick one: if East had the king of spades, he could
shift to a club at trick two, something declarer would

not welcome. Accordingly, declarer called for the ace
of spades at trick one and ran the nine of diamonds at
trick two. West won the trick with the king of diamonds
and declarer claimed the contract: the defenders could
take a spade and two clubs but that was all. South
would make the ace of spades, seven tricks in the red
suits and a ninth trick in a black suit.

922. Dealer North. EW Vul.

[ K Q 5
] 6 5
{ A 8 6 3 2
} K 8 7

[ — [ 10 8 7 6 2
] K J 10 9 8 3 ] 7
{ Q J 10 { 9 7 5 4
} J 10 5 2 } 9 6 3

[ A J 9 4 3
] A Q 4 2
{ K
} A Q 4

West North East South

— 1{ Pass 1[
2] Double1 Pass 4NT2

Pass 5[3 Pass 6[
Pass Pass Pass
1. Three-card spade support
2. RKCB
3. Two key cards and the spade queen

West led the queen of diamonds and declarer paused
to form a plan. He counted 11 top tricks on a
reasonable trump division. One possibility was to try
and set up a long diamond in dummy, which would
likely require both trumps 3-2 and diamonds 4-3.
Declarer decided that a better shot was to ruff a heart
high in dummy and finesse the nine of trumps once
having done so. (In fact. this offers over twice the
chance of making the contract than trying to set up
diamonds.)

At trick two, declarer led a low trump. When West
discarded a heart, declarer had to reconsider his
options. After winning the trick with the dummy’s
queen of trumps, declarer played a heart to the ace,
then cashed three rounds of clubs. After throwing a
heart on the ace of diamonds, declarer ruffed a
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924. Dealer South. EW Vul.
[ 9 2
] K J 10 5
{ A Q 9
} A 8 5 2

[ 7 3 [ Q J 10 8 5 4
] 9 8 7 3 ] A 6 2
{ 7 5 2 { K 6 3
} Q 10 9 6 } J

[ A K 6
] Q 4
{ J 10 8 4
} K 7 4 3

West North East South

— — — 1}
Pass 1] 1[ 1NT
Pass 3NT Pass Pass
Pass

The bidding had a minor point of interest: South denied
three hearts by rebidding one no trump. If he’d had three
cards in the suit, he would have doubled one spade.

West led the seven of spades, which suggested to
declarer that the spades were 6-2. Accordingly, when
East played the eight of spades on dummy’s two,
declarer saw that there was little point in ducking this
trick. So, he won with the king of spades and played the
queen of hearts. When that held, declarer continued
with the four of hearts to dummy’s ten. East won with
the ace of hearts and led the queen of spades. After
winning with the ace of spades, declarer continued by
playing a club to the ace. Next, he cashed the king and
jack of hearts, throwing diamonds from hand. (East
threw a low diamond on the fourth round of hearts.)

Declarer’s general plan was to hope that West had
three clubs and two spades. If that had been the case,
South would have been able to concede a club to that
player and make his eighth and ninth tricks with the
ace of diamonds and an established club. So, declarer
led a club from dummy. When East discarded a spade,
South rose with the ace of clubs and needed to
reconsider his options.

On the bidding, declarer placed East with the king of
diamonds. Accordingly, there was no point in taking
the diamond finesse. Instead, declarer exited with a
spade. East took his three spade winners, but then
had to lead away from the king of diamonds. So, declarer
made nine tricks: two spades, three hearts, two
diamonds and two clubs.

Note that declarer would have failed to make his
contract on this layout if he had let East win either the
first or second round of spades. Note also that East
could not have gained by baring his king of diamonds.
Had he done so, a diamond to the ace would have
secured the contract. If West had had the king of
diamonds, declarer would have lost just one heart, one
diammond and two clubs.

diamond low and exited with a heart. West won the
trick with the eight of hearts and exited with a low
heart. As planned, declarer ruffed this with dummy’s
king of trumps, East under-ruffing by force.

In the three-card ending, declarer had the ace-jack-
nine of trumps and any lead from dummy ensured
that he scored all of the remaining tricks. Declarer
made five trumps, the ace of hearts, a heart ruff, two
diamonds and three clubs for a total of twelve tricks.

923. Dealer North. Both Vul.

[ A K 5
] 8 6
{ 7 5 3 2
} A J 6 4

[ Q 9 [ J 8 4
] 9 7 2 ] Q J 10 5
{ J 10 9 { K Q 6
} K 10 9 5 3 } Q 8 7

[ 10 7 6 3 2
] A K 4 3
{ A 8 4
} 2

West North East South

— 1} Pass 1[
Pass 1NT Pass 2{1

Pass 2[2 Pass 4[
Pass Pass Pass
1. New minor forcing
2. Three-card spade support without four

hearts

West led the jack of diamonds and declarer paused
to assess his options. His first observation was that he
probably needed trumps to be 3-2. Even if they broke
favourably and hearts were 4-3, he would still only
have nine tricks: four trumps, two hearts, a heart ruff
and the minor-suit aces. It was then that he saw the
way forward: he needed to make all five of his trumps,
his four side-suit winners and a heart ruff to bring his
trick total to ten.

