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Editorial
The opinions expressed here are solely those of the Editor, and do not necessarily
represent those of the IBPA Executive or its members.

More Selection Woes. It is ironic that mere days after Ben Thompson of Australia
was so publicly critical of the English Bridge Union Selection Committee’s decision
to choose a team that had not won its Trials for England’s European Women’s
Championship team that the Australian Bridge Federation Management
Committee came under similar scrutiny and heavy fire.

Executive Vice-President
David Stern (Australia)
david.stern.bridge@gmail.com According to the ABF website, “The process for determining teams was difficult
and great care was taken to avoid potential conflicts of interest. The President,
Organizational
Bruce Neill, recused himself from all discussions of how the teams should be
Vice-President &
formed in light of his third placing in the Seniors’ Playoff. Management Committee
Member Kim Frazer also recused herself in light of her third placing in the
Bulletin Production
Women’s Playoff, until after she had declined a place in the Women’s team.
Manager
Dilip Gidwani (India)
The process was complicated by the late and unforeseen decision of the Asia
+91 98214 53817
Cup organisers to follow the Asia Games “Olympic format” and include only
dilipgidwani@hotmail.com
Men’s, Women’s, Mixed and “SuperMixed” event categories. At a very late stage, a
Seniors’ category was added and, later again, we received information that we
Secretary
have the option of sending extra teams.
Elisabeth van Ettinger
Since the ABF does not conduct Men’s playoffs, the ABF Management Committee
(Netherlands)
(excluding the recused members), with advice from the Tournament Committee,
+31 655 680 120
decided to refer to the results of the ABF Open, Women’s and Senior Playoffs as
e.ettinger@chello.nl
a guide.
Treasurer
This was clearly not a perfect fit, in particular for the pair placed fifth in the
Richard Solomon (NZ)
Open Playoffs which, as a mixed partnership, were not eligible for a Men’s team,
+64 9 232 8494
but were eligible to join a Senior team. (Italics mine. - Ed.) Recognising this, the ABF
rksolomon@xtra.co.nz
Management Committee (still without any input from recused members), made
a decision to recognise them as an eligible Senior pair. So, when only two positive
Awards Secretary
responses were received after inviting place getters 1-5 in the Seniors’ Playoffs
Brent Manley (USA)
to participate in the Asia Cup, the committee made a decision to offer them a
brentmanley@yahoo.com
place in the Seniors’ team. In this unprecedented situation, this seemed to be a
Membership Secretary
reasonable and pragmatic decision, taking all of the circumstances into account.
Katie Thorpe (Canada)
However, a protest about the outcome has been received and is being considered
+1 519 981 9248
by General Counsel.”
thorpe.katie@gmail.com
Paraphrasing one wag: “The ABF Management Committee was completely
blameless. The problem is that they could have been completely blameless so
Honorary Auditor
much better.”
Richard Fleet (England)
richardjfleet@gmail.com
The problem in both the EBU Selection Committee’s and the ABF Management
Honorary General Counsel Committee’s decisions was that (i.) they have certain rules and guidelines, and
David Harris (England)
Continued on page 14...
davidrharris@ntlworld.com
President Emeritus
Tommy Sandsmark (Norway)
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The 2108 White House Junior
International Teams
Kees Tammens,Amsterdam
The new kids on the block,Tim Heeres and Bob Drijver,
did an excellent job of organising the White House
Junior Internationals, with Het Witte Huis in
Amsterdam as the playing location. As well as 16
European countries, they welcomed China, Japan and
Singapore. Many nations used this tough challenge as
trials and/or training for the upcoming Youth World
Championships in Suzhou.
After three days of qualification (17 x 10 boards),
the quarterfinals (2 x 14 boards) were Poland v.
Singapore, England v. Netherlands Red, Sweden v.
Belgium and the Czech Republic v. Netherlands
White. After exciting, nail-biting finishes, Netherlands
Red (overcoming a 45-IMP deficit at halftime), the
Czech Republic and Belgium qualified on the last
board. They joined Poland in the semifinals; it was
Belgium v. Netherlands Red and Poland v. Czech
Republic, also 28 boards, for a place in the final. Again,
the last board decided one outcome when the
Belgians scored 11 IMPs to eliminate the Dutch by
2. After an impressive performance, the Czech
Republic had the better of favourite Poland. In three
sets of 14 boards each, Belgium and the Czech
Republic battled for the Carrousel Cup 2018.
‘Carrousel’ is a reminder of a discothèque frequented
by the Juniors in ‘s-Hertogenbosch, where the Junior
Internationals took place from 1993 to 2004.

West
North
East
Bahbout
Vojtik
Dehaye
Pass
Pass
2{ 1
2
2]
2[
Pass
3]
Pass
Pass
1. 4+ diamonds and a major, weak
2. Pass or correct

South
Kolek
Pass
Pass
Pass

After the surprising initial pass by North, the nebulous
two diamonds stole the bidding when South did not
want to risk a penalty double of three hearts. Down
three was plus 150 to the Czechs.
West
Melcak
Pass
Pass
Pass

North
Overmeire
1[
3}
Pass

East
Klems
Pass
Pass
Pass

South
Khomiakov
2}
3NT

At this table, once South responded with two clubs,
game was inevitable. West led the queen of hearts to
dummy’s ace. The queen of clubs held and the two of
clubs went to the king and ace. Declarer, Robert
Khomiakov, overtook the ten of clubs with the jack to
play a diamond for the queen and ace. West led the
jack of hearts and, when that held, played a third heart
for the nine and king. Two more rounds of clubs
brought East under pressure:
[A96
]—
{ 7
}8
[ J 10 8 5
] —
{ 2
}—

[K3
] 10 7
{ K
}—
[Q7
]8
{ J9
}—

First blood in the final went to Belgium when the
Czechs tried a part-score in the same suit in both
directions, going down a total of five tricks for 11 IMPs
to Belgium.

On the eight of clubs, East, Erik Klems, did his best by
discarding the three of spades. Declarer was not to
be fooled and cashed ace of spades, with the queen of
spades becoming his ninth trick and 20-0 for Belgium.

Dealer West. Neither Vul.
[A9642
]A
{ 76
}Q J 8 3 2
[ J 10 8 5
[K3
] QJ2
] 10 9 7 4 3
{ A432
{ K 10 8 5
}9 5
}K 6
[Q7
]K865
{ QJ9
} A 10 7 4

Dealer East. Both Vul.
[AKQJ865
]J7
{ A6
}9 3
[ 972
[4
] K 10 9 4 3
] A62
{ KJ94
{ 10 8 5 2
}5
} A Q J 10 8
[ 10 3
]Q85
{ Q73
}K 7 6 4 2

