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There can be no doubt that BBO is the best thing that has happened to
bridge in decades, perhaps since Commodore Vanderbilt himself. On BBO,
the ability to learn, play and watch bridge is unprecedented and unparalleled.
Along with Internet access, news from tournaments arrives instantaneously
and bridge fans can watch their favourites do battle on BBO no matter the
location.

For bridge journalists, as well as the surfeit of material available online, BBO
provides us with live coverage of important events, indeed any event that its
organisers desire to showcase; all you need is willing operators. Best for us
are head-to-head team matches where the winner advances. There have some
incredibly-exciting finishes on BBO VuGraph recently, mostly due to the nature
of the winner-take-all schema. Round-robin matches are less exciting, since
that element is absent. The recent European Youth Championships in Tromsø
were a notable exception when Poland and Sweden were fighting it out in
the Under-26s. The Poland match finished four boards before Sweden’s and
we could follow the two team’s fortunes with every board. The event, won
by Poland, went down to the final board of Sweden’s last match.

We need to find a way to make Pairs games as exciting to watch on BBO as
Team games are. The way to do that is to reveal the running scores of the
pairs close to the top of the standings. Typically, the pairs near the top are the
pairs chosen to appear on VuGraph in the latter stages of an event. It should
not be too onerous a task to develop some way of displaying their scores.
Barometer scoring has been done in Sweden since the 1960s, so it ought not
to be beyond the capabilities of current tournament organisers, especially
with automatic dealing machines. Since scoring is done by wireless BridgeMates,
all scores for any particular board come in within minutes, sometimes seconds,
of each other.

While we are on the topic of scoring, would I reveal myself to be a Luddite if
I said that, in Pairs, I much prefer an absolute score to a percentage score? If
I know that 25 match points are available on every board, it’s a simple matter
to know that Pair A needs half a top if they’re 12 points behind Pair B.
Whereas, if Pair A is 1.12 percentage points behind, I need to know what top
is and to calculate what percentage a full top relates to. Isn’t it simpler for the
participants and the spectators if the raw scores are displayed? We still display
Victory Point or IMP scores in Teams matches, so why not Match Point scores
in Pairs games. I just do not understand the current fetish of percentage
scores, although I’m certain I’ll shortly receive an abstruse explanation from
a mathematician explaining why percentages are better.
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Micke Melander, Stockholm

Jos Jacobs, Maarn

Mark Horton, Sutton Benger, Wilts.

John Carruthers, Kingsville, ON

Patrick Jourdain, Cardiff

David Bird, Eastleigh, Hants.

Barry Rigal, NYC

OPEN TEAMS

Swiss Qualifying Round #1

LEVINE v. MARBELLA (MM)

Board 3. Dealer South. EW Vul.

[ K 6 2
] 10 5 2
{ A K Q 9
} Q 8 4

[ J 10 9 3 [ 8 5
] 9 8 6 4 ] J 7 3
{ J 7 3 { 8 5 4 2
} 9 6 } K J 7 3

[ A Q 7 4
] A K Q
{ 10 6
} A 10 5 2

Open Room

West North East South

De Hullu Levine Buijs McGarry
— — — 1}
Pass 1{ Pass 2NT
Pass 6NT Pass Pass
Pass

Closed Room
West North East South

Bakhshi Pelle Ekeblad Haverkate
— — — 1}
Pass 3NT Pass 6NT
Pass Pass Pass

With only ten tricks on top, declarer had to use the
clubs to generate extra tricks unless both the jack of
diamonds was falling and spades were 3-3. The
combined a priori odds for success in diamonds and
spades are pretty low, so it looked like an attack on
clubs would be needed.

In the Closed Room, Ekeblad led a diamond, which
went to the six, jack and declarer’s ace. Pelle crossed

with a spade to dummy’s ace and played a club to the
queen and East’s king. Ekeblad shifted to hearts, which
declarer won to cash out the spades to see if the suit
was 3-3 or not. Declarer then cashed his diamonds
and another heart, ending up finessing East for the
jack of clubs for twelve tricks.

McGarry declared six notrump from the South seat
in the Open Room. West led the obvious jack of spades.
McGarry won the spade lead in hand with the ace
and played a club, which went to the nine, queen and
East’s king. Buijs immediately returned a club, putting
declarer to the test. With really not much else to play
for (except jack-nine doubleton of clubs with West)
declarer could do little but shrug his shoulders and
play for the finesse, making the contract when East
had the jack.

It would have been interesting to see what declarer
would have done in the other room if East had also
returned an immediate low club after he had won
with the king. A doubleton jack of clubs plus 3-3 spades
plus a black-suit squeeze is a very good option.

Swiss Qualifying Round #3

Deep Finesse (MH)

Board 24. Dealer West. Neither Vul.

[ K 8 4 2
] J 9 6 4 2
{ Q 9
} 9 6

[ J 10 9 [ Q
] 8 3 ] K Q 10 7
{ J 5 3 { A 7 6
} Q 10 5 3 2 } A K J 7 4

[ A 7 6 5 3
] A 5
{ K 10 8 4 2
} 8

West North East South

Z.Grossack N.Senior A.Grossack B.Senior
Pass Pass 1} 1[
2} 3[ 5} Pass
Pass Pass

Brian Senior led the ace of spades for the nine, two
and queen. As Senior himself pointed out, given that
you know partner has four spades for her preemptive
raise, you should perhaps construe the two as suit
preference and switch to a diamond, but at the time it
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seemed reasonable to shift to a trump. Declarer won
in hand, crossed to dummy with a club, and played a
heart to the seven. When that forced the ace, declarer
was not hard pressed to score three heart tricks,
which enabled him to pitch two diamonds from
dummy and rack up his game. That was a 10 IMP
pickup, when the declarer at the other table went one
down in four clubs after the same opening lead.

Swiss Qualifying Round #4 (JJ)

In what proved to be a very quiet round, all the
excitement was concentrated in just this one board. I
think it appropriate to show the auctions from all four
of our BBO matches, as they were vastly different.

Board 4. Dealer West. Both Vul.

[ A K 7
] K Q 10 9
{ 7 4 3 2
} J 7

[ — [ 10 8 2
] A 5 4 2 ] 7 3
{ A J 9 6 { Q 8 5
} A K Q 10 8 } 9 6 5 4 3

[ Q J 9 6 5 4 3
] J 8 6
{ K 10
} 2

NORALIA v. LAZER

Open Room

West North East South

Braithwaite Dyke Robinson Howard
1} Double Pass 4[
Double Pass Pass Pass

The defenders led two rounds of clubs, declarer ruffing
the second and playing a trump to dummy’s ace. Next
came the king of hearts. East played the three and West
immediately won his ace to continue…with another
club. Curtains, as the other losing diamond now went
on the fourth heart. Noralia plus 990.

Closed Room

West North East South

Sveindal Gumby Rasmussen Lazer
1} Double Pass 4[
Double Pass 5} Pass
Pass Pass

At the other table, Rasmussen found a more
successful bid when Sveindal, too, doubled four spades.
Given the very favourable diamond position, declarer
might even have managed to make six after a heart
lead. On a spade lead, no artistry was needed as Sveindal
could ruff, draw trumps and play the ace and another
diamond to ensure his contract. When the king and
ten of diamonds both appeared, he had his overtrick
after all. Noralia plus 620 for a swing of 17 IMPs.

For all those who might be curious about the colourful
names of the three main Dutch teams, there is a clear
reason behind it. Orange is the national colour since it
is the name of the Royal House that has been in power
as the Netherlands’ monarchs for just over 200 years.
RED, WHITE and BLUE (the three teams) are the
colours of the Netherlands’ national flag.

In the second match, four spades was reached, then
doubled and declared in both rooms, but with rather
different results.