At trick two, declarer played a club to the ace, then
ruffed a club. After cashing dummy’s ace and king of
trumps, declarer ruffed another club. Then came the
riskiest part of the plan – he cashed the ace and king
of hearts and ruffed a heart. When the five of trumps
held up, South had nine tricks – just one short of the
contract. So he led the jack of clubs from dummy,
thereby neutralising East’s master jack of trumps.

If East had ruffed high declarer would have thrown
a heart from hand and would eventually have
scored his remaining trump for his tenth trick. In
practice, East discarded a diamond, thereby
allowing declarer to score his tenth trick by ruffing
the jack of clubs.
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East heeded West’s overcall and led the knave of hearts
to the king, ace and deuce. West switched to a low
diamond and East’s queen took the nine from dummy.
East continued the suit and West ducked, letting
declarer win with the knave. Maybe declarer was playing
West to be 2=5=4=2 as he cashed the ace and king
of spades and then exited with a diamond. West took
his two diamond tricks exited with a heart to the now-
singleton queen in dummy. Note that West did not
cash the queen of spades, the setting trick, playing
instead for two down – declarer would not have
played that way with four or more club tricks. Declarer
had two spade tricks, two hearts, one diamond and
two clubs, and so failed by two tricks, to lose 13 IMPs.

Round of 64 Stanza 1

CONNECTOR v JJMAXROD (Tacchi)

And now for some comic relief ...

Board 10. Dealer East. Both Vul.

[ —
] K 7 6 3 2
{ K Q J 4
} 9 5 4 2

[ A K J 10 8 7 6 2 [ 9 4
] 9 ] Q J 8
{ 10 7 { 9 6 3 2
} 7 3 } Q J 10 6

[ Q 5 3
] A 10 5 4
{ A 8 5
} A K 8

I was interested to see if any pairs had actually managed
to bid the heart slam on this deal. The answer was two,
but one of them failed. During my perusal, I saw that
one team had bid and made six clubs. I naturally assumed
that this was a typographical error, but I noted that the
board had been played on BBO so I rooted out the lin
file and had a look and, yes, six clubs was bid and made.
How? I hear you ask. Shall we say that East was perhaps
not fully awake. Here is the story as it unfolded. Names
have been withheld to protect the guilty, but declarer
deserves to be mentioned.

West North East South

Crusizio
— — Pass 1}
4[ 4NT Pass 5NT
Pass 6} Pass Pass
Pass

As to the meanings of the notrump bids, I cannot be
sure, but I think North was trying to get South to bid
a suit and South suggested that North might try his
best suit. Whatever the understandings were, or should
have been, South became declarer in six clubs.

Not surprisingly, West started with the ace of spades.
Declarer ruffed in dummy and led a low trump. When

East failed to split his honours, South made a valiant
attempt to make his contract by playing the eight. It
held! Declarer was not out of the woods yet. He ruffed
another spade and returned to hand with the ace of
diamonds. South led his last spade and ruffed it in dummy,
East made his last fatal error when he did not overruff
but discarded a diamond. A heart was led from dummy
– East split his honours and declarer won with the ace.
He cashed his two top trumps and then played
diamonds. East had no option but to ruff the fourth
round, but found himself thrown in to lead a heart.
Declarer was not hard-pressed to play the ten and bring
home a most-improbable contract. In spite of this
excellent result, JJ MAXROD lost the match by 7 IMPs.

Round of 32 Stanza 1

NICKELL v MAHAFFEY (Bird)

This was an encounter that I believe could be
described as ‘all American’. May I request that any
letters correcting me on this matter be addressed
directly to your trash bin? Let’s see some action.

Board 9. Dealer North. EW Vul.

[ 10 8 5 4
] A 10 6
{ K Q 9 8 7
} 6

[ K 7 3 2 [ 6
] K Q 9 8 3 ] J 7 5 4
{ 10 2 { 6 4 3
} 4 3 } K Q 10 9 7

[ A Q J 9
] 2
{ A J 5
} A J 8 5 2

West North East South

Cohen Rodwell Cohler Meckstroth
— Pass Pass 1}1

1] 2{2 3} Double
Pass Pass 3] Pass
Pass 3[ Pass 4]3

Pass 4NT4 Pass 5}5

Pass 5{6 Pass 6[7

Pass Pass Pass
1. 16+ HCP
2. 8+ HCP, 5+ diamonds
3. Agrees spades
4. RKCB
5. 3 key cards
6. Trump queen ask
7. Queen of spades but no side king

Meckstroth’s double was for penalties. Meckstroth was
facing a passed hand and I confidently informed the
kibitzers that he would bid just game over three
spades. No, Meckstroth could sniff a low point-count
slam.
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Cohler led the king of clubs. I expect I would have
done the same, but a lead of any other suit would
have given declarer too much work to do. Rodwell
won with the ace of clubs and ruffed a club immediately.
He played a trump to the queen, which won, and
ruffed another club, West showing out.  When the ten
of spades was led to the jack (nice nine, Partner!), West
won and returned the king of hearts to the ace.
Rodwell crossed to the ace of diamonds, drew the
remaining trumps and claimed. He made three trump
tricks, five diamonds, the ace of hearts, the ace of clubs
and two club ruffs. What a splendid plus 980!

West North East South
Levin Lev Weinstein Mahaffey
— Pass Pass 1}
1] Double 3} 4[
Pass Pass Pass

North’s double promised spades but the diamond fit
was never disclosed. West led the king of hearts. Declarer
eventually suffered a third-round diamond ruff to collect
plus 420. It was 11 IMPs to NICKELL. Anyone hoping
to beat this team will have to play very well!