2

West
Bahbout
—
1]
Pass

North
Vojtik
—
4[

East
Dehaye
1}
Pass

South
Kolek
Pass
Pass

East decided to lead the two of hearts (third-best from
an even number). When declarer played the five from
dummy, West, Sam Bahbout, concluded correctly that
declarer, with ace-low would have put up the queen,
so he took his king, played back a club, got his ruff, and
played a heart to East’s ace for one off and a gain of 6
IMPs when Belgium bid and made three spades at the
other table: 26-0.
Dealer South. Neither Vul.
[K973
]863
{ Q942
}6 5
[ Q4
[ 10 6 2
] A J 10 7
] KQ54
{ J3
{ 876
} 10 9 7 4 2
}AJ8
[AJ85
]92
{ A K 10 5
}K Q 3
West
North
East
South
Melcák
Overmeire Klems
Khomiakov
—
—
—
1{
Pass
1[
Pass
3] 1
Double
Pass
Pass
4[
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. Good 4-card spade raise, invitational+
South probably took the pass by North, after the
double of three hearts, as encouraging, and so went
on. It seemed that the Czech Juniors, who had scored
plus 180 in one notrump, opened and passed out, at
the other table, would earn some IMPs to get off the
Schneider at last. It seemed unlikely that declarer
would guess spades. However, after two rounds of
hearts, the ace of clubs and a club to dummy’s king,
declarer, Jens van Overmeire, took stock. He counted
ten points in East (with the fall of the jack of clubs)
and with some divine inspiration and/or confidence
he presented West with the jack of spades to pick up
the trump position: 32-0 for Belgium.
Someone said long ago,“When you play well, Lady Luck
is going to sit on your shoulder.” This became true
when Belgium bid seven diamonds (six notrump at
the other table) with a trump suit of { AKJ1052
opposite { 87 and the queen of diamonds onside: 440 and a clean sheet in the first session.
The Czech juniors made a strong impression
throughout the whole week and fought back hard in

the second session (40-18) to raise their hopes. The
day started and ended Belgian when they outscored
the Czechs 47-16 in the final set for a grand and welldeserved victory (109-56) after a sometimes stunning
performance.
Results:

Junior Teams
Winner: BELGIUM- Clovis Dehaye, Sam Bahbout,
Dennis Dewit, Emiel Vandewiele, Robert Khomiakov,
Jens Van Overmeire, NPC Wouter Van den Hove
Runner-up: CZECH REPUBLIC - Erik Klemš (PC),
Martin Melèák, Jakub Vojtík, Lukáš Kolek

Pairs
Ilai Baniri/Assaf Yekteli (ISRAEL)

Pro-Am
GEBAKJE - Guy Mendes de León/Niels van
Bijsterveldt, Ruud van Rosmalen/Kees Tammens

Vanderbilt
Play &
Defence
Jerry Li, Beijing

Here is a deal from the Vanderbilt Knockout Teams,
Round of 32, in which the Chinese team PD TIMES
played against LAVAZZA. The Chinese players at both
tables performed wonderfully.
Board 12. Dealer West. NS Vul.
[ 10 5
]QJ954
{ Q9
} 10 9 8 6
[ AQ2
[K6
] K 10 7
] 832
{ AJ653
{ 10 8 7 2
}5 2
}AKJ4
[J98743
]A6
{ K4
}Q 7 3
West
North
East
South
1NT
Pass
3NT
Pass
Pass
Pass
The same contract was reached at both tables. Both
declarers received the queen-of-hearts opening lead,
won by South with the ace. Both Souths continued
with the heart six.
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At one table, declarer played the ten of hearts. The PD
Times North player won and played a third round of
hearts to declarer’s king. Lidang Dong pitched the king
of diamonds, establishing an entry for his partner!
There was then no way to make the contract.

Here are two examples of Brogeland’s excellent
technique. They are from this year’s Vanderbilt
Knockout Teams at the Spring Nationals in Philadelphia,
where Brogeland and Lindqvist reached the semifinals
as part of team DIAMOND.

At the other table, the defence started the same way,
but the declarer, Hou Xu, won the second heart. He
didn’t give the South player the opportunity make the
excellent play Dong did at the other table. Xu played a
spade to dummy and led a low diamond through South,
an avoidance play. When South played low, Xu won
with his ace and led a low diamond to South’s king,
making his contract. Had South played the king on the
low diamond from the dummy, Xu would have ducked.

Dealer North. EW Vul.
[AQJ9853
]A
{ 8
}6 4 3 2
[ 74
[ K 10 2
] J 10 4 2
] 8765
{ A Q 10 4 3 2
{ J95
}J
}KQ5
[6
]KQ93
{ K76
} A 10 9 8 7
West
North
East
South
Lindqvist
Brogeland
—
4{ 1
Pass
4[
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. Too strong to open 4[

Oh, Boy(e)
What a Bridge
Personality!
Knut Kjærnsrød,
Tored, Norway
Boye Brogeland, still a relatively young man of 45, has
been a dominant figure in Norwegian and
international bridge for more that two decades. Born
in a small town south of our main oil city, Stavanger,
he learned to play bridge from his grandparents at
the age of 8 and started playing regularly in a club at
12. He turned fully to bridge at 19 and earned his
first international title in Ghent in 1995, winning the
World Junior Pairs Championship. Since then he has
earned a string of titles and medals, including the 2007
Bermuda Bowl in Shanghai and several European and
ACBL Championships, including the Spingold and
Reisinger.
Brogeland really came into people’s focus when he
successfully spearheaded a campaign against cheating
in bridge in 2015, for which he has received global
recognition and even prizes: he was named IBPA
“Personality of the Year” in 2015 and was given the
ACBL’s “Sydney Lazard Jr. Sportsmanship” award in
2016. Brogeland currently serves on the ACBL’s AntiCheating Commission. He is also the editor of “Bridge
i Norge”, our only bridge magazine – a very
comprehensive and read-worthy publication.
Apart from being a dedicated bridge expert, Boye is a
very nice, friendly person and a very likeable man to
meet at the table, but I can tell you – you have to fight
for your tricks! For some years, he has had a very
successful partnership with Espen Lindqvist and I do
not hesitate to call them the best Norwegian pair at
the moment, perhaps only matched by Geir Helgemo
and Tor Helness.
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West led the knave of clubs. Brogeland knew the club
distribution when East followed with the five, so he
decided to let West hold the trick. That player shifted
to a heart to dummy’s ace. Brogeland played the ace
and queen of spades, and since East had the
outstanding trump, the contract was safe, both
remaining club losers going on the heart honours.
Declarer was quite fortunate to find West with the
ace of diamonds and just two spades, but winning with
the ace of clubs at trick one would have negated that
luck by removing the entry to the king-queen of hearts
too early.
Here is Brogeland at the helm in three notrump:
Dealer West. Neither Vul.
[75
]J4
{ AKJ953
}Q 9 8
[ A 10 8 6 3
[4
] K 10 9 2
] 87
{ —
{ Q 10
}A652
}J 7 4
[KQJ92
]AQ653
{ —
} K 10 3
West
North
East
Lindqvist
1[
2{
Pass
Pass
3{
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

87642

South
Brogeland
2]
3NT

West led a low club to the eight, knave and king, and
Brogeland played a heart to the knave, West ducking. A
spade to the king also held the trick, and a club
towards dummy was taken by the ace and a third club
played to the queen. Brogeland discarded two hearts
on the ace and king of diamonds, and West let go of a
spade and a heart, leaving this position:
[7
]4
{ J953
}—
[ A 10 8
] K 10
{ —
}6

[ —
] 8
{ Q 10 8 7 6
}—
[QJ92
] AQ
{ —
}—

When Brogeland played a spade to the queen, West
finally had to surrender the ninth trick in a major suit.
Winning with the ace of spades earlier would not have
helped West since he would then have had to bare
the heart king or be endplayed with the fourth round
of spades to lead a heart into the ace-queen or with
the second heart to lead a spade into the queen-jacknine.
(More of Brogeland’s exploits were on display in the last
two months’ IBPA Bulletins in articles on the 2nd European
Winter Games and the Vanderbilt. – Ed.)