TEAM ORANGE WHITE v. SLUFSA

Open Room

West North East South

Hornslien Verbeek Høyem Molenaar
1} Double Pass 3[
Pass 4[ Pass Pass
Double Pass Pass Pass

For SLUFSA, West led top clubs, declarer ruffing the
second. A trump went to the ace and the king of hearts
was played, ducked. Trumps were drawn, ending in hand,
then the jack of hearts was played. When West took his
ace it was all over, as one diamond could now be discarded
on dummy’s last heart. ORANGE WHITE plus 790.

Closed Room
West North East South

Nab Lund B.Drijver Berset
1} Double Pass 4[
Double Pass Pass Pass

There was less imaginative declarer play in the Closed
Room, but I wonder if anything would have helped here.
The second top club was ruffed, three rounds of trumps
were drawn and the jack of hearts was led, ducked by
West. East contributed the three to show an even
number. The rest was easy. West won the third heart and
sat back to get his diamond tricks in the end. One down,
plus 200 to ORANGE WHITE and a juicy 14 IMPs.

No swing in match three:

ABAX v. HUNGARY GAMAX

There was no swing in match three:

ABAX v. HUNGARY GAMAX

Open Room

West North East South

Winkler Voll Homonnay Kindsbekken
1} Double Pass 4[
4NT Pass 5} Pass
Pass Pass

Closed Room
West North East South

Berg Lakatos Austberg Dombi
1} Double Pass 4[
Double Pass 5} Pass
Pass Pass
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Both teams reached the appropriate East/West
contract via slightly different, but equally sound, routes,
for a well-deserved push.

As far as the auctions are concerned, they did even
better than that in our fourth match:

TEXAN AND YANKS v. HOFF

Open Room

West North East South

G.Hoff Dinkin Hjelmeland Tuncok
1}1 Pass 1{2 1[
Double 2[ Pass Pass
3} 3] 4} 4[
5} Pass Pass 5[
Double Pass Pass Pass
1. Strong, artificial, forcing
2. Negative

When South took the save at five spades, West
refrained from trying for slam and took the sure plus.
On accurate defence, five spades went two off, plus
500 to HOFF.

Closed Room

West North East South

Z.Grossack Kvamsdal A.Grossack A.Hoff
1} Double Pass 4[
4NT Pass 5} 5[
Double Pass Pass Pass

This was another sensible auction by both sides, leading
to the same final contract of five spades doubled. The
difference (and the swing) came when West won with
his ace of hearts on the first round of the suit. That
cost TEXAN AND YANKS 300 points or 7 IMPs.

Swiss Qualifying Round #6

NORALIA v. EHRICHSEN (JC)

I’m sure that when the young Australians Justin
Howard and Kieran Dyke (okay, fairly young) were
discussing what to name their team with their ever-
youthful Norwegian teammates Jon Sveindal and Arild
Rasmussen, the conversation went something like this:

Arild: “Shall we call ourselves Osbourne?”

Kieran: “We don’t live in Melbourne and you guys don’t
live in Oslo, so let’s try something else.”

Justin: “Ozway has a ring to it, yeah?”

Arild: “It does indeed, but we need something that
people can actually figure out. That’s a bit too tough.”

Justin: “Osoz? Ozlo?”

Jon: “Those do not work for me for the same reason
that Osbourne doesn’t: I live in Bergen. What about
Bergney?”

Kieran: “Maybe a bit too esoteric. Noralia?”

All in unison: “Perfect. Even John Carruthers can figure
that one out.”

These lads were in seventh place after Day 1 and faced
Espen Erichsen/Erlend Skjetne and Erik Berg/Steffen
Fredrik Simonsen, in eighth, just a fraction of a VP
behind them.

Espen: “Shall we call ourselves Norland?”

Erlend: “Too cute. And who knows you live in England
anyway? Let’s stick to Ehrichsen.”

This defensive problem was not solved by all.

Board 23. Dealer South. Both Vul.

[ A K Q 9 7 2
] 9 7
{ A K 4 2
} J

[ 10 3 [ J 6 4
] 4 2 ] A K Q 8 5
{ Q 7 5 { 10 3
} K Q 10 9 6 5 } A 7 4

[ 8 5
] J 10 6 3
{ J 9 8 6
} 8 3 2

Open Room:

West North East South

Berg Dyke Simonsen Howard
— — — Pass
Pass 1[ 2] Pass
3} 4[ Pass Pass
Pass

Closed Room:

West North East South

Sveindal Skjetne Rasmussen Erichsen
— — — Pass
Pass  1[  2] Pass
Pass  4[ Pass Pass
Pass

Both Norths reasoned that no auction they could
produce would allow South to bid game with a little
help in diamonds and a couple of spades, so they bid
it themselves. Neither East defended to best advantage
on the actual lie of the cards, but fortunately for both,
the problem was only for a second undertrick.

Simonsen tried two high hearts and the ace of clubs
and another. club. Dyke ruffed, drew trumps and
eventually lost a diamond for minus 100.

Rasmussen had the right idea, and his defence would
have beaten four spades whenever it was possible to
do so. He also led out two high hearts, but then
continued with a third heart for the ten of spades
from Sveindal. That beats the contract any time West
has a trick in diamonds or clubs, as he does here.
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However, Skjetne discarded his club loser on that and
went the same one down as at the other table.

Rasmussen deserved a better fate than the push he
achieved. Had declarer held [AKQ9732 ]97 {AK42
}— or the like, his defence would have beaten the
contract and we’d be extolling his virtues. Hey, we’re
doing that anyway.

Kudos are due to Phil King (East) and Andrew
McIntosh (West) for the BLACK team in the
ORANGE RED v. BLACK match. Against the usual four-
spade contract, King took two top hearts and the ace
of clubs, then continued with a low heart for Tosh to
ruff with the ten of spades. Declarer over-ruffed, but
had to lose a spade and a diamond for two off and a
gain of 3 IMPs when that defence was not found by
the Dutch at the other table.

Swiss Qualifying Round #9

Compliment with a Sting (PDJ)

David Berkowitz had a compliment (or an insult, take
your pick) to pay his opponent in Round 9 of the
Open Teams Qualification.

Board 28. Dealer West. NS Vul.

[ A Q 3 2
] A K 9 6 2
{ A K 10 7
} —

[ K 10 9 4
] J
{ Q 3 2
} K J 10 8 2

The auction of Berkowitz (South) and Alan Sontag was
unopposed and ambitious:

West North East South

Brede Sontag Banasz- Berkowitz
kiewicz

Pass 1}1 Pass 2}
Pass 2{2 Pass 2[
Pass 3[ Pass 3NT
Pass 5}3 Pass 5{4

Pass 7[ Pass Pass
Pass Pass
1. Precision
2. Hearts
3. Exclusion Keycard Blackwood
4. One key card outside clubs

West led a low club against Berkowitz’s grand slam.
How do you plan the play?

You are going to need a favourable lie of the cards. Let
us suppose the hearts are 4-3 and the trumps 3-2.
You can ruff the opening lead, play ace of hearts, ruff a
heart, diamond to dummy, ruff a heart, draw trumps,
and cash two winning hearts. That will give you 12
tricks. You still need to take care of the fourth diamond.

Either the suit must come in, or the diamond guard
may be in the same hand as the club ace, in which
case that defender will be squeezed.

That line would not have worked, as a glance at the
full diagram will show.

Round 9 Board 28. Dealer West. NS Vul.