Round of 32 Stanza 2

LAVAZZA v MOSS (Senior)

Board 25. Dealer North. EW Vul.
[ Q 9
] A Q 9
{ A K 10 7 6 4 3
} 2

[ 4 [ A J 8 6 5 3
] K J 10 6 5 4 2 ] —
{ J { 5
} Q 9 8 3 } A K 10 7 6 4

[ K 10 7 2
] 8 7 3
{ Q 9 8 2
} J 5

West North East South
Madala Lall Bianchedi Bathurst
— 1}1 1NT2 Double3

4}4 4{ 4[ 5{
Pass Pass 6} Double
Pass Pass Pass
1. 16+ HCP
2. 2 suits of the same colour
3. 5-7 HCP
4. Pass or correct

West North East South
Dwyer Bilde Huang Duboin
— 1{ 1[ 2}1

2] Double2 3} 3{
3] 3NT 4} Pass
5} 5{ 6} Pass
Pass 6{ Double Pass
Pass Pass
1. Transfer to diamonds
2. Power double

Lall tried to cash the ace of hearts. That was ruffed, of
course, and Madala drew trumps, then ruffed out the
heart queen to claim all 13 tricks and plus 1740 – one
of the less common results we can expect to see at
this tournament.

Huang led the ace of spades, Bilde dropping the queen
in an attempt to avoid the impending ruff, then
switched to the king of clubs, asking for count. Dwyer’s
nine was a very clear signal to show four cards, so the
spade ruff was the only hope of a further trick. Sure
enough, Dwyer ruffed the spade switch and dealt
Huang a heart ruff, but that was that. The contract
was down three for minus 500, but that was worth
15 IMPs to LAVAZZA.

Round of 32 Stanza 4

CAYNE v ALLFREY (Senior)

Board 48. Dealer West. Both Vul.

[ A J 8 7
] 10 5
{ A K J 5 2
} J 7

[ K 3 2 [ Q 10 9 6 5
] 9 4 ] Q J 7 6 3
{ 10 8 { 7 6
} A K 10 9 8 5 } Q

[ 4
] A K 8 2
{ Q 9 4 3
} 6 4 3 2

West North East South

Robson Donati Allfrey Tokay
1NT1 Double2 Redouble 2}3

Pass 2{ 2[ 3[
Pass 3NT 4] 5{
Pass Pass Pass
1. 15-17!
2. 4M and a longer minor
3. Pass or correct

Allfrey led the queen of clubs and Robson overtook
it to play two more top clubs. Donati ruffed with the
king of diamonds, cashed the ace of spades, ruffed a
spade, drew two rounds of trumps, then ruffed another
spade. Next, he ruffed dummy’s last club and cashed
the last trump. Having been administered the sole
guard in both majors, Allfrey was squeezed into
submission and Donati had his eleventh trick for a
well-played plus 600.

West North East South

Versace Jones Lauria Paske
1} 1{ 3{1 3]
3[ Double Pass 4{
Pass 5{ Pass Pass
Double Pass Pass Pass
1. Majors
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The play followed the same lines as at the other table,
with the same outcome: 11 tricks, but here for plus
750 and 4 IMPs to ALLFREY.

Round of 16 Stanza 4

LAVAZZA v PSZCZOLA (Horton)

Sometimes, when you go down in a contract you spot
a winning line in the post mortem and think, ‘I should
have seen that.’ Take a look at this deal from the final
session of the Rosenblum Round of 16.

Board 51. Dealer South. Both Vul.

[ A 7
] A Q J 9 8
{ A 8 7 3
} J 9

[ J 9 8 6 [ 4 2
] 10 7 2 ] 6 5 3
{ 9 5 { K J 10 6 4 2
} K 8 4 2 } Q 3

[ K Q 10 5 3
] K 4
{ Q
} A 10 7 6 5

West North East South

Duboin Nowosadzki Bilde Kalita
— — — 1[
Pass 2] Pass 3}
Pass 3{ Double Pass
Pass 3[ Pass 4]
Pass 5NT Pass 6{
Pass 6] Pass Pass
Pass

At the other table, North/South had stopped in three
notrump and emerged with 12 tricks.

Here, East led the queen of clubs. Declarer won with
dummy’s ace, dropping the jack from his hand, and
drew trumps, pitching the club five from dummy. He
continued with the nine of clubs and West won to
switch to a diamond. Declarer won, cashed the ace of
spades and played a spade to the ten. When West
produced the jack and played a second diamond the
contract was four down.

Was it possible for declarer to make the contract?

The opening lead suggested that East held a doubleton
club and he had followed to three rounds of trumps.
He had doubled three diamonds, which suggested he
held some length in that suit, and might have persuaded
declarer that East was unlikely to be long in spades.

Suppose, after drawing trumps, declarer cashes the
ace of spades and plays a fourth round of trumps,
discarding dummy’s queen of diamonds. West is
already under pressure. Discarding a spade is
immediately fatal, and pitching a club allows declarer
to play the nine of clubs, establishing enough winners.