Turkish
Delight
Erdal Sidar,
Istanbul

practice that discipline effectively only when they are
relatively young, and this period rarely exceeds 15
years. By contrast, bridge is a sport that one can play
for a lifetime. We need to convince arbitration boards
to consider this fact. However, since all sports in Turkey,
other than football, are currently under the same
regulations, the Turkish Bridge Federation is not able
to do anything but support and honour those
regulations.
Also during the Izmir Winter Open Team
Championship, Gianarrigo Rona put in an
appearance. He came to Kusadasi and Antalya to
make a preliminary investigation for a possible World
Championship to be held in Turkey.
I want to present a deal from each of those
tournaments. First, here is a deal from the Super
Cup, which was won by KOLATA (Suleyman Kolata,
Ismail Kandemir, Sevil Nuhoglu, and twin brothers
Ilker and Soner Cubukcu.
Dealer West. Both Vul.
[Q42
]A74
{ J64
} A K 10 6
[ J 9
[ A K 10 8 3
] K 10 9 3
] 6
{ Q 10 2
{ K875
}Q J 8 2
}5 4 3
[765
]QJ852
{ A93
}9 7
West
North
East
South
Pass
1}
1[
Double
Redouble 1 1NT
2{
2]
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. Doubleton spade and a desire to compete

Salim Yilankiran, who was sentenced to a six-month
ban because of cheating, and some of his prior
teammates and partners, took part in the Winter Teams.
The lifetime ban issued by the Turkish Bridge
Federation was overturned – such a sentence doesn’t
exist in the regulations of the Sports Board of
Discipline. Other than for doping, government sports
jurists have never applied a lifetime ban.

West led the jack of spades. After winning three
tricks in the suit, (West discarding the two of clubs),
East shifted to the five of diamonds. Declarer,
Suleyman Kolata, ducked to West’s queen and that
defender returned the diamond ten to the jack, king
and ace. Kolata cashed the nine of diamonds, then
played the queen of hearts. At this point, West made
the understandable error of covering with his king.
Declarer took the trick with dummy’s ace and played
three rounds of clubs, ruffing the third. West’s
distribution was then known to have been
2=4=3=4, so Kolata played a low heart towards
dummy’s seven. West had no answer to this play
and he won only one trick from the king-ten-ninethree of hearts.

At the top, there is a time factor limiting participation
in a sport. For most classical sports, individuals can

At the other table, two hearts was down one trick,
so KOLATA gained 5 IMPs.

In Turkey, three important events took place recently:
the Turkish Open Pairs, the Super Cup at Antalya,
limited to 80 teams (determined via regional quota),
and the Izmir Winter Open Team Championship, with
the participation of 208 teams.
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My next deal is from the Winter Open Team
Championship, won by YALIKAVAK Bridge Club:
Hakan Goksu, Zafer Senguler, Isin Kandemir, Kenan
Ozkurt, Yusuf Sohtorik and Can Berktas.
Dealer South. Both Vul.
[A97
]A872
{ 7543
}A K
[QJ543
[ 10 8
] 96
] Q J 10 4
{ Q92
{ J 10 6
}Q75
} J 10 6 4
[K62
]K53
{ AK8
}9 8 3 2
West
North
East
South
—
—
—
1}
Pass
1]
Pass
1NT
Pass
3NT
Pass
Pass
Pass
West led the four of spades (fourth-highest). Declarer,
Ahmet Kahraman, ducked East’s eight, so East
continued with the ten of spades. Declarer won with
dummy’s ace and ducked a diamond, losing to East’s
ten. East shifted to the four of clubs. Kahraman won
in dummy and led a heart, again ducking East’s ten.
East led another club, but Kahraman could now test
both red suits. With three tricks from diamonds plus
two tricks each from the other three suits, he had
nine tricks.
At the other table, the contract and opening lead were
the same, but declarer took the first trick with his
king and gave up a heart to East’s queen.After a second
spade, he ducked, but took the third, tested hearts,
then played the three of diamonds from the dummy,
taken in hand, crossed to dummy with a club and led
another diamond. When the queen did not appear,
this avoidance play was in vain as West could win the
third diamond and cash out the spades for one off.
YALIKAVAK had won 12 IMPs.
Dealer East. Both Vul.
[ 10 7 5 2
] J 10 2
{ QJ32
}4 2
[4
] KQ43
{ 9854
} 10 7 5 3
[Q863
]9
{ A K 10 7
}K J 9 6
6

[AKJ9
] A8765
{ 6
}AQ8

West
—
3]
Pass

North
—
Pass
Pass

East
1]
4]

South
Double
Pass

Three hundred pairs contested the Güven Erkaya
Turkish Open Pairs over six sessions, two per day. The
event was won by Suleyman Kolata and Ismail Kandemir,
national team members. This deal features Nafiz Zorlu.
South led the ace, then the king of diamonds. Zorlu,
the declarer, ruffed, went to the king of hearts, ruffed
another diamond, cashed the major-suit aces, ruffed
the nine of spades in dummy and ruffed dummy’s last
diamond with his final trump. Then he cashed the king
of spades and followed with the jack of spades,
discarding two clubs from dummy. South won the
fourth round of spades, but had only clubs left, so was
forced to lead one into declarer’s ace-queen. Making
11 tricks was worth 91 of 100 matchpoints for Zorlu.

Like Son,
Like Father
Nils Kvangraven,
Dalsbygda,
Østerdalen, Norway
www.kvangraven.no

The best boards to read about are those in which the
hero does something unusual that pays off. Morten
Bilde plays a strong game and can go off-road to look
for options in the play. He has impressed me many
times with his solid, yet creative bridge. It’s no wonder
that his son Dennis Bilde has reached the stars, being
among the world’s best players. Morten is still going
strong; you should be aware that when he arrives at
your table, he is a gentleman, but has a sting in his card
play.
IMPs. Dealer North. NS Vul.
[86
]KJ932
{ A85
}9 3 2
[ 975
[ K J 10 4 3 2
] A76
] 8
{ K Q 10 7 3
{ J64
}AQ
}J75
[ AQ
] Q 10 5 4
{ 92
} K 10 8 6 4

West
North
Høyland
Graversen
—
Pass
2NT 1
Pass
4[
Pass
1. Relay
2. Shortness in hearts

East
F. Helness
2[
3] 2
Pass

South
M. Bilde
Pass
Pass
Pass

On this deal from the Zimmerman Cup at the 2nd
European Winter Games in Monte Carlo, Morten
showed us how to defend.
The nine of diamonds was led. Declarer, Fredrik
Helness, played low and won the trick with his jack
when North contributed the five. Helness continued
with a heart to the ace followed by the nine of spades,
six from North, two from hand and the ace(!) from
South. South shifted to the four of clubs. Helness
feared that a losing finesse in clubs would lead to a
diamond ruff. If that were the case, he would have
gone down in a cold contract. It seemed better to
play safely for ten tricks by winning with the ace of
clubs, followed by a second spade finesse. Helness
therefore won with the ace of clubs. His next move
was to repeat the spade finesse.
That was just what Morten Bilde had hoped for;
the curtain went down for declarer. He could not
deny the defence the ace of diamonds and the king
of clubs, so the contract was one down. A ‘cold’
contract had been defeated.
It is hard to blame declarer. He had a very good reason
for refusing the club finesse. After all, the spade finesse
had worked and the contract looked safe. Fredrik told
me about this defence with a smile; he also enjoys a
great defence even when he ends up on the losing
end!
The beauty of bridge can be found in any deal: in the
bidding, in the play, or in the defence. Mostly we read
about players bidding to game or slam and finding an
end-position or taking advantage of a mistake and
bringing home the contract in an unusual way. But even
a one-notrump contract can be wonderful, as we shall
see here:
Dealer East. EW Vul,
[ 10 8 7
] A 10 9 4
{ J95
} A75
[ KJ
] 8752
{ Q842
} KJ9
[ AQ52
] K63
{ 73
} Q 10 3 2