[ A Q 3 2
] A K 9 6 2
{ A K 10 7
} —

[ J 5 [ 8 7 6
] 10 7 5 4 ] Q 8 3
{ 5 4 { J 9 8 6
} A Q 9 5 3 } 7 6 4

[ K 10 9 4
] J
{ Q 3 2
} K J 108 2

How did Berkowitz make his thirteenth trick? He paid
West, Lukasz Brede of Poland, the compliment (or
insult) of having underled his ace at trick one against
the grand slam. Appreciating that a defender against a
grand slam would not readily lead into a bid suit
naturally on his right unless he were looking at the
ace, at trick one Berkowitz threw a diamond from
dummy, winning with his club eight in hand. He then
proceeded with the line described earlier.

The sting in the tail for West’s imaginative lead was
that it provided declarer with his thirteenth trick.
Deep Finesse tells us that on a more passive lead
(anything but the ten of hearts) declarer can be held
to six. The contract was the same at the other table,
and on the lead of the five of hearts, it failed, so the
swing was 20 IMPs to team GORDON.

Round of 16

KHIUPPENEN v TEAM ORANGE RED (JC)

Board 5. Dealer North. NS Vul.

[ J 9 6 4 2
] 8 6
{ Q 4 3 2
} A 2

[ K 10 8 5 3 [ A Q 7
] 5 ] A 9 7 4 3 2
{ A 8 7 6 { K J 10
} 8 7 6 } 3

[ —
] K Q J 10
{ 9 5
} K Q J 10 9 5 4

Open Room
West North East South

Ticha Matushko Ritmeijer Sterkin
— Pass 1] 2}
Double Pass 2] 3}
Pass Pass Pass
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Having bid only two hearts opposite a partner who
had shown some values, Ritmeijer might have balanced
with a double when three clubs came around to him.
Whether that would have got his side to game or not
is quite another matter. As it was, Sterkin was well within
himself in bidding three clubs; the heart ruff held him
to nine tricks for plus 110.

Closed Room
West North East South
De Wijs Van den Bos Muller Van Lankveld
— Pass 1] 4}
Pass Pass Double Pass
4[ Pass Pass Pass

With a club loser (or more), a guess for the diamond
queen and 5-0 trumps, four spades was in jeopardy.
Van den Bos led the ace of clubs and another to tap
the dummy. De Wijs got the bad news when he cashed
the ace of spades. He played off the ace of hearts and
ruffed another one low, ruffed a club with the queen
of spades (diamond discard from North), then played
the ace, king and a third diamond. Poor North was in
and had nothing but trumps remaining. Declarer won
the forced return with his eight and led the thirteenth
diamond. North had to ruff that and lead into declarer’s
king-ten of spades for plus 420 and 10 IMPs.

Round of 16

MONACO v NORALIA (DB)

Board 9. Dealer North. EW Vul.

[ 5 2
] Q 6 5 2
{ A J 2
} 9 8 6 4

[ J 9 8 7 6 4 [ A K
] 9 ] A K J 7 3
{ K 8 7 { 10 6 5 3
} J 10 2 } A Q

[ Q 10 3
] 10 8 4
{ Q 9 4
} K 7 5 3

Open Room

West North East South

Sveindal Helness Rasmussen Helgemo
— Pass 2} Pass
2{ Pass 2] Pass
2[ Pass 2NT Pass
3[ Pass 4[ Pass
Pass Pass

North led the six of clubs. What to do? Calling for
dummy’s queen could cost the contract if it lost to
the king and South shifted to a diamond. Sveindal
cleared the first hurdle, rising with the ace of clubs. He
continued with the ace of spades, and this proved
costly. After the ace and king of hearts (diamond away)
and a heart ruff, he returned to dummy with the king

of spades. A diamond to the king lost to the ace and
that was one down.

Closed Room

West North East South

Multon Dyke Zimmermann Howard
— Pass 1] Pass
1[ Pass 2}1 Pass
2[ Pass 4[ Pass
Pass Pass
1. Gazilli

Multon also rose with the ace of clubs, but played
three rounds of hearts immediately, the queen not
appearing. He was able to cross to the king of spades,
ruff another heart, and return to dummy with the
ace of spades. A second diamond was pitched on the
thirteenth heart and the game was made for a swing
of 12 IMPs.

Final - Set 2 of 4.

ORANGE RED v. SLUFSA (JC)

Just in case we need a reminder that defence is the
toughest part of the game...

Board 20. Dealer West. Both Vul.

[ K 9 8 6
] 7 5 3
{ A K Q 7 3
} A

[ A Q 4 [ 5
] A J 6 ] K 8 2
{ J 10 4 { 9 6 5
} K Q 7 4 } J 10 9 6 5 2

[ J 10 7 3 2
] Q 10 9 4
{ 8 2
} 8 3

Open Room:

West North East South

Berset Verbeek Lund Molenaar
1NT Double1 3} Double2

Pass 4}3 Pass 4]4

Pass 4[ Pass Pass
Pass
1. Penalties
2. Cards, responsive type
3. Let’s play in game
4. Still looking for our best fit

I confess that I have had to guess at the Verbeek/
Molenaar defensive methods over the strong
notrump after the initial double. I’ve seen three
different convention cards for them, none of the three
explaining what the bidding beyond double means.
I’ve tried to make my explanations fit the cards they
actually held.
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Closed Room:
West North East South

Nab Høyem B.Drijver Hornslien
1NT 2[1 2NT2 3[
Pass 4[ Pass Pass
Pass
1. Spades and a minor
2. Forces 3}

Both Easts led from strength, knowing their partners
held 15-17. Lund led the two of hearts, lowest from an
odd number. This gave West a problem: on the auction
and lead, North could have held one heart or three, but
not five. If it had been one, that one could have been the
singleton king. If it were, Berset could not allow it to
score a trick; if it weren’t, all was not lost. Accordingly, he
won with his ace. Then he returned a heart, hoping that
if it had been one, declarer would have to ruff the sec-
ond round. When the king and another heart to the
queen passed off safely, declarer was able to pick up the
trumps with one loser (ruffing the third round of dia-
monds as a second entry to the dummy). That was a
fantastic plus 620 for Verbeek and Molenaar.

Drijver led the eight of hearts, playing second and
fourth-best. When that went to the nine and jack, it
looked like the Norwegians were booked for one off.
However, Nab shifted to the king of clubs, won by the
ace, East playing the jack (should he discourage with
the nine, holding the king of hearts?). Declarer played
the ace of diamonds, king of diamonds, and a diamond
ruff to get to the dummy. When the jack of spades
held the next trick, declarer was in position to pick up
the spades. A second spade went to the ace and West
played…a club. Declarer ruffed, drew the last trump
and discarded two hearts from the dummy on dia-
monds. He surrendered a heart and claimed.

That was an extremely odd push.

WOMEN’S TEAMS

Final - BAKER v CHINA ORANGE - Set 4

Fight Night (MH)

The image of bridge is far too sedate. Maybe what we
need is to promote a more dramatic picture to the
public.

‘My Lords, ladies and gentleman, we now come to the
main event on the card, the final of the European Open
Women’s Team Championship, an eight-hour contest
of 56 deals over four two-hour rounds. Introducing.
on my right, in the Blue Corner, the Transnational Titans
from USA and Netherlands, the multiple medallists,
team BAKER. On my left in the Red Corner, all the
way from Asia, the pride of Beijing, CHINA ORANGE.
Let’s get ready to ruuuuuummmmble!’

When the bell sounded for the last round, CHINA
ORANGE were way behind on the scorecard to the

tune of 66.5 – it seemed that only a knockout could
save them. They came out swinging, trying to land a
haymaker.

Board 16. Dealer West. EW Vul.