So, West must part with a diamond. Now declarer
cashes the ace of diamonds to reach this position:

[ 7
] 9
{ 8 7 3
} 9

[ J 9 8 [ 4
] — ] —
{ — { K J 10 6
} K 8 4 } 3

[ K Q 10
] —
{ —
} 10 7 6

When declarer plays the nine of clubs, West must duck
to avoid endplaying himself. Then declarer cashes the
last trump forcing West to part with a club. Declarer
crosses to dummy with a spade and exits with a club,
forcing West to lead into dummy’s spade tenace.
Beautiful, as I’m sure you will agree, but after the
opening lead declarer can get home by the prosaic
play of returning a club.

Round of 16 Stanza 4

TULIN v SPECTOR (Senior)

Board 53. Dealer North. EW Vul.

[ 10 6 5 2
] J 6 5 4 3
{ 6 5
} 10 4

[ A 9 7 3 [ K 8
] Q 7 ] K 10 9 8
{ K Q 10 7 { J 8 4 2
} A 7 5 } J 6 2

[ Q J 4
] A 2
{ A 9 3
} K Q 9 8 3

West North East South

Wooldridge Prooijen Hurd Verhees
— 2]1 Pass Pass
2NT Pass 3NT Pass
Pass Pass
1. Weak 2 in hearts

Van Prooijen tried the two of spades for his opening
lead. That went to the jack and ace.  Wooldridge played
the queen of diamonds and, when that held, continued
with the ten, Verhees winning the ace and returning
the queen of spades to dummy’s king. Had the six and
seven of spades been switched, the defence would
then have been in a position to take two spade tricks
when Verhees next gained the lead. On the actual deal,
Wooldridge led a heart to his queen then a second
heart to the nine and ace. Sure enough, Verhees
returned a spade and that went to the nine and ten.
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The seven of spades was established as declarer’s ninth
and game-going trick for a fine plus 600.

Could this result be matched at the other table?

West North East South

Padon Kranyak Birman Demuy
— Pass Pass 1NT
Pass 2} Pass 2{
Pass 2]1 Pass 2[
Pass Pass Pass
1. Garbage Stayman (both majors, weak hand)

‘No’ was the short answer to the above question.
Padon led the king of diamonds, which held the trick,
and continued with the seven to the jack and ace.
Demuy led the king of clubs, Padon winning with the
ace and playing the queen of diamonds, ruffed in dummy.
Demuy led the ten of clubs and Birman’s cover with
the jack did Demuy no harm at all. He won with the
queen and cashed the nine, pitching a heart from
dummy. Next, declarer played the queen of spades,
which ran around to Birman’s king. Birman returned
his remaining spade, so Padon won with the ace and
played a third round. Demuy won with his jack of
spades and played a winning club. Padon could ruff
that and cash the ten of diamonds, but Demuy had
the ace of hearts and the fifth club for the last two
tricks. That was down only one, a pretty good effort,
for minus 50 and 11 IMPs to SPECTOR.

Quarterfinals Stanza 2

FROGS v ALLFREY (Senior)

The English team ALLFREY took a modest lead of 29-
20 IMPs into the second quarter of their Rosenblum
quarterfinal match against the multi-national team
FROGS. When regular partners meet in opposition
across the table there can often be fireworks and I
could not resist the sight of Tony Forrester (FROGS)
versus Andrew Robson (ALLFREY), the anchor pair
of recent England Open teams, in opposition across
the table.

The set started with a bang, though there was no actual
swing on the deal.

Board 15. Dealer South. NS Vul.

[ A K J 9 7 5
] A 4
{ Q J 5
} 8 2

[ Q 10 8 6 3 2 [ 4
] J 10 7 ] K 9 5 3
{ 9 7 { A K 8 2
} K 7 } Q 10 6 4

[ —
] Q 8 6 2
{ 10 6 4 3
} A J 9 5 3

West North East South

Lorenzini Allfrey Forrester Robson
Jones Volcker Paske Bessis
— — — Pass
2[ Pass Pass Double
Pass Pass Pass

Both Wests opened a perfectly normal weak-two bid
and, when that came back to South, he doubled, having
a pretty good idea of what would happen. Sure enough,
the respective Norths, with six certain trump tricks,
(barring endplays), were delighted to pass out the
double.

Alexander Allfrey led the ace and another heart. Cédric
Lorenzini rose with dummy’s king and played a club.
Robson rose with the ace and cashed the queen of
hearts, Allfrey pitching his remaining club. Robson duly
gave him a club ruff and Allfrey got out with the queen
of diamonds to dummy’s ace. Lorenzini played a trump,
discovering the horrific split. Allfrey won cheaply and
again got out with a diamond. This time Lorenzini won
with the king, ruffed a diamond and played a spade.
Allfrey could win three of those but had to concede a
trick to declarer at the end; down three for minus
500.

Frédéric Volcker cashed a top spade before switching
to the ace and another heart. The play after that was
essentially the same as at the other table, with the
same outcome: down three for minus 500; no swing.

Quarterfinal Stanza 2

CHAGAS v LAVAZZA (Roth)

The LAVAZZA versus CHAGAS match was dramatic
until the last board. In the end, LAVAZZA won by 6
IMPs and made their way to the semifinals. At one of
the tables, the Italian team was represented by Dennis
Bilde/Giorgio Duboin as North/South while for the
CHAGAS team, Marcos Thoma sat West and Pablo
Ravenna East.

The following board saw an excellent defence by
Ravenna that managed to fool the declarer into going
down in a cold contract.

Board 52. Dealer West. Neither Vul.