[
]
{
}

9643
QJ
A K 10 6
864

West
North
East
—
—
Pass
Pass
1{ 2
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. 2+ clubs, balanced or natural
2. Hearts

South
1} 1
1NT

I find it interesting to read about partscore boards
that were played perfectly. When the cards are
divided more equally, I find it harder to play the deal;
it is more impressive when those deals are played
correctly. Take a look at this great from a team game
consisting of top-level Norwegian players.
West led the deuce of diamonds. East won with the
ten and continued with the king of diamonds to
clarify the position for his partner. Then he shifted
to the six of spades, West winning with the jack. West
continued with the queen of diamonds and a
diamond to the ace, South discarding a heart and a
club, North a heart. The queen of hearts came next,
South winning with his king. Another heart went to
the ace and East had follow with his jack.
It was not too difficult to calculate the high-card
points between East and West. East had passed initially
and by now had shown the ace-king of diamonds
and the queen-jack of hearts. Thus he could not hold
more than the jack of clubs; both black-suit kings
had to be in the West hand.
Declarer found a distribution that could let him make
his contract. He played a spade to the ace, West had
to play the king. The position had come down to this
ending
[ 10
] 10
{ —
}A 7 5
[ —
] 87
{ —
}K J 9

[94
] —
{ —
}8 6 4
[Q5
]—
{ —
} Q 10 3

South played the five of spades, but what card could
West discard? A club would let declarer play the ace
and another, setting up his seventh trick. So West
discarded a heart. Declarer read the position
perfectly when he discarded the queen of spades
on the ten of hearts then played a low club. When
East followed low, South put in the ten, letting West
in with the jack. West was endplayed and had to give
declarer the last two tricks with the ace and queen
of clubs.
7

IBPA Column Service
Tim Bourke, Canberra
Members may use these deals as they wish, without attributing the author or IBPA.
901. Dealer North. EW Vul.
[K 9
] A K Q 10 3
{ 9 7 3
} 10 8 2
[ Q 10 4
[5 2
] 9 8 7
] J642
{ QJ6
{ 10 8 5 2
}K Q J 4
}9 7 6
[AJ8763
]5
{ AK4
}A 5 3
West
North
East
South
—
1]
Pass
1[
Pass
1NT
Pass
2{1
Pass
2]
Pass
2[
Pass
3[
Pass
4NT 2
Pass
5] 3
Pass
6[
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. Artificial game-force
2. Roman Key Card Blackwood
3. 2 key cards; no queen of spades
After the game-forcing enquiry over the onenotrump rebid, North promised a good five-card
heart suit. South’s continuation of two spades
suggested a six-card suit. After an optimistic check
on key cards, South bid the slam.
West led the king of clubs. Declarer saw that
playing for trumps to be 3-2 and for East to hold
the queen was little better than a one-in-three
chance. Instead, he decided to play on hearts,
hoping that the suit was 4-3. So, declarer cashed
the three top hearts and discarded his two low
clubs from hand. Next, instead of playing a trump
he led a fourth heart. When East followed South
ruffed with the jack of trumps. (If East had held
the queen of trumps and the suit had been 3-2,
this would have insured the contract.)
After West overruffed with the queen of trumps,
he tried to cash the queen of clubs, but declarer
ruffed it low in hand then took the ace and king of
trumps. As West had started with 3-3 in the majors
declarer claimed twelve tricks: five trumps, four
hearts and the three minor suit tops. Once the
8

hearts had proved to be 4-3, with the jack still
outstanding, using this approach rated to succeed
about 60% of the time.
You should note that if the jack of hearts had fallen
doubleton, declarer would have continued with a
third heart winner, hoping that the player who
ruffed this had started with exactly three trumps.
902. Dealer South. EW Vul.
[ K J 10
]J63
{ KJ
}9 8 7 6 2
[ —
[876542
] AKQ842
] 10 9 7
{ 9 6 4 3
{ 10 7
}K J 5
} Q 10
[AQ93
]5
{ AQ852
}A 4 3
West
North
East
South
—
—
—
1{
1]
Double
Pass
4[
Pass
Pass
Pass
While North’s double promised four spades, he
felt obliged to bid something and considered that
his three-card suit had the same playing strength
as some four-card suits.
West led the ace of hearts and declarer raised an
eyebrow of concern about dummy’s spade length.
Declarer could count ten easy tricks if spades were
no worse than 4-2 and diamonds 4-2. That
suggested playing for control, so he discarded a
l o w c l u b f r o m h a n d on the king-of-hearts
continuation.
After West continued with the queen of hearts
declarer kept to his plan and discarded a second
low club from hand. Suspecting that his partner
had six trumps, West continued with a fourth
round of hearts. Declarer ruffed this in dummy
with the ten of trumps and then cashed the king
of trumps. The awful break was revealed and
declarer finished two down, complaining all the way
about his bad luck.

“Despite the fact that the declarer problem you
faced looked like it was about retaining control,
you should have ruffed the second heart rather
than discard a club,” said an unsympathetic dummy.
“At trick three, play a diamond to the king then
the jack of diamonds back to the ace. After ruffing
a diamond come back to hand with the ace of clubs
and ruff a second diamond. Next ruff dummy’s
remaining heart then ruff your last diamond, which
would be your eighth trick. The ace and queen of
trumps would be your ninth and tenth tricks. This
approach will succeed unless one of your minorsuit winners is ruffed and is independent of how
the trumps break.”
903. Dealer North. Neither Vul.
[ A J 10
]Q
{ AJ653
}Q 4 3 2
[ 9 8 6 4
[ —
] 8 7 2
] K J 10 9 6 3
{ 4 2
{ K98
}K J 9 5
} 10 8 7 6
[KQ7532
]A54
{ Q 10 7
}A
West
North
East
South
—
1{
2]
2[
Pass
4[
Pass
6[
Pass
Pass
Pass
In a team match, both Wests led a third-highest
two of hearts to dummy’s queen, East’s king and
declarer’s ace.
At one table, declarer ruffed a heart at trick two
then cashed the ace of trumps. Next he continued
with a club to his ace and ran his queen of
diamonds to East’s king. East found the best
defence of forcing dummy with a high heart,
thereby promoting West’s nine of trumps into the
setting trick.
At the other table, declarer led a low trump at
trick two. Dummy’s ten won and declarer returned
to hand with the ace of clubs and led the queen of
diamonds, which held the trick.
This declarer was confident that East was capable
of withholding the king of diamonds and that West
would have covered the queen of diamonds if he
had held the king. So he continued with a low
diamond to dummy’s ace. Declarer continued by
crossruffing clubs and hearts to make the next five
tricks, for ten in all. Declarer claimed two of the
last three tricks with his king and queen of trumps.