[ K 8 5
] K 7 6 5 4
{ A 10
} 6 5 3

[ 7 6 3 [ A
] Q ] A J 10 9 8 3 2
{ 9 6 3 { J 4
} K J 10 9 7 4 } A Q 8

[ Q J 10 9 4 2
] —
{ K Q 8 7 5 2
} 2

Open Room
West North East South

Wang McCallum Shan Baker
3} Pass 3] 4[
Pass Pass 6} 6{
Pass 6[ Double Pass
Pass Pass

West led the queen of hearts and declarer ruffed and
played the jack of spades to East’s ace. Back came the
three of hearts and declarer elected to throw her losing
club. West’s ruff was the setting trick, minus 100.

Declarer might have ruffed the heart return high – if
trumps had been 2-2, she would have been able to
get rid of all dummy’s clubs on the diamonds and then
ruff a club in dummy.

Closed Room
West North East South

Michielsen Chen Wortel Zhao
Pass 1] Pass 1[
Pass 1NT Pass 4{
Pass 4[ Pass Pass
Pass

Declarer had no trouble taking eleven tricks, plus 450
and 11 IMPs to China Orange.

SENIOR TEAMS

Two Great Endplays

Swiss Qualifying Round 3 -

TAKE v. WALGER (MM)

One of the favourites to reach the semifinals of this
year’s edition of the Open European Senior Teams is
the Swedish squad TAKE. In Round 3 of their
qualification, they were up against WALGER, with
players in their team such as the EBL President Yves
Aubry, EBL Treasurer Josef Harsanyi and IBPA
President Patrick Jourdain. On the first board of the
match, two different, amazing, endplays were produced.



8

Board 17. Dealer North. Neither Vul.

[ J 9 4 2
] K 8 7 6
{ K 9
} A K 5

[ Q [ A K 10 8 7 6
] A Q J 10 9 2 ] 5
{ A 8 7 { Q 6 5 3
} Q 3 2 } 10 9

[ 5 3
] 4 3
{ J 10 4 2
} J 8 7 6 4

Open Room
West North East South

Trapp Mattsson Elmroth Harsanyi
— 1}1 3[ Pass
4[ Pass Pass Pass
1. Polish Club

Closed Room

West North East South

Kendrick Aldeborg Jourdain Karlsson
— 1NT 2[ Pass
4] Pass Pass Pass

Elmroth declared four spades in the Open Room. The
Treasurer of the EBL didn’t find the killing lead of a
diamond or the jack of clubs (to be able to defeat the
contract, it was vital that the defence remove one of
declarer’s entries to dummy on the opening lead, so
declarer wouldn’t be able reduce himself in trumps).

Harsanyi led the three of hearts. Declarer jumped up
with the ace and continued with the queen of hearts,
pitching a club when North didn’t cover. The jack of
hearts followed. Again North didn’t cover and
declarer’s last club was discarded. South ruffed in and
switched to a diamond, but it was too late. North won
the king of diamonds and tried the ace of clubs, ruffed
by declarer.

East played a trump to the queen, ruffed a club and
cashed the ace of spades to discover that he had a
potential trump loser. Elmroth then crossed to dummy
with a diamond to the ace and had set up the following
end-position:

[ J 9
] K
{ —
} A

[ — [ K 10
] 10 9 ] —
{ 8 { Q 6
} Q } —

[ —
] —
{ J 10
} J 8

North was powerless when declarer called for a diamond
from dummy; if he ruffed, declarer would play his diamond
loser, and if he discarded declarer would win with the
queen to play an another diamond, throwing South in
and collecting two tricks from the spade tenace.

Declarer can still make four spades if East covers the
queen of hearts, but the play to do so is a bit double-
dummy: ruff the king of hearts, cash the ace and king
of spades, cross to the ace of diamonds and play hearts
from the top. With 4-4 in the majors, North is done.
TWO GREAT ENDPLAY
Against four hearts in the Closed Room, David
Kendrick received the king of clubs lead. This was fine
for the defence, since they could still defeat the
contract. North shifted to a trump, which went to
declarer’s nine. West cashed the ace of hearts and
played the queen, putting North back on lead with
the king. Aldeborg in North cashed the ace of clubs
and returned his last club to declarer’s queen. Kendrick
cashed the ace of diamonds and ran all his hearts to
reach the following end-position:

[ J 9 4
] —
{ K
} —

[ Q [ A K 10
] 2 ] —
{ 8 7 { Q
} — } —

[ 5
] —
{ J 10
} J

Declarer’s last heart squeezed North in spades and
diamonds. When North kept the king of diamonds
declarer could overtake the queen of spades with the
king to claim his ten tricks for a push. North had to
play back a spade earlier on to break up the squeeze.

That was two really great endplays on the same board!

TAKE v. SAGG - Senior Team Final

The IMPs That Disappear (MM)

Board 1. Dealer North. Neither Vul.

[ 7 5 4
] K 9 7
{ A J 10 8
} 8 5 3

[ A K Q [ J 6
] A Q 10 3 ] 8 6 5 4
{ 7 6 4 3 { K Q 9
} J 2 } K Q 9 6

[ 10 9 8 3 2
] J 2
{ 5 2
} A 10 7 4
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Open Room
West North East South

Goldenheim Trapp Aronsen Elmroth
— Pass 1} Pass
1] Pass 2] Pass
4] Pass Pass Pass

TAKE versus SAGG was an all-Scandinavian battle
between Sweden and Norway in the final of the Senior
Teams in Tromsø. Even though many IMPs were shared
between the two teams, many disappeared as well, so
that the IMP scores could have been a lot higher. This
is one example.

In the Open Room, West, Goldenheim, become
declarer in four hearts. Trapp led the eight of clubs to
the king and ace. Elmroth shifted to a spade, won by
declarer with the ace. West cashed the king and queen
of spades, discarding a diamond from dummy on the
third round. A diamond toward dummy followed;
North went up with the ace of diamonds and led back
a club to declarer’s jack. Declarer played a diamond to
the king and took a heart finesse of the ten. When
that lost to the king, North returned a killing diamond,
and South was able to overruff declarer’s eight of
hearts with the jack. Then a spade through the closed
hand promoted North’s nine of heart into the second
undertrick.

Closed Room
West North East South

Karlsson Tornberg Aldeborg Gravrak
— Pass Pass Pass
1}1 1{ 1NT2 Pass
2NT3 Pass 3}4 Pass
3] Pass 4] Pass
Pass Pass
1. 16+ HCP
2. 8+ HCP with a diamond stopper
3. Forcing, usually 17-18 balanced
4. Stayman

Tornberg’s one-diamond overcall in the Closed Room
made life difficult for Karlsson as declarer. A spade was
led. Would declarer be able to find the winning line of
play?

Karlsson won the opening lead with the ace of spades
and sniffed at the winning line when he cashed the
ace of hearts. Without the diamond overcall, he would
probably have led a diamond toward dummy and then,
when in dummy, he would have led a trump toward
his hand. However, since he was afraid that the defence
had a diamond ruff coming, he instead played the king
and queen of spades ruffing the last one in dummy to
play a trump to the jack, queen and North’s king. North
led back a club to South´s ace. Gravrak put the ten of
spades on the table to promote a trump trick for

North’s nine of hearts. Since the defence still had the
ace of diamonds to come, declarer was down one.

That resulted in 2 IMPs to TAKE for the extra
undertrick on a deal where either declarer might have
made his contract.

MIXED TEAMS

Let’s Be Careful Out There (MH)

Hill Street Blues was an American serial police drama
that was first aired in 1981 and ran for 146 episodes
on primetime television. Chronicling the lives of the
staff of a single police station – ’blues’ being a slang
term for uniformed police officers – in an unnamed
American city, the show received critical acclaim, and
its production innovations influenced many
subsequent dramatic series produced in North
America. Its debut season was rewarded with eight
Emmy Awards, a record surpassed only by The West
Win. Veteran cop Sgt. Phil Esterhaus always ended the
introductory roll call to each week’s show with the
cautionary words, ‘Let’s be careful out there.’ Excellent
advice for any bridge player too, don’t you agree?