[ A K 10 7 6 5 3
] A 10 4
{ J
} 3 2

[ Q 4 [ J 2
] K Q 9 2 ] 8 7 6 5 3
{ A K Q 6 { 9 8 7 4 3
} Q 8 4 } A

[ 9 8
] J
{ 10 5 2
} K J 10 9 7 6 5
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West North East South

Thoma Bilde Ravenna Duboin
1} 1[ Double Pass
4] 4[ Pass Pass
Double Pass Pass Pass

Ravenna led the ace of clubs. After winning the first
trick, East shifted to a trump to stop declarer’s
potential heart ruffs. Looking at dummy’s nine-eight
of spades, he led the two so that declarer could not
develop a late entry to the table with the nine of
spades. Bilde played the eight of spades, Thoma the
queen, and declarer won with his trump ace.

The BBO commentators thought that it looked like
minus 590 at this point. However, Bilde continued
with a club and Ravenna discarded the eight of
hearts. He was still thinking about denying declarer
the nine of spades as an entry to the clubs in dummy.
Declarer won the trick with the king of clubs.
At that point, Bilde believed that Thoma had both
of the remaining trumps.

Declarer played another club and, after this play, he
could no longer make the contract. When Bilde
played dummy’s six of clubs, Thoma played his queen,
Bilde ruffed with the seven of spades and Ravenna
discarded another heart. Declarer continued
with the ace of hearts, ruffed a heart in dummy, and
played a club. Thoma ruffed with his four of spades
and Bilde threw his last heart loser. Ravenna pitched
his last heart too. Thoma returned the king of hearts;
Bilde ruffed with the six of spades, but Ravenna now
over-ruffed and the diamond trick to come meant
one off. That was fantastic defence. Bravo!

Double dummy, there is no legitimate way to beat
four spades. After the ace of clubs lead and, say, a
spade shift, declarer utilizes the bidding to deduce
that West holds all the red high cards and draws
trumps, squeeze-endplaying him.

Quarterfinal Stanza 4

FROGS v ALLFREY (Senior)

Board 55. Dealer South. NS Vul.

[ A 10 9 6 4
] A 5 3
{ 8
} 9 8 7 3

[ 8 5 [ Q 2
] K 10 4 2 ] Q J 7 6
{ K 10 4 3 2 { 9 6 5
} K Q } A 10 6 4

[ K J 7 3
] 9 8
{ A Q J 7
} J 5 2

West North East South

Jones Volcker Paske Bessis
— — — 1{
Pass 1[ Pass 2[
Pass 3} Pass 3{
Pass 3[ Pass Pass
Pass

Paske led the queen of hearts. Not giving the matter
too much thought, at least by the standards of what
had been, at times, quite a slowly-played set, Volcker
won the lead with the ace and led a spade to the king
then a second spade to the ace and, when the queen
appeared, just claimed nine tricks for plus 140.

West North East South

Lorenzini Allfrey Forrester Robson
— — — 1}
1{ 1] Double 2[
3] 4[ Pass Pass
Pass

Lorenzini led the four of hearts. Robson ducked, won
the heart continuation, played the ace of diamonds,
ruffed a diamond, ruffed dummy’s last heart, and
continued with the queen of diamonds to the king
and a ruff. Only then did he play two rounds of trumps,
ending in hand. He cashed the jack of diamonds,
discarding a club from dummy, and exited with a club.
The club blockage meant that the defence could take
only two clubs tricks, then Lorenzini had to give a ruff
and discard to give the contract for a very nice plus
420 and 7 IMPs to ALLFREY.

The cards lay kindly for declarer, and the defence was
powerless unless West had started by cashing the two
club tricks or East had won the heart lead and had
switched to a low club, neither of which was very likely.

Semifinals Stanza 1

ALLFREY v LAVAZZA (Bird)

Board 10. Dealer East. Both Vul.

[ K 9 8 6
] 9
{ A K Q 9 7 4 3
} 3

[ A J 7 4 2 [ —
] 8 7 5 ] A Q J 6 4 3 2
{ 10 6 { —
} A 7 6 } Q J 10 8 5 4

[ Q 10 5 3
] K 10
{ J 8 5 2
} K 9 2

West North East South

Madala Jones Bianchedi Paske
— — 4] Pass
Pass Double Pass Pass
Pass
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Marc Smith and I, commentating on BBO, posed the
kibitzers this question: ‘What action should North take
when four hearts runs around to him?’ We are both
members of the New Bridge Magazine bidding panel. (I
might mention that this great magazine, on the internet,
is available totally free of charge for all comers!)  We
imagined that the options there would be five diamonds,
pass and double. Indeed, we both ranked our own
preferences in that very order, awarding ten, seven and
four marks to the three actions. (IMO, Pass=0 – Ed.)

On that basis, Jones will be sad to receive only four
marks. South quite reasonably passed the double, and
two overtricks were made for a score of plus 1190.

West North East South

Allfrey Bocchi Robson Sementa
— — 4] Pass
Pass 5{ 6} Pass
6] Pass Pass Double
Pass Pass Pass

Sementa had the rounded kings sitting over an
opponent who had opened four hearts and rebid six
clubs. He doubled, of course, but the contract could
not be beaten. It was plus 1660 and 10 IMPs to ALLFREY.

Semifinal Stanza 4

SPECTOR v MONACO

ALLFREY v LAVAZZA (Klinger)

On Board 56 of the semifinals, all four Souths were in
three notrump on a low spade lead. Three Souths
succeeded. The early play proceeded similarly …

Board 56. Dealer East. Both Vul.