While he may have relied on table feel to make his
contract, declarer’s approach was with the odds: a
0=6=3=4 original shape with East was much more
likely than 0=6=2=5.
If both defenders had followed to the first trump
declarer intended to cross back to hand with the
ace of clubs to ruff a heart. Then, after ruffing a
club back to hand for another heart ruff, declarer
would return to hand with a second club ruff, draw
trumps and finally run the queen of diamonds. If
this had lost, he would still have had a trump in
hand to take care of a heart or club return.
904. Dealer South. Both Vul.
[AK
]AQ4
{ 85432
}A J 4
[ 9 8 7 4
[5 3 2
] 7 2
] J963
{ K J 10 9 6
{ 7
} 10 3
}9 8 6 5 2
[ Q J 10 6
] K 10 8 5
{ AQ
}K Q 7
West
North
East
South
—
—
—
1NT
Pass
6NT
Pass
Pass
Pass
West led the nine of spades. Declarer could count
eleven tricks and saw that he would need to
develop an extra trick in one of the red suits. So,
after winning the first tricks with dummy’s ace and
king of spades, he led a diamond to his queen and
West’s king. West now found the sensible exit of a
spade, forcing declarer to do all of the hard work
on his own.
The contract now depended on making four tricks
in hearts and that suggested gathering as much
distributional information as possible before
touching hearts. After taking the queen and jack of
spades, throwing diamonds from dummy, declarer
cashed the ace of diamonds, noting the 5-1 break.
Declarer continued by cashing the three club
winners. When West discarded a diamond on the
third club, he was marked with an original
distribution of 4=2=5=2. This allowed declarer to
be sure that East had a starting shape of 3=4=1=5.
So, declarer cashed dummy’s ace and queen of
hearts, then led dummy’s four of hearts. When East
followed with the nine of hearts declarer covered
this with the ten. The king of hearts was his twelfth
trick.
9

of hearts, the diamond queen should be in the South
hand. With that queen North would have had 7 HCP
and would likely have made a mixed raise rather than
a pre-emptive one.

Polish Team Qualification
for the 2018 European Team
Championships

So, Gawel took the club shift with the ace, ruffed a
heart and played the diamond jack, finessing when
South followed with the two. Then he led to the ace
of diamonds, ruffed a heart, and discarded a club on
the diamond king. It was the only way to make the
contract, as the full deal was:
[ A 10 9 8
] J 10 4 2
{ 94
}J 7 3

Marek Wójcicki, Nienadowa, Poland
The final stage of qualification for the Polish Open
Team for the European Team Championships in
Ostende was played from April 9 to 13. The qualifiers
were the three best teams from the initial stages of
the competition plus last year’s winners. They played
128-board semifinals and a 160-board final.

[ KJ764
] 865
{ A5
}A K 8

[Q32
] 7
{ K J 10 7 3
} 10 9 6 5
[5
]AKQ93
{ Q862
}Q 4 2

The favourites were K. Buras/G. Narkiewicz, J. Kalita/
M. Nowosadzki, W. Gawel/R. Jagniewski of the
BRIDGE24.PL team. They easily won their semifinal
against DABROWSKI (M. Dabrowski/J. Stepinski, M.
Bartkowski/M. Dalecki, P. Miechowicz/A. Pawlak). In the
other semifinal, there was a surprise – the lesserknown team of MARKS (R. Marks/M. Chodacki, P.
Ilczuk/P. Koluda, M. Jeleniewski/L. Ohrysko) beat last
year’s winners – S. Golebiowski/P.Tuszynski, K. Jassem/
P. Zatorski, P. W. Strzemecki/P. Zawada). Thus, the final
was BRIDGE24.PL vs. MARKS.

At the second table, the bidding was similar, with one
small difference:
West
North
East
South
Marks
Nowosadzki Chodacki
Kalita
—
Pass
Pass
1]
1
1[
2[
3[
4]
4[
Double
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. Mixed raise: 6-9 HCP with 4+ hearts

The first board of the final showed which way the
wind was blowing – Wojciech Gawel played in four
spades on the following layout:

The play started the same way: jack of hearts to the
queen and the four-of-clubs shift. Here declarer had
fewer clues from the bidding and went down.

Dealer North. Neither Vul.
[ KJ764
[ Q32
] 865
] 7
{ A5
{ K J 10 7 3
} AK8
} 10 9 6 5
West
North
East
South
Gawel
Ohrysko
Jagniewski Jeleniewski
—
Pass
Pass
1]
1
1[
3]
3[
4]
4[
Double
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. Pre-emptive: up to 7 HCP with 4+ hearts

This deal shows the change of approach of many
top pairs to preemptive raises after major-suit
openings and overcalls. Usually they work like waving
a red flag at a bull, enabling declarer to locate
shortness in the opponents’ suit and making for
better hand evaluation. Thus the trend goes towards
less-limited jumps – mixed raises with a wider range
of strength. Also, preempts very often give clues to
declarer – this deal was a very good example.

North led the jack of hearts. South overtook with
the queen and shifted to (Polish style, 2nd/4th) the
four of clubs. How would you continue?
Gawel took the clues from the bidding and final
double: the ace of spades – probably fourth – was
with North and, since he had already shown the jack
10

The final was not a cakewalk, but the favourites won
308-231, MARKS conceding after nine of the ten
scheduled sets (67-23, 30-20, 25-26, 25-21, 27-60,
36-13, 14-34, 51-0, 33-34, surrender).
So, the Polish Open Team for the 54th European Team
Championships is: Krzysztof Buras–Grzegorz
Narkiewicz, Jacek Kalita–Michal Nowosadzki,
Wojciech Gawel–Rafal Jagniewski. Probably it will be
one of the favourites to medal.

OZ BRIDGE
Ron Klinger,
Northbridge, NSW
www.ronklingerbridge.com

On this deal, which arose in the 2017 Barrier Reef
Congress Teams, cover the East/West cards and
consult the auction below. Against four hearts, West
leads the ten of diamonds: two – jack – ace. You play
the ace of hearts and West discards the diamond three.
How would you plan the play?
Dealer North. Neither Vul.
[ 10 7 4
] K J 10 3 2
{ 42
}8 7 2
[ Q63
[ 52
] —
] 98754
{ K 10 9 8 7 5 3
{ QJ
} 10 9 6
}KQJ5
[AKJ98
]AQ6
{ A6
}A 4 3
West
North
East
South
—
Pass
Pass
2NT
Pass
3{ 1
Pass
3[ 2
Pass
4{ 3
Pass
4]
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. Transfer to hearts
2. Super-accept, 4-5 spades, exactly 3 hearts
3. Re-transfer to hearts
West led the ten of diamonds to South’s ace. The ace
of hearts revealed the 5-0 trump break, so Warren
Lazer (South) played the jack of spades. Had that won,
he would have cashed the spade ace, drawn trumps
and made 12 tricks. Fred Whitaker (West), in light of
South’s three-spade bid, took the jack of spades with
the queen and cashed the king of diamonds. When he
switched to a club, South won, drew trumps and made
11 tricks for plus 450.
A more testing defence would have been a third
diamond by West. South’s plan would have been to
ruff in hand, cash the heart queen, cross to the ten of
spades and draw East’s trumps. However, he’d have
needed to change plans when East discarded a spade
on the third diamond. In that case, East would have
ruffed in if South had played a spade to the ten. A
switch to a club would then have left declarer with
no quick access to dummy.
So, when East discards a spade on the third diamond,
declarer would need to ruff the diamond with the

heart six, overtake the queen of hearts with the king
and cash the jack and ten of hearts. Now when declarer
plays spades, he would lose only a diamond, a heart
and a spade.
At the other table, South was also in four hearts. West
led the ten of clubs. South took the ace, drew five rounds
of trumps and then ran the ten of spades to the queen.
Ah, you think, one down, as continuing with clubs gives
East three club tricks. Not quite. On the run of the hearts,
West discarded his other two clubs and so South made
11 tricks, plus 450, and just another flat board!