Take a look at this deal from Round 4 from the match
between MORAWSKI and QUEENS & JACKS:

Board 3. Dealer South. EW Vul.

[ Q 9
] A Q J 9 6 3
{ Q 5
} J 6 3

[ A K 8 6 4 2 [ J
] 10 2 ] K 5
{ A 7 2 { K 10 8 4
} Q 7 } A 10 9 8 5 4

[ 10 7 5 3
] 8 7 4
{ J 9 6 3
} K 2

West North East South

Brede Banaszkiewicz
— — — Pass
1[ 2] Double Pass
3[ Pass 4[ Pass
Pass Pass

In one room West opened one spade and North
overcalled two hearts. When East doubled, West rebid
two spades and was left to play there, scoring plus
170.

In the replay, when East made a negative double,
suggesting values in the minors (and usually some
tolerance for spades), West opted for the mildly-
aggressive three-spade rebid that led to the spade
game. North led the three of clubs and South won
with the king and returned the two. Declarer won
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with the queen, cashed the top spades, played a
diamond to the king and the ace of clubs.

It would not have helped South to ruff with the seven
of spades—declarer would have overruffed and played
a heart, eventually discarding a diamond on a master
club, but when South ruffed with the ten of spades
declarer simply pitched a diamond and could draw
the outstanding trump as soon as he regained the lead.

To defeat four spades, South must exercise a little care
and return a heart at trick two. North can win with
the ace and return a heart, neutralising the threat
posed by dummy’s clubs and ensuring that declarer
will lose a trick in each suit.

Weighed in the Balance and

Found Wanting (BR)

The field did not shine here from the first day. The
Round 4 results show that of the 84 tables playing
this deal, only 12 pairs bid the grand slam – and ten
went down in it!

For the record (and a dismal record it makes too)
seven pairs went down in game – one in 5{! That
makes the result of the pair who went down in 6]
look more acceptable. Meanwhile 30 pairs bid to the
small slam, the rest contenting themselves with game.
I suppose we should be happy no one played
partscore…

Board 7. Dealer South. Both Vul.

[ A J 9 3 2
] K
{ K Q J 3 2
} 5 4

[ 8 6 4 [ K 10 7 5
] Q J 4 3 ] 10 8
{ 5 { 9 7 4
} K Q 9 7 2 } J 10 8 3

[ Q
] A 9 7 6 5 2
{ A 10 8 6
} A 6

At the two tables where declarer played seven
diamonds by South, they both received a top club
lead. They won with the ace, led the queen of spades
to the ace and ruffed a spade, unblocked the king of
hearts and ruffed another spade with the ten of
diamonds, cashed the ace of hearts to pitch a club,
ruffed out the last spade guard with the ace of
diamonds and, finally, drew trumps.

This line of play required nothing more than spades
4-3 and diamonds 3-1, and might even have survived
finding either opponent with the king-doubleton of
spades or West with any five-card spade suit. Since a
trump lead does not impact your ability to play this

line, the failure of so many pairs in the grand slam –
presumably by playing on hearts, without realizing that
this line entails considerably more luck in hearts than
the winning line requires in spades – is remarkable.
After all: if you won’t stop to do the maths in a grand
slam, when WILL you stop to think?

Since we have criticized the field, we should
congratulate Tom Høyland (playing with Siv Thoresen)
for reaching the grand slam and playing it correctly.
For THORESEN, against ARCTIC ZOO, they bid:

West North East South

Gagerdal Høyland Andersen Thoresen
— — — 1]
Pass 1[ Pass 2{
Pass 3} Pass 3]
Pass 4{ Pass 4NT
Pass 5[ Pass 5NT
Pass 7{ Pass Pass
Pass

The other pair who racked up 2140 were Maria Dam
Mortensen and Kristoffer Hegge in MORTENSEN
versus VYTAS. Their sequence – which scores slightly
higher for style points in my estimation – was:

West North East South

Dubinin Mortensen Ponomareva Hegge
— — — 1]
Pass 1[ Pass 2{
Pass 3} Pass 3]
Pass 4{ Pass 4]
Pass 4NT Pass 5}
Pass 7{ Pass Pass
Pass

On a top club lead both Høyland and Mortensen
followed the recommended line, and were rewarded,
if not with glory, with something at least as important:
the editorial thumbs-up! By the way, they also won 17
and 13 IMPs when their counterparts reached three
notrump and six diamonds respectively.

Swiss Qualifying Round 6

BRENO v. WWW.GUTS.COM (DB)

Board 27. Dealer South. Neither Vul.

[ 7 4
] A Q 8 5 3
{ K Q 8 7 2
} 6

[ 9 6 5 2 [ A K
] K J 2 ] 7
{ 10 3 { A J 9 6
} Q J 9 7 } A 10 5 4 3 2

[ Q J 10 8 3
] 10 9 6 4
{ 5 4
} K 8
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Open Room

West North East South

Lanzarotti Fredin Golin Blågesta
— — — Pass
Pass 1] 2} 2]
3} 3] Double Pass
3NT Double Pass Pass
Pass

What action do you like on the first round with
that East hand? Golin’s two clubs seems a great
initial move to me. It also allowed West to put in a
club raise. Over North’s three hearts, Golin chose
wel l  aga in with a strength-showing double .
Lanzarotti had an easy three-notrump bid and
Fredin paused to consider the situation in the
North seat. He looked down at his unannounced
diamond suit. Might this be a nasty surprise for
declarer in three notrump? He doubled and led
the king of diamonds. Golin promptly laid down a
nasty surprise of her own: the ace-jack-nine-six
of diamonds!

Lanzarotti won with the ace of diamonds and
cleared the clubs with the ace and another. South’s
ten-of-hearts switch was covered by the jack and
queen and declarer could not be denied a second
diamond trick to give him nine tricks and plus 550.
Sadly for North-South, a low heart lead would have
given them four hearts and one club for one down.

What do you make of this bidding from the other
room?

Closed Room

West North East South

Ringseth Zaleski Lindåf Olivieri
— — — Pass
Pass 1] Double 3]
Pass Pass 4} Pass
Pass 4] Double Pass
Pass Pass

Lindåf preferred a double to a two-club overcall
and this left her poorly placed on the next round.
She could hardly double again with only two spades
and chose to bid four clubs. A big swing seemed
likely, but North looked favourably at his club
singleton and ‘came again’ with four hearts. This
was doubled for 500 and only 2 IMPs changed
hands.

Round of 16

PENFOLD v. WHITE HOUSE 1st Half (DB)

There was some fortune involved in this big swing.
What action do you like on the East cards facing a
two-notrump opening? (See top of next column.)

Board 4. Dealer West. Both Vul.

[ 7 5
] K 9 7 4
{ A Q 3 2
} Q 7 5

[ A K 6 [ 10 8 4
] A J 10 3 ] 6
{ 6 4 { K 10 9 8 7
} A K J 9 } 10 4 3 2

[ Q J 9 3 2
] Q 8 5 2
{ J 5
} 8 6

West North East South

Bakkeren N.Senior Madsen Trendafilov
2NT Pass 3[ Double
4} Pass 5} Pass
Pass Pass

At one table, Sandra Penfold passed and Brian Senior
collected plus 120. Some players would raise to three
notrump, gambling that the diamonds would produce
enough tricks. (’If the diamond suit doesn’t come in,
two notrump will probably go down,’ is the frequently-
heard justification.)

Christina Lund Madsen chose to bid Minor-Suit
Stayman, although she would need plenty of good
cards for eleven tricks to be made in a minor. Ton
Bakkeren held a treasure-trove of high cards and would
be assisted by Dame Fortune in the play. He won the
spade lead with his ace and led a diamond, North rising
with the ace and playing another spade. South now
had a spade winner.