[ 9 4 2
] J 9 8 7
{ A 2
} A 7 5 4

[ J 10 6 5 3 [ 8 7
] A 3 2 ] Q 10 5 4
{ Q 5 { 10 8 7 4
} 10 9 2 } Q J 8

[ A K Q
] K 6
{ K J 9 6 3
} K 6 3

In SPECTOR v MONACO …

West North East South

Klukowski Hurd Gawrys Wooldridge
— — Pass 2NT1

Pass 3} Pass 3{2

Pass 3]3 Pass 3NT4

Pass Pass Pass
1. 19-21 balanced
2. No 5-card heart suit, nor a 4-card spade suit
3. Asking about spades
4. No 5-card spade suit

Michal Klukowski, West, led the spade five: two – seven
– queen. Declarer, Joel Wooldridge, played the three of
diamonds: five – ace – seven and the diamond two:
four – jack – queen. West continued with the ten of
spades. South won, cashed the king of diamonds and
exited with the nine of diamonds. East won and
switched to the queen of clubs, ducked, and the jack
of clubs. South then had three spades, three diamonds
and three clubs, plus 600.

West North East South

Demuy Helness Kranyak Helgemo
— — Pass 2NT1

Pass 3} Pass 3]2

Pass 3NT Pass Pass
Pass
1. 20-21 balanced
2. No major

Here, the first three tricks were the same. Vincent
Demuy, West, won trick three with the diamond queen
and switched to the ace of hearts. Nice try, but no
cigar. Geir Helgemo, declarer, won the next heart and
played the king and a fourth diamond. He made three
spades, three diamonds, one heart and two clubs for
plus 600; no swing.

In ALLFREY v LAVAZZA …

West North East South

Paske  Bilde  Jones Duboin
— — Pass 2}1

Pass 2{2 Pass 2]3

Pass 3[4 Pass 3NT
Pass Pass Pass
1. 18-19 or 22-23 balanced
2. Relay
3. 18-19
4. 4-card heart suit, not 4 spades

Thomas Paske led a spade, won the queen of diamonds
and led another spade. Declarer, Giorgio Duboin, set
up diamonds and East, Edward Jones, switched to a
low heart, South played low and had three spades, three
diamonds, one heart and two clubs for the by-now-
common plus 600.

West North East South

Sementa Robson Bocchi Allfrey
— — Pass 1{
Pass 1] Pass 1NT1

Pass 2}2 Pass 2NT3

Pass 3NT Pass Pass
Pass
1. Artificial, 16+ HCP any
2. 8-12 HCP any
3. 18-19, 3=2=5=3

Antonio Sementa also led a spade: three – two – eight
– ace. Declarer, Alexander Allfrey, played the diamond
three: five – ace – four, and the diamond two: seven –



18

jack – queen. When dummy has shown a suit and
declarer is in three notrump, if dummy’s suit is not
particularly strong, that might be declarer’s Achilles’
heel. Accordingly, West shifted to the two of hearts.
Nice play.

Declarer played dummy’s seven of hearts, and now
East needed to co-operate. West’s switch to the heart
deuce indicated a top honour, but which one? If
declarer had the ace-doubleton of hearts, there was
surely no chance for the defence. East therefore
intelligently elected to play South for the king-
doubleton of hearts. Thus East contributed the five
and declarer the six. Declarer came to hand with a
spade, cashed the king of diamonds, and exited with
the fourth diamond. East won, played the four of hearts
to West’s ace and collected two more hearts with his
ten and queen for one down, plus 100, and 12 IMPs.

This was an excellent co-operative defence. Note the
switch to the two of hearts, not the ace. The ace of
hearts works when East has the king-queen-ten-low,
but the heart deuce works equally well if that is the
position.

Final Stanza 2

LAVAZZA v ZIMMERMANN (Senior)

Two multi-national teams (four Poles, three Italians,
two Argentines, one Dane, one Frenchman and one
Swiss), met in the final of the 2018 Rosenblum. At the
end of the first of six 16-board sets, ZIMMERMANN
led by 41-22, and they added to that lead on the first
deal of the second set.

Board 17. Dealer North. Neither Vul.

[ A K J 10 8 6 3
] 9 4
{ 9
} 8 7 2

[ 7 4 2 [ 9
] J 7 5 ] Q 2
{ A 8 5 4 3 { K Q J 6
} A J } K Q 10 9 5 4

[ Q 5
] A K 10 8 6 3
{ 10 7 2
} 6 3

West North East South

Madala Multon Bianchedi Zimmermann
— 3[ Pass Pass
Pass

For ZIMMERMANN, Franck Multon opened three
spades and played there. Alejandro Bianchedi led the
king of diamonds, then switched to the king of clubs.
Agustin Madala overtook that with the ace and
continued with the jack, after which Multon could get
a club ruff in dummy for his tenth trick; plus 170.

West North East South

Klukowski Bilde Gawrys Duboin
— 4[ Pass Pass
Pass

For LAVAZZA, Dennis Bilde opened a level higher,
knowing that his partner would never play him for a
suit of this power and quality if he opened a mere
three spades. This too ended the auction and Piotr
Gawrys’ start was the same as Bianchedi’s, with the
king of diamonds, then the king of clubs. The difference
here, however, was that when Michal Klukowski also
overtook the club, he switched to a trump. Bilde won
and, knowing that he would not be permitted a club
ruff, played three rounds of hearts, ruffing, then two
rounds of spades ending in dummy. When spades did
not divide evenly he was a trick short; down one for
minus 50 and 6 IMPs to ZIMMERMANN.