Ducks &
Sand
Andrew Robson,
London
www.andrewrobson.co.uk

Three Ducks in a Row
Do you know how many collective nouns there are
for ducks (of the feathered variety)? We have a bunch,
a paddling, a raft, a safe, a skein, a sord, a sore, a string
and a team. Nine.
The defence put up a veritable paddling (my favourite
of the above list) of ducks on today’s deal from a Gold
Cup match.
Teams. Dealer South. Both Vul.
[873
]KJ6
{ J742
}KQ5
[ K94
[ 10 6
] Q 10 9 3
] A52
{ KQ95
{ 10 8 3
}A6
} 10 9 8 4 3
[AQJ52
]874
{ A6
}J 7 2
West
North
East
South
Crouch
Forrester
—
—
—
1[
Double
2[
Pass
Pass
Pass
West did well not to lead the king of diamonds against
two spades, preferring the top of his internal heart
sequence. Declarer tried dummy’s jack and now came
Duck No.1. East, Herefordshire’s Tony Forrester, was
unwilling to use his only high card at trick one, before
he knew what to do next. He ducked dummy’s jack of
11

hearts. At trick two, declarer played a trump to the
queen and now came Duck No. 2. West, Surrey’s Peter
Crouch, let declarer’s queen of trumps hold the trick.
He expected declarer to repeat the finesse and a
cunning plan was beginning to form. Declarer, unaware
of the danger that lurked, led a club towards dummy
to repeat the trump finesse and now came Duck No.
3 – West played the six and let dummy’s queen win.

sprung to life, also aware that partner’s unusual bidding
was suggestive of sandbagging. Given that his solitary
asset for partner was his minor-suit distribution, you’d
have to say that this was also a great shot. I suspect he
was more concerned that his complete lack of defence
would mean that six clubs was making and he was
saving (indeed he would have had to lead a heart, for a
ruff, to beat six clubs).

At trick four declarer led a second trump to his jack
and now the three ducks reaped dividends. West won
his king of trumps, then cashed his ace of clubs to
void himself (on which East played the ten as a suit
preference signal for the higher-ranking side-suit,
hearts).

When you pick up a one-in-a million hand such as
South’s, you have various options. You can be entirely
honest and bid the value of your hand straight away
(here five diamonds); maybe the opponents will let
you play there (in your dreams).

West duly led the queen of hearts, covered by the
king and ace, whereupon East led a third club for West
to ruff. West now cashed the nine of hearts and exited
with the king of diamonds. Declarer won with the ace
but there was no way he could get rid of his second
diamond. West’s queen of the suit had to score and
that was the sixth defensive trick. Down one.

Sand. Bags of It
This incredible deal comes from the 17th Chairman’s
Cup in Örebro, Sweden. It features the invited English
team of Neil Rosen/Martin Jones, Heather Dhondy/
Nevena Senior and Peter Crouch/Derek Patterson.
They won no medals, but Jones (sitting South) and
Rosen (North) certainly had a tale to tell.
Dealer West. Neither Vul.
[J7432
]Q9642
{ 84
}2
[K85
[ Q 10 9 6
] K J 10 5
] A873
{ —
{ 6
} K Q 10 8 6 3
}AJ95
[A
]—
{ A K Q J 10 9 7 5 3 2
}7 4
West
North
East
South
Rosen
Jones
1}
2} 1
Double2
2{ 3
3}
Pass
4}
4{ 4
5}
Pass
Pass
5{
6}
6{
Double
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. Michaels: 5+/5+ in the majors
2. Showing clubs in East/West’s methods
3. Sandbag No. 1
4. Sandbag No. 2
West made a good shot with six clubs – he was not
fooled by South’s sandbagging – whereupon Rosen
12

Alternatively, you can bid beyond the value of your
hand (six diamonds). This has a number of ways to
gain: the opponents may bid on, taking a phantom
sacrifice of seven clubs; whereas if you bid five
diamonds, then six diamonds over their six clubs, they
will not then bid on to seven clubs (and you’d expect
to go down one in six diamonds); or they may let you
play (in six diamonds) and if dummy hits with an
unexpected trick (as here), you make.
There is a third approach: the one taken by Coventry’s
Martin Jones. The slow-play or sandbag. Popular in
poker when you have the likely “nuts” (best hand),
you underbid (two diamonds), planning to work up
slowly. The opponents do not believe you have such a
good hand given your low start and let you play
prematurely (doubled) when they should be bidding
on.
On the actual deal, with clubs bid at every level from
one to six and diamonds from two to six, West led
the king of clubs against six diamonds doubled.. “I
should have redoubled,” said Jones as the paltry dummy
was tabled. Rosen thought he had to be joking and
you can only imagine his face as declarer was claiming
12 tricks two seconds later – his second club being
ruffed in dummy.

Can You Do
Better?
Mikael Grönkvist,
Stockholm
Last month, stage two of this year’s Swedish Teams
Championships was played. After regional qualifiers, 60
teams qualified for the semifinals. The semis were
played as ten different heats in nine different cities
with Uppsala, 70 km north of Stockholm, hosting two
heats. Each heat plays a round robin where the winner
out of the six teams qualifies for the final, to be played
in the middle of May.

Reigning champions and therefore the team to beat is
MICHIELSEN (Simon Hult, Per-Ola Cullin, Ola and
Mikael Rimstedt, Peter Bertheau, Fredrick Wrang).
Despite not containing the player giving the team its
name (Marion Michielsen played last year instead of
Wrang but, this year, was about to give birth) they still
qualified easily for the finals after six handy wins.
Here are two of the key deals in quiz format. Can you
do as well as (or better than!) our players?
Dealer South. Both Vul.
[—
]Q9862
{ 10 7 2
}A K J 9 4
[AK95
] A K J 10 3
{ K
}8 6 2
West
North
East
South
—
—
—
1]
Pass
4NT 2
2[
4[ 1
Pass
5} 3
Pass
5{ 4
5
Pass
6}
Pass
6]
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. Spade void in support of hearts
2. RKCB
3. 1 or 4 key cards
4. Queen ask
5. Queen of hearts plus king of clubs
How would you play the contract of six hearts after West
leads the queen of spades? Decide before reading on.
Per-Ola Cullin showed us why the team are favourites
for the title with this clever piece of declarer play from
the second match.
The slam hinges on playing clubs for no loser.Without
any bidding from East/West, cashing a high club, then,
if the queen has not fallen, taking a mundane club
finesse looks like the best choice. However,
considering West’s weak jump overcall, that line of
play did not appeal to Cullin. Looking for alternatives,
he ruffed the lead in dummy, led a trump to hand
and ruffed a second spade with the queen of hearts.
A trump to hand saw West pitch an encouraging
diamond and when Cullin cashed the ace and king
of spades, pitching two diamonds from dummy, he
saw East follow with the ten of spades on the third
round before pitching a discouraging diamond. This,
together with the jump overcall, vulnerable, on
queen-jack-empty-sixth, placed the ace of diamonds
with West, thought Cullin.
So, instead of taking the club finesse, Cullin cashed
dummy’s ace and king of clubs. When no queen fell, he
exited with a diamond to endplay West. This was the
full deal:

[—
]Q9862
{ 10 7 2
}A K J 9 4
[ QJ8762
[ 10 4 3
] 7
] 54
{ AQ94
{ J8653
}7 3
} Q 10 5
[AK95
] A K J 10 3
{ K
}8 6 2
Plus 1430 was worth 17 IMPs with the other table
going down in the same contract.
Note that a similar line could endplay East, if he had had
the ace of diamonds, by cashing just one high club. The
diamond-ace lead would also beat the contract
legitimately as no endplay would then have been
possible.This line was found at a couple of tables, mostly
when North declared in six hearts after a Precision
one-club opener. Well done to the West players who
cashed the ace of diamonds on lead against slam!
In the last match, against MICHIELSEN, I found myself
declaring what looked like a routine four-heart
contract. Sometimes, these contracts can be the most
difficult ones ...
Dealer East. Both Vul.
[ AKQ
]AK74
{ A6543
}9
[96
] Q 10 8 5
{ Q82
} Q 10 8 3
West
North
East
South
—
—
1} 1
Pass
1] 2
1[ 3
3[
4]
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. 2+ clubs, natural or balanced outside the
notrump range
2. 4+ spades
3. Takeout
After my overbid of four hearts, both North and East
thought for a while before passing. West led the heart
two and I had to find the best line. What would be
your plan?
If diamonds were behaving somewhat well, this didn’t
look like much of a problem. I decided against East
having 4=1=4=4 and ran the trump lead to the nine
and ten before crossing to dummy with a spade for a
low diamond towards my hand. When East discarded
a club I was in trouble. I stuck in the eight of diamonds,
but West won and played a second trump. I couldn’t
13

do better than winning in dummy, cashing two rounds
of spades and playing a club towards hand. East rose
with the king and played a third round of trumps. I
won in hand and led the queen of clubs, discarding a
diamond from dummy, but East could win and get out
with the fourth spade. I had to lose a further trick in
one of the minors for down one. The full deal:

Colin Simpson
(1948-2018)

[AKQ
]AK74
{ A6543
}9
[8754
] 62
{ K J 10 9 7
}6 2
[96
] Q 10 8 5
{ Q82
} Q 10 8 3

[ J 10 3 2
] J93
{ —
}AKJ754

Could I have done better? Absolutely! Despite getting
the toughest opening lead (four hearts made at the other
table after a club lead), I can still make four hearts – at
least if I don’t play on diamonds. If, instead, I win the
trump lead in hand and cross to dummy on a spade to
lead a club towards my hand, East can win and get out
with the a trump (or a spade), but I can cash the other
spades (pitching a diamond), come to hand with a trump
and run the queen of clubs to East, pitching a diamond
from dummy. He would then be endplayed into helping
me with the clubs or by leading a spade.
Since a club from East would be giving up, suppose he
leads a spade: I discard a second diamond, ruff in
dummy, play the ace of diamonds and ruff a diamond,
then exit with the ten of clubs to East’s jack. East would
have to give me the eight of clubs at trick 13.
By playing a diamond at trick three, I had lost an
unnecessary trick and could not engineer this endplay
anymore. While this line is a lot easier to find in the
post-mortem, maybe East’s thinking over four hearts
provided an indicator?

Colin Simpson died on March 18, 2018. Simpson
won the World Senior Team Championship in
2009 and the 2014 European Senior Team
Championship, both with England. He had
represented England’s Open and Senior teams
in 13 World and European competitions. He was
a recipient of the English Bridge Union’s
Diamond Award in 2017 for his excellence and
success over a sustained period for England’s
international teams.
Simpson also had an impressive career in the
Special Branch of the London Metropolitan
Police Force. In 1982, he came to the world’s
attention when he was guarding the Israeli
Ambassador to the UK, Schlomo Argov, who
was attacked and shot by an Abu Nidal
Organisation terrorist in an assassination
attempt. Simpson gave chase and shot the
assailant at considerable personal risk as the
assailant shot at him. The incident provided
impetus to Israel’s invasion of Lebanon three
days later. Simpson went on to become the
bodyguard to former Home Secretary and
Deputy Prime Minister Viscount Willie
Whitelaw.

...Editorial (cont.)
(ii.) unforeseen circumstances arose which either were in conflict with those guidelines, or presented insoluble
problems given the limited scope of their rules.
Let’s look at the selection of members of other sports teams, for example, England’s team for the World Cup this
summer in Russia. It is completely normal practice that Gareth Southgate, the England Manager, chooses all players
on the team. Southgate may accept advice from other his staff, other players, managers or even the FA, but team
membership is his decision alone.Australia’s National Rugby Team Coach, Michael Cheika, has similar responsibilities,
subject to eligibility rules. Would it be sensible for countries other than the USA to appoint a Manager, Coach or
NPC, whatever he/she is called and give that player responsibility for choosing the team? Some countries do, or
have done, this already, notably Italy and Sweden, with great success. Whatever the answer is for England and
Australia (and let these public-relations disasters be a warning to others), changes in the selection process
procedures and greater definition of those procedures need to be made.
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Correspondence
The Editor reserves the right to
abridge and/or edit correspondence.
Email: ibpaeditor@sympatico.ca

Dave Parkin writes to tell us about New Zealands’s bridge
club doctor…
Hi John,
I was impressed with an article I read today and thought
you would be interested.
Regards, Dave Parkin, Preston, UK
The talents and enthusiasm of Jane Stearns from
Cambridge have been recognised and put to good
use by New Zealand Bridge. Jane has addressed
the regional conferences of Canterbury, Auckland,
Otago, and the Central District’s annual
conference. Her main message is of fundamental
importance to our game: how to arrest the fall in
numbers participating.
Jane has done sterling work in revitalising several
clubs around the district. She will ‘adopt’ a club
for a year, working with the committee and the
members to get lots of learners along to the
lessons which she presents using NZB material.
There’s often refurbishment of the premises, a
new website, involvement in X-Clubs – a veritable
make-over of the whole club. Starting with her
time as Club Captain at Cambridge, Jane has used
her special magic to breathe new life into Te Aroha,
Te Awamutu, Matamata and Putaruru/Tokoroa.
More information can be found at:
http://www.waikatobays.bridge-club.org/node/157

successor is named. A search committee has been
formed and work is underway to fill the position.
Gidwani had been in the job for less than one year.