It may seem that declarer is destined to lose a spade
and a trump for one down. However, he cashed one
top trump and cross-ruffed in the red suits, poor
North having to follow suit all the way and South being
unable to over-ruff the ten of clubs. At trick 13. Nevena
Senior had to ruff her partner’s carefully-established
spade winner! That was plus 600 for East/West and a
swing of 10 IMPs to WHITE HOUSE.

Round of 16

GUNSMOKE v.  WWW.GUTS.COM

Phantoms & Magic (MM)

Following is one of the boards that will go into the
bridge history archives in the chapter of “Magic Fredin
Doubles”.

In the Open Room, (see top of next column) South led
a low spade. Declarer ducked twice, won the third
round and pitched a diamond from hand. East then
established the hearts and when North had the ace
of hearts and clubs were 3-3, nine tricks were in the
bag.
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IBPA Column Service
Tim Bourke, Canberra

Members may use these deals as they wish, without attributing the author or IBPA.

769. Dealer North. EW Vul.

[ A 10 6 4
] K Q 4
{ 7 6 5
} A 7 5

[ 8 3 [ 5
] J 10 9 6 ] A 7 5 3 2
{ A 9 4 3 { Q J 10 2
} Q 9 4 } 10 6 2

[ K Q J 9 7 2
] 8
{ K 8
} K J 8 3

West North East South

— 1} Pass 1[
Pass 2[ Pass 4[
Pass Pass Pass

After a routine auction, West led the jack of hearts.
Declarer called for the king of hearts without much
thought. East won the trick with the ace of hearts and
shifted to the queen of diamonds. Declarer played the
king of diamonds and West won the trick with the
ace. Declarer gained the lead by ruffing the third round
of diamonds. After drawing trumps, he cashed the ace
of clubs, then played a club to the jack. West took this
with the queen of clubs and the contract was thus
defeated by one trick.

“That was unlucky,” muttered the declarer.

“Luck had nothing to do with it,” chimed in North.
“All you had to do was play low from dummy at trick
one. If East had taken the ace of hearts, then the king
and queen of hearts would have provided discards
for two low clubs in your hand. It was more likley that
East would have played a low heart at trick one and
that West would have continued the suit. After ruffing
the ace of heart, you could have thrown a diamond
on the established heart. All you would have lost was a
trick in each of the side suits.”

The following deal (see top of next column) occurred
in a teams match with an inexperienced team playing
the highest-seeded team in the event.

At both tables, South arrived in four spades on the
diagrammed auction. Both Wests led the king of hearts.
Both declarers took that with the ace and then cashed
the ace of trumps.

770. Dealer North. Both Vul.

[ J 10 5
] 6 4 2
{ A 7
} A K 10 4 2

[ Q 7 3 [ 4
] K Q J 9 ] 10 7 3
{ Q 9 5 3 {  K 10 8 6 2
} 9 3 } Q J 7 5

[ A K 9 8 6 2
] A 8 5
{ J 4
} 8 6

West North East South

— 1} Pass 1[
Pass 2[ Pass 4[
Pass Pass Pass

The less-skilled declarer now cashed the king of trumps
and was disappointed to see that queen of trumps
did not appear. Next he tried the ace, king of clubs
followed by a club ruff. West saved his queen of spades
for a more propitious moment and declarer had to
lose two hearts and a diamond as well, to finish one
trick short of his contract.

The expert at the other table played the ace and king
of clubs at tricks three and four. Next he ruffed a club
with the eight of trumps, which held. This declarer
now played a low trump from his hand. West rose
with the queen of trumps and cashed two heart tricks
before getting off play with a low diamond. Declarer
took the trick with dummy’s ace of diamonds then
ruffed a second club with the king of trumps,
establishing a long club. A trump to dummy’s jack drew
the outstanding trump and declarer’s diamond loser
was thrown on the good club. This declarer made five
trumps, three clubs and the red aces for a useful 12-
IMP swing.

The following deal (see top of next page) was also from
a team-of-four match. This time, though, all the players
were either expert or near-expert.

The contact and the start to the defence was the same
at both tables: West began with the three top hearts
against South’s contract of four spades.
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771. Dealer South. EW Vul.

[ 10 8 7 4
] J 8 6
{ 7 6 4
} A 3 2

[ — [ K 6 5 2
] A K Q 10 9 2 ] 5 3
{ J 10 3 2 { 9 8 5
} J 8 5 } Q 10 9 4

[ A Q J 9 3
] 7 4
{ A K Q
} K 7 6

West North East South

— — — 1[
2] 2[ Pass 4[
Pass Pass Pass

The first declarer saw that he needed the king of
trumps onside and that no matter what he did he
could not avoid a club loser. So, he discarded a club on
the third heart. West shifted to a club and declarer
rose with dummy’s ace and ran the eight of trumps. It
was now a simple matter to pick up the rest of East
trumps by leading the ten of trumps next.

The second declarer was about to ruff the third heart
with the three of trumps but realised this would mean
he could only take two finesses in trumps when he
might need to take three. So he ruffed the third round
of hearts with the jack of trumps. As a result, after
crossing to dummy with the ace of clubs, he was able
to manage the trump suit in identical fashion to his
counterpart at the other table for a flat board.

772. Dealer South. Both Vul.

[ Q 7 6
] 7 5
{ A Q 5 2
} K 8 6 4

[ 4 2 [ J 9 8 5
] Q 10 3 2 ] A J 9 8 6
{ K 10 9 { 7 6 3
} Q 10 7 3 } 5

[ A K 10 3
] K 4
{ J 8 4
} A J 9 2

West North East South

— — — 1NT
Pass 3NT Pass Pass
Pass

West, a dependable customer, led a fourth-highest two
of hearts. East took this with the ace and returned
the eight of hearts to declarer’s now-bare king.
Declarer could count only seven top tricks and set
about executing a plan that would give him the best
chance of making his contract.

Declarer’s first move was cash the ace and king of
clubs, hoping to drop a singleton or doubleton queen.
East’s discard of a low diamond removed that extra
chance. Next, South played the queen and king of
spades, hoping to find a doubleton jack in the suit. Alas,
there was no luck there so declarer played a diamond
to the queen and was relieved when it held.

The problem of the ninth trick had reduced to getting
an extra trick in either spades or diamonds. So declarer
cashed the ace of diamonds, which squeezed West in
an unusual way. If he played the king of diamonds then
declarer’s jack of diamonds would be the ninth trick.
If he followed with a low diamond then declarer would
have him counted as starting with 2=4=3=4
distribution and South would play a low spade from
dummy and finesse the ten.
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Board 23. Dealer South. Both Vul.

[ Q 9 7
] A 8 2
{ Q 9 4 2
} 8 5 2

[ A 5 4 [ J 10
] Q J 9 3 ] K 6 5
{ 7 3 { A J 10 8 6
} K Q 6 3 } A 10 9

[ K 8 6 3 2
] 10 7 4
{ K 5
} J 7 4

Open Room
West North East South

Ringseth F. Helness Lindås Hellemann
— — — Pass
1} Pass 3NT Pass
Pass Pass

Closed Room
West North East South

T.Helness Fredin G.Helness Blaagestad
— — — Pass
1} Pass 1{ 1[
Pass Pass Double Pass
2] Pass 2[ Pass
2NT Pass 3NT Pass
Pass Double! Pass Pass
Pass

Far more interesting things happened in the Closed
Room. Fredin’s double really rocked the boat. He even
managed to block the spade suit by leading the seven
of spades. Helness went into the tank when he saw
the seven of spades going to the ten and king before
playing any further. Eventually, he went up with the
ace to play a heart towards dummy! Fredin rose with
the ace, cashed the queen and nine of spades, then
shifted to a low heart. Helness won the trick in dummy,
played a club to the king and another club to the ten
in dummy! When South scored the jack and could
cash two more spades the contract was down two
for 500, and 15 IMPs to WWW.GUTS.COM.