On the following deal, Duboin defeated a vulnerable
game that was let through in the other room.

Board 22. Dealer East. EW Vul.

[ A 10 6
] 6 5 4 2
{ K 10
} A J 9 4

[ J 8 [ K Q 5 3
] A J 10 9 ] K Q
{ 9 8 4 { A Q J 7 6 3
} Q 6 3 2 } 8

[ 9 7 4 2
] 8 7 3
{ 5 2
} K 10 7 5

West North East South

Madala Multon Bianchedi Zimmermann
— — 1{ Pass
1] Pass 2[ Pass
3{ Pass 3] Pass
3NT Pass Pass Pass

North led the four of clubs to his partner’s king.
Zimmermann returned his original fourth-best club, so
Madala could duck and force Multon to win the trick.
Dummy discarded a spade. Multon cashed the ace of
spades, on which Madala unblocked the king to create an
entry for a second diamond finesse, if needed, then North
exited with a heart. Madala could overtake the second
heart and lead the nine of diamonds to the ten and queen,
cross to the jack of spades, cash the hearts and lead a
second diamond. He had ten tricks for plus 630.

West North East South

Klukowski Bilde Gawrys Duboin
— — 1{ Pass
1] Pass 1[ Pass
1NT Pass 3NT Pass
Pass Pass
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At the other table, after the same first trick, Duboin
returned the ten of clubs at trick two. Then, there
was no escape for declarer and the defence took the
first five tricks for down one and minus 100; 12 IMPs
to LAVAZZA, who closed the gap to 34-48. “Thank
you partner,” said Bilde.

Final Stanza 4

LAVAZZA v ZIMMERMANN (Bird)

Half-way through this final, after three sets of 16 boards,
ZIMMERMANN had a chunky lead of 111-76. Their
opponents, LAVAZZA, would not regard this as an
impossible mountain to climb, but they would want
to take some steps into the foothills pretty quickly.

Board 59. Dealer South. Neither Vul.

[ A K 7 3 2
] K 9 8 7
{ K
} K J 10

[ J 5 [ —
] 5 ] A Q J 10 6
{ 8 6 3 2 { Q J 10 7 5 4
} Q 9 7 6 4 2 } A 8

[ Q 10 9 8 6 4
] 4 3 2
{ A 9
} 5 3

West North East South

Madala Gawrys Bianchedi Klukowski
— — — 2{1

Pass 4}2 Pass 4]3

Pass 4[ 4NT4 Double
5} Double 5{ Double
Pass Pass Pass
1. Weak two in either major
2. Bid one under your major
3. Shows a weak two in spades
4. Two-suiter

The three of clubs (low from a doubleton) was led
and went to the ten and ace. Declarer led the queen
of diamonds, won by the king. Bianchedi, East, was
subsequently able to establish the clubs, losing the
setting trick to the ace of diamonds.

West North East South

Helgemo Bocchi Helness Sementa
— — — 2[
Pass 4[ 4NT1 Pass
5} Double 5{ Pass
Pass Double Pass Pass
Pass
1. Two-suiter

Sementa led the five of clubs to the queen, king and
ace. Helness led a second round of clubs, with an eye
to setting up the suit. Bocchi won and switched to

the ace of spades, ruffed by declarer. At that point, it
seemed likely that declarer would lose two further
tricks, to the ace and king of trumps. However, when
the queen of diamonds was led, Sementa put on the
ace. Gasps and exclamations came from some 3300
kibitzers around the world. They were familiar with
this sort of thing happening at their local club, but not
in a World Championship final. Perhaps Sementa feared
a later endplay, but it was difficult to visualize how this
would arise. Helness discarded his heart losers on the
clubs and picked up plus 550 for a gain of 12 IMP to
ZIMMERMANN.

ZIMMERMANN went on to win fairly handily, 241-
162, having led the match since Board 2, and never
having been behind. Well done to Piotr Gawrys, Geir
Helgemo, Tor Helness, Michal Klukowski, Franck Multon
and Pierre Zimmermann. They had qualified in fifty-
fifth place of 64 qualifiers, a mere 5 VP ahead of sixty-
fifth.

LAVAZZA (Alejandro Bianchedi, Dennis Bilde,
Norberto Bocchi, Giorgio Duboin, Agustin Madala and
Antonio Sementa) just didn’t have enough steam on
this day.

This Bulletin:

You can access an electronic copy of this Bulletin
at www.ibpa.com/645pa.pdf

Subscriptions:

You can apply to join the IBPA or renew your
subscription on the website by clicking on the

appropriate button on the top of the homepage.