Ph.D. in Bridge
The Faculty of Social Sciences at the University of
Stiring in Scotland seeks a Ph.D. candidate to undertake
a three-year project for the first-ever doctoral
research project on bridge.This three year, fully-funded
Ph.D. studentship offers an exciting opportunity to
contribute to the development of a new, innovative
academic field: the Sociology of Bridge
The results of this research studentship will be
beneficial to the wider bridge community, providing
insights into why people play, as well as what helps
and hinders their learning.
For further information and application details see:
h t t p s : / / w w w. f i n d a p h d . c o m / s e a rc h /
ProjectDetails.aspx?PJID=97713
Closing date for applications 22 June - advert also on
www.jobs.ac.uk

www.ibpa.com
This Bulletin:
You can access an electronic copy of this Bulletin
at www.ibpa.com/640xe.pdf

Subscriptions:

NEWS &
VIEWS

You can apply to join the IBPA or renew your
subscription on the website by clicking on the
appropriate button on the top of the homepage.

Members’ Addresses:

ACBL CEO Fired

You can find fellow members’ contact details at:
www.jannersten.org. If you have forgotten your
access code: thorpe.katie@gmail.com

Bahar Gidwani, Chief Executive Officer of the ACBL,
has been relieved of his duties.

The 2016 Handbook:

According to ACBL President Jay Whipple, “While
Mr. Gidwani brought many new ideas to the
organization, we regret there are issues that remain
unresolved despite counselling by the Board of
Directors.” For legal reasons, Whipple cannot
elaborate further.
The Board of Directors has appointed Chief Financial
Officer Joe Jones to fill the role of acting CEO until a

To access the electronic version of the Handbook,
go to the IBPA website: www.ibpa.com

Personal Details Changes:
Whenever your contact details change, please
amend them as appropriate in the database found
at: www.jannersten.org
or inform the Membership Secretary,
Katie Thorpe: thorpe.katie@gmail.com
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World Bridge Calendar
DATES

EVENT

LOCATION

Portuguese Grand Prix
68th South American Championships

Estoril, Portugal
Bahia, Brazil

INFORMATION

2018
May 8-13
May 11-19

www.fpbridge.pt
http://comandatuba2018.
csabridge.org/?lang=en
May 11-20
United States Bridge Championship
Houston,TX
www.usbf.org
May 14-18
23rd Barrier Reef Congress
Townsville, Qld., Australia
www.abf.com.au
May 19-27
Turkish Summer Open Championships Kusadasi, Turkey
www.tbricfed.org
May 19-28
30th International Festival
Porto-Vecchio, Corsica, France www.bridgeclub-portovecchio.com
May 26-Jun 3 Canadian Bridge Week
Montréal, QC
www.cbf.ca
Jun 1-3
31st OECS Bridge Tournament
Fort de France, Martinique
www.cacbf.com
Jun 4-10
3rd Asia Cup
Goa, India
www.pabf.org
Jun 5-9
European Women’s & Senior Pairs
Ostend, Belgium
www.eurobridge.org
Jun 6-16
54th European Team Championships
Ostend, Belgium
www.eurobridge.org
Jun 9
Città di Roma Trophy
Rome, Italy
www.federbridge.it
Jun 9-17
20th German Bridge Festival
Wyk-auf-Föhr, Germany
www.bridge-verband.de
Jun 16-24
Over-61 Festival
Riccione, Italy
www.federbridge.it
Jun 18-25
5th Under-16 Bridge Camp
Mersin,Turkey
www.eurobridge.org
Jun 19-Jul 1
36th International Bridge Festival
Albena, Bulgaria
www.bridge.bg
Jun 22-28
52nd International Festival
Tel-Aviv, Israel
www.ibf-festival.org
Jun 24-28
Tolani Summer National
Ahmedabad, India
www.bfi.net.in
Jun 29-Jul 1
Marit Sveas IBT
Oslo, Norway
www. msibt.org
Jun 29-Jul 10 Biarritz International Festival
Biarritz, France
www.festival-bridge-biarritz.com
Coimbra, Portugal
www.fpbridge.pt
Jun 30-Jul 1
9th Cidade de Coimbra Festival
Jul 1-5
Yeh Bros. Cup
Beijing, China
www.pabf.org
Jul 7-12
International Festival
Ajaccio, Corsica, France
www.corsebridge.com
Jul 11-18
14th European Youth Pairs
Opatija, Croatia
www.eurobridge.org
Jul 13-15
Batam International
Batam, Indonesia
bert_toar@hotmail.com
Jul 17-21
Hong Kong Inter-City
Hong Kong, China
www.hkintercity.org
Jul 18-26
60th International Festival
Deauville, France
www.mondial-deauville.com
Jul 22-29
German Championships
Berlin, Germany
www.bridge-verband.de
Jul 26-Aug 5 ACBL Summer NABC
Atlanta, GA
www.acbl.org
Jul 27-Aug 5 24th Swedish Bridge Festival
Õrebro, Sweden
www.svenskbridge.se
Jul 28-Aug 9 Australian National Championships
Hobart, Tasmania, Australia
www.abfevents.com.au
Õrebro, Sweden
www.svenskbridge.se
Jul 29-Aug 3 Chairman’s Cup
Aug 3-7
Summer Festival Pairs
London, England
www.ebu.co.uk
Aug 3-12
Norsk Bridgefestival
Drammen, Norway
www.bridgefestival.no
Aug 5-10
50th Wachauer Bridge Week
Mautern, Austria
www.bridgeaustria.at
Aug 8-18
17th World Youth Team Championships Suzhou, China
www.worldbridge.org
Aug 9-14
16th HCL International
New Delhi, India
www.hcl-bridge.com
Aug 15-19
Summer Festival Teams
London, England
www.ebu.co.uk
Aug 18-Sep 2 18th Asian Games
Jakarta, Indonesia
www.ocasia.org
Aug 25-Sep 2 International Festival
La Grande Motte, france
www.festivalsdusoleil.com
Aug 29-Sep 2 Territory Gold Bridge Festival
Darwin, NT, Australia
www.ntba.com.au
Sep 7-16
Guernsey Congress
Les Cotils, Guernsey, Channel Is. www.ebu.co.uk
Sep 8-16
57th International Festival
Pula, Croatia
www.pulabridgefestival.com
Sep 22-Oct 6 11th World Bridge Series
Orlando, FL
www.worldbridge.org
Sep 28-Oct 1 Canberra in Bloom Bridge Festival
Canberra, ACT, Australia
www.abfevents.com.au
Sep 29-Oct 6 New Zealand National Congress
Hamilton, NZ
www.nzbridge.co.nz
Oct 3-7
22nd Açores Festival
Azores Is., Portugal
www.fpbridge.pt
Oct 19-21
Vilnius Cup
Vilnius, Lithuania
www.vilniuscup.lt
Oct 25-27
EBL Small Federations Games
Budapest, Hungary
www.eurobridge.org
Suzhou, China
www.worldbridge.org
Oct 25-28
9th World University Championships
Nov 6-11
21st Madeira Bridge Festival
Madeira, Portugal
www.bridge-madeira.com
Nov 8-10
5th Marbella International
Marbella, Costa del Sol, Spain www.marbellabridge.com
Nov 8-18
24th International Red Sea Festival
Eilat, Israel
www.bridgeredsea.com
Nov 22-Dec 2 ACBL Fall NABC
Honolulu, HI
www.acbl.org
Manila, Phippines
www.pabf.org
Nov 28-Dec 2 3rd SEABF Championships
Nov 30-Dec 2 9th Hotel D. Pedro Festival
Vilamoura, Portugal
www.fpbridge.pt
Dec 7-9
International Teams Tournament
Milan, Italy
www.federbridge.it
Dec 27-30
Year-End Congress
London, England
www.ebu.co.uk
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