SEMIFINAL

FULL HOUSE v. AJ DIAMONDS (JC)

Once the knockout rounds of a European Mixed
Teams Championship are reached, any team can beat
any other: finishing in the top 18 percent of a two-day
Swiss qualifier assures a degree of competence. Most
of the names, if not the partnerships, are familiar, and
so it was with our semifinal match, featuring the
transnational team FULL HOUSE (Karen McCallum,
USA; Cecilia Rimstedt, Sweden; Cenk Tuncok, USA;
Johan Upmark, Sweden; Alexander Wernle, Austria), the
second-place qualifier, and the all-Polish squad AJ

DIAMONDS (Cathy Baldysz, Ewa Harasimowicz,
Przemislaw Janiszewski, Andrzej Jaszczak, Anna Sarniak,
Andrzej Wojcieszek), who had finished tenth.

Janiszewski upgraded his hand on the first board of
the match, but Tuncok/McCallum defended carefully
to make him pay the price.

Board 1. Dealer North. Neither Vul.

[ 5 4
] 7 4 2
{ A J 6 3
} J 10 9 3

[ Q J 8 3 [ K 10 9
] A J 10 6 ] 5 3
{ 10 9 5 { K Q 4
} 6 4 } A K 8 5 2

[ A 7 6 2
] K Q 9 8
{ 8 7 2
} Q 7

Open Room

West North East South

Sarniak McCallum Janiszewski Tuncok
— Pass 1NT Pass
2} Pass 2{ Pass
2NT Pass 3NT Pass
Pass Pass

Tuncok led the queen of hearts, ducked by declarer.
Having received a count card from McCallum, South
began to work on severing the links between declarer’s
hand and the dummy by continuing with another
heart. Declarer won this with dummy’s ten and led a
low spade to his king and, when that held, continued
with the ten of spades. South ducked that as well and
declarer overtook it with the queen to lead a diamond
to his king. When that held, he cashed his top clubs
and exited with a spade, hoping that South would give
him the dummy. Not today. Despite the early hour,
Tuncok had had his early-morning Turkish coffee and
was wide awake. He led a diamond to McCallum’s ace
and she had two club tricks to take for one off, plus
50 to North/South.

Declarer could have made three notrump. As the play
went, when in dummy with the queen of spades,
declarer cashes the ace of hearts, discarding his
remaining spade as North’s last major-suit card is
removed. Then, three rounds of clubs puts North in
to allow declarer two diamond tricks and a long club,
however North plays. A finesse for the jack of diamonds
may be necessary. Note that declarer cannot play
diamonds before clubs as that allows North to score
a long diamond.

Should declarer have played that way? North had given
count in the majors to help South know when to take
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his winners there, so that line of play was not quite
double dummy.

At the other table:

Closed Room

West North East South

Rimstedt Baldysz Upmark Jaszczak
— Pass 1NT Pass
2} Pass 2{ Pass
2NT Pass Pass Pass

Upmark was a little more circumspect than Janiszewski
had been, passing Rimstedt’s invitation. He received a
fourth-best spade lead, which he took with his king.
He led the ten of spades, ducked, and another to
South’s ace. Jaszczak shifted to the queen of hearts,
which Upmark won with the ace in dummy to cash
his spade winner, discarding a club from hand. He
continued with three rounds of clubs to North. She
cashed her clubs then exited with a diamond to
declarer’s queen. When Upmark led a heart, South had
to win with his king. The defence then had to give
declarer a red winner for his eighth trick for plus 120
and a 5-IMP gain to FULL HOUSE.

Upmark could also have made nine tricks, and more
easily than Janiszewski. He needed to duck the first
heart. Then West’s major-suit winners would have
forced two discards from North and allowed East to
make four tricks in the minor suits.

THE PAIRS CHAMPIONSHIPS

Open Pairs Qualifying (BR)

This deal presented an extreme challenge both for
declarer and defence. Which side would you back?

Board 28 Dealer East. NS Vul.

[ A 9
] A J 7 2
{ K 10 7 3
} A Q 9

[ 10 4 2 [ K J 7 6 5 3
] 9 3 ] Q 10 4
{ Q 9 6 { A 8 5
} J 10 6 5 3 } 8

[ Q 8
] K 8 6 5
{ J 4 2
} K 7 4 2

West North East South

Van den Bos Volcker Van LankveldBessis
— — 1[ Pass
1NT Double 2[ 3]
Pass 4] Pass Pass
Pass

Thomas Bessis received a low spade lead from Van
den Bos. He started well by winning the ace of spades

and cashing the ace of clubs, judging from the spot
cards played that the suit was breaking 5-1. So he
abandoned clubs and led a second spade, essentially
playing East for a 6=3=3=1 pattern. East in turn
guessed well to go up with the king of spades, but was
now endplayed. At double-dummy and maybe even
single-dummy, it is best to play a low diamond. If (a big
‘if ’) West puts in the nine, the defenders can set four
hearts by force. Declarer can play three rounds of
trumps to force a ruff and discard from East, but he
will be an entry short to establish diamonds.

After much deliberation, East actually gave the ruff and
discard with a third spade at trick four. Declarer
correctly ruffed in dummy and now does best to play
for the queen of diamonds onside by crossing to hand
with a heart to lead a diamond to the ten. Instead, he
drew two rounds of trumps with the ace and king
and could no longer make the hand. If he had ruffed
his club loser in dummy, he would have been marooned
in dummy to concede two diamond tricks, and if he
had taken a diamond finesse, East would have won
and cashed the queen of hearts, then played a spade,
on which West would have unguarded diamonds,
leaving East in sole control of that suit with his precious
eight. After two rounds of trumps, Bessis played on
clubs, but when East correctly discarded, declarer was
out of practical chances. He ruffed a club in dummy
and led a low diamond, but East ducked this to West’s
queen; down one.

So does that mean declarer cannot succeed? No, but
it is far from obvious how to make the game. The secret
is to play for clubs 5-1 at trick two, quite a view, and
lead a club to the king, then exit with the spade queen.
East wins and can either give the ruff and discard as
we saw, when declarer pitches a diamond from hand,
crosses to the king of hearts and leads a diamond to
the ten. Even if East ducks, declarer can arrange to set
up the thirteenth diamond with club entries to dummy.
Best defence after winning the king of spades is to
play a low diamond to the nine and ten. Declarer now
plays three rounds of trumps, throwing East in, to
produce this ending.

[ —
] 7
{ K 7 3
} A Q

[ 10 [ J 7 6 5
] — ] —
{ Q 6 { A 8
} J 10 6 } —

[ —
] 8
{ J 4
} 7 4 2

Since East cannot play a diamond now, he leads a spade.
Declarer pitches a diamond from hand, ruffing in
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dummy, and leads a low diamond, which the defence
must allow to run round to West. Since that player
has no spades left, he returns a club, and because both
high clubs are left in the dummy, declarer ruffs out
the diamonds, leading the king for the ace, and goes
back to dummy in clubs to score trick thirteen with
the seven of diamonds!

Set Up Losers, Not Winners (BR)

Many years ago, Patrick Jourdain wrote a couple of
tongue-in-cheek articles for The Bridge World arguing
that, on defence, one should keep losers, not winners.
On this deal, Geir Helgemo went one step further by
setting up not one but two suits for the opponents at
notrump.

Board 7. Dealer South. Both Vul.