Members’ Addresses:

You can find fellow members’ contact details at:
www.jannersten.org. If you have forgotten your

access code: thorpe.katie@gmail.com

The 2018 Handbook:

To access the electronic version of the Handbook,
go to the IBPA website: www.ibpa.com

Personal Details Changes:

Whenever your contact details change, please
amend them as appropriate in the database found

at: www.jannersten.org
or inform the Membership Secretary,
Katie Thorpe: thorpe.katie@gmail.com

www.ibpa.com

 



20

World Bridge Calendar
DATES EVENT LOCATION INFORMATION

2018
Oct 8-14 Andalucia Overseas Congress Cadiz, Spain www.ebu.co.uk
Oct 13-14 Gold Cup Finals London (YCBC), England www.ebu.co.uk
Oct 19-21 Vilnius Cup Vilnius, Lithuania www.vilniuscup.lt
Oct 25-27 EBL Small Federations Games Budapest, Hungary www.eurobridge.org
Oct 25-28 9th World University Championships Suzhou, China www.worldbridge.org
Oct 25-Nov 8 Hainan Bridge Festival Sanya, Hainan, China lijie0511@hotmail.com
Nov 6-11 21st Madeira Bridge Festival Madeira, Portugal www.bridge-madeira.com
Nov 8-10 17th European Champions Cup Eilat, Israel www.eurobridge.org
Nov 8-10 5th Marbella International Marbella, Costa del Sol, Spain www.marbellabridge.com
Nov 8-18 24th International Red Sea Festival Eilat, Israel www.bridgeredsea.com
Nov 10-11 2nd YCBC Ladies Swiss Teams London, England www.ycbc.co.uk
Nov 22-Dec 2 ACBL Fall NABC Honolulu, HI www.acbl.org
Nov 27-Dec 1 3rd SEABF Championships Makati City, Philippines www.pabf.org
Nov 30-Dec 2 9th Hotel D. Pedro Festival Vilamoura, Portugal www.fpbridge.pt
Nov 30-Dec 5 5th UAE National Day Bridge Festival Dubai, UAE www.bridgewebs.com/4jacks
Dec 1-9 3rd Sitges International Bridge Festival Barcelona, Spain www.sunwaybridgefestival.com
Dec 7-9 Città di Milano International Teams Milan, Italy www.federbridge.it
Dec 9-16 60th Winter Nationals Chennai, India www.bfi.net.in
Dec 14-16 Junior Channel Trophy Lille, France www.ebu.co.uk
Dec 15-17 Warwick Wealth Bridge Festival Cape Town, South Africa www.sabf.co.za
Dec 27-30 Year-End Congress London, England www.ebu.co.uk

2019
Jan 9-20 Summer Festival of Bridge Canberra, ACT www.abf.com.au
Jan 26-Feb 1 60th Bermuda Regional Southampton, Bermuda www.bermudaregional.com
Jan 30-Feb 5 Greece Overseas Congress Athens, Greece www.ebu.co.uk
Jan 31-Feb 3 Reykjavik Bridge Festival Reykjavik, Iceland www.bridge.is
Feb 3-8 Cavendish VI Monte Carlo, Monaco www.cavendish.bridgemonaco.com
Feb 15-23 57th Gold Coast Congress Broadbeach, Australia www.qldbridge.com.au
Feb 22-28 1st European National Mixed Teams Lisbon, Portugal www.eurobridge.org
Mar 1-3 Camrose Trophy Coventry, England www.ebu.co.uk
Mar 8-10 Slava Cup Moscow, Russia www.slavacup.com
Mar 21-31 ACBL Spring NABC Memphis, TN www.acbl.org
Mar 30-Apr 3 Amazing Bridge Festival Bangkok, Thailand www.thailandbridgeleague.com
Apr 9-13 Yeh Bros. Cup Shanghai, China jonkychung@gmail.com
Apr 9-14 Venice Bridge Festival Lido, Venice, Italy www.festivaldelbridgelidodivenezia.com
Apr 16-21 124th Easter Regional Toronto, ON www.unit166.ca
Apr 26-May 5 Jersey Festival Jersey, Channel Is. www.ebu.co.uk
May 3-7 Schapiro Spring Fours Stratford-upon-Avon, England www.ebu.co.uk
May 4-12 Canadian Bridge Week Burnaby, BC www.cbf.ca
May 10-20 USBF Open and Women’s Trials Schaumburg, IL www.usbf.org
May 17-25 CACBF Championships San Jose, Costa Rica www.cacbf.com
May 24-Jun 1 IX South American Bridge Festival Mar del Plata,  Argentina www.worldbridge.org
May 29-Jun 6 USBF Senior Trials Schaumburg, IL www.usbf.org
Jun 11-18 52nd APBF Championships Singapore competition@scba.org.sg
Jun 15-29 9th Open European Championships Kusadasi, Turkey www.eurobridge.org
Jun 28-Jul 7 62nd Slawa Congress Slawa, Poland www.pzbs.pl
Jul 12-19 SABF Congress Durban, South Africa www.sabf.co.za
Jul 18-28 ACBL Summer NABC Las Vegas, NV www.acbl.org
Jul 26-Aug 4 25th Swedish Bridge Festival Orebro, Sweden www.svenskbridge.se
Jul 27-Aug 1 Chairman’s Cup Orebro, Sweden www.svenskbridge.se
Aug 2-11 Summer Festival Eastbourne, England www.ebu.co.uk
Aug 22-Sep 1 47th Grand Prix of Warsaw Warsaw, Poland www.pzbs.pl
Sep 6-14 58th International Festival Pula, Croatia www.pulabridgefestival.com
Sep 13-22 Guernsey Congress Guernsey, Channel Is. www.ebu.co.uk
Nov 28-Dec 8 ACBL Fall NABC San Francisco, CA www.acbl.org
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