[ 8 2
] K Q 10 7 5
{ A 9 5
} Q 9 6

[ A 5 3 [ Q J 9 6
] J 9 8 6 ] A
{ Q 8 { K J 6
} A K 8 4 } J 7 5 3 2

[ K 10 7 4
] 4 3 2
{ 10 7 4 3 2
} 10

West North East South

— — — Pass
1} 1] Double Pass
1NT Pass 3NT Pass
Pass Pass

Helgemo was West and the sight of the king of hearts
as the opening lead cheered him up. He won, perforce,
and his first move was to lead a low diamond to an
upside-down seven, queen and ace. The spade eight
return from North allowed him to win with dummy’s
jack.

When the king and ace of clubs drew a discard from
South, Helgemo set up diamonds for his opponents
by cashing the king and jack, then spades, by taking the
ace. He got off play with a club to North, who was
down to four cards, all hearts. He could take his heart
queen now (dummy pitching a spade) or he could
exit with a low heart to let his partner collect a spade
at trick thirteen, but either way, Helgemo had ten tricks
and a 90% score.

Open Pairs Semifinals

The Luck (and Skill) of the Irish (BR)

Here is a deal from the third session of the semifinals
of the open pairs, showing John Carroll and Tom
Hanlon at work.

Board 27. Dealer South. Neither Vul.

[ A 8 3 2
] Q J 10 6 4 2
{ A
} 8 2

[ J 6 5 [ K Q 10 7 4
] A K 8 5 ] 3
{ 10 6 3 { K Q 8 4 2
} K 7 5 } A Q

[ 9
] 9 7
{ J 9 7 5
} J 10 9 6 4 3

West North East South

Carroll Hanlon
— — — Pass
1} 1] Double1 Pass
1[2 2] 4NT Pass
5} Pass 5[ Pass
Pass Pass
1. Spades
2. 3-card spade support and 11-13 balanced

When Tom Hanlon found Carroll with precisely three
spades and a minimum balanced opener he might have
opted for a slightly more sophisticated approach than
the bludgeon of Keycard Blackwood. But then Carroll
would not have had to work so hard. Carroll won the
heart lead in hand and led a spade to the king, then
the spade queen, ducked by North. A spade to the
jack and ace saw North exit in clubs. Carroll won with
the ace and now knew North was 4-6 or 4-7 in the
majors, with the ace of diamonds. He cashed the last
two trumps, to arrive at this ending.

[ —
] J 10 6 4
{ A
} 8

[ — [ —
] K ] —
{ 10 6 3 { K Q 8 4 2
} K 7 } Q

[ —
] —
{ J 9 7 5
} J 10

Declarer overtook the club queen with the king and
led a diamond up. Had North originally been 4=6=2=1
and been able to follow low, it would have been easy
to duck a diamond now. As it was, North won with his
ace and had no choice but to exit in hearts, suicide-
squeezing his partner in the minors as Carroll won
with his king of hearts – 11 tricks made and an 80%
score.
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Open Pairs Final, Session 4

 The Good, the Bad and the Ugly (MM)

Board 7. Dealer South. Both Vul.

[ A K J 9 6
] K Q 10 6
{ 7
} Q 9 4

[ 10 5 3 2 [ 7
] — ] 9 5 4 2
{ A Q J 10 { 8 6 5 3 2
} K J 10 8 3 } 7 5 2

[ Q 8 4
] A J 8 7 3
{ K 9 4
} A 6

West North East  South

Smirnov Martens Piekarek Filipowicz
— — — 1NT
Double1 Redouble2 Pass3 Pass
2} Pass Pass 2]
Pass 4{ Pass 4]
Pass 4[ Pass 5}
Pass 6] Pass Pass
Pass
1. 5+ of a minor and 4+ of a major
2. Points
3. Bid your minor

Smirnov led the three of spades. Declarer won with
the ace in dummy and immediately turned to the
trump suit to find the suit breaking 4-0. That didn’t
seem to bother Filipowicz much. He pulled three more
rounds, West discarding two spades and two clubs.
Declarer then turned the screws on a little harder by
playing his last trump. The ten of diamonds from West,
a club from dummy and the two of diamonds from
East were discarded. Filipowicz now switched to the
spade suit and cashed the queen from hand on which
East discarded another club. A spade to dummy
followed, whereupon both defenders discarded clubs.

This was the situation with five cards to play:

[ K J
] —
{ 7
} Q 9

[ — [ —
] — ] —
{ A Q J { 8 6 5 3
} K 10 } 5

[ —
] —
{ K 9 4
} A 6

When declarer called for the king of spades, East and
South discarded diamonds and West made a desperate

attempt at misleading declarer by baring his king of
clubs. But Filipowicz had read the situation correctly–
he continued with a club to the ace to drop the now
singleton king in the West hand to make the contract.

Open Pairs, Session 6 & 7 (DB)

Board 10. Dealer East. Both Vul.

[ Q 10 7 6 3 2
] 10 7 4
{ 9 4 3
} 4

[ A K J 9 8 [ 5
] K ] J 3
{ A K J 10 8 6 { Q 2
} 10 } A K Q J 9 5 3 2

[ 4
] A Q 9 8 6 5 2
{ 7 5
} 8 7 6

West North East South

Kolesnik Kopstad Roeder Grude
— — 1} 3]
3[ 4] 5} Pass
6{ Pass Pass Pass

West had an apparently-close decision between
bidding six diamonds and raising to six clubs.

The club slam cannot be beaten. To make the diamond
slam, however, declarer needs several club tricks. It
was up to the defenders to kill the dummy in some
way.

Suppose North leads the four of clubs. Declarer will
win in dummy and play a second high club, ditching
the king of hearts. North can ruff, yes, but this will
reduce him to only two trumps. On any return,
declarer will be able to draw trumps in two rounds,
ending in the dummy, and enjoy the remaining clubs.

It’s no use for North to refuse to shorten his trumps
by not ruffing, waiting instead for South to ruff.
Declarer will ditch a spade on the third club (North
not ruffing again), return to the ace of diamonds, cash
the ace of spades and ruff a spade with the queen of
diamonds. He can then reach his hand to draw trumps,
losing a spade trick at the end.

The Norwegian defenders showed how to beat the
contract. Kopstad led a heart to the ace and Grude
smartly returned a club. Declarer had no way home
after this bright defence. He won, cashed the ace of
spades and ruffed a spade with the two of diamonds,
overruffed by South. A trump return then put the
slam three down, North/South scoring a handsome
48-2.

For the second set, I ‘made a good switch’ to Table 21
and was immediately rewarded:
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Board 11. Dealer South. Neither Vul.

[ 8
] A Q 10 6 5
{ A K 5 2
} A 9 5

[ Q 6 2 [ A 10 7 3
] 9 ] J 8 4
{ Q J 10 8 7 6 4 { 9
} 4 2 } K J 8 6 3

[ K J 9 5 4
] K 7 3 2
{ 3
} Q 10 7

West North East South

F.Helness Gierulski T.Helness Skrzypczak
— — — Pass
3{ 3] Pass 4{
Pass 6] Pass Pass
Pass

Gierulski won the trump lead and played the eight of
spades. Tor Helness knew from the bidding that this
was a singleton. He also knew that declarer was likely
to guess right if he played low, rising with dummy’s
king. When he went in with the ace of spades, the
remaining play was easy for declarer. He won the trump
return, cashed the ace of diamonds and ruffed a
diamond. The defenders both followed to the king of
spades and West’s queen appeared when he ruffed a
spade in his hand. Five trumps, three spades, three
minor-suit winners and a diamond ruff brought the
total to twelve, North/South scoring 45-5. Leif-Erik,
our excellent VuGraph operator, reported that Tor
Helness had told the other players: ‘I should have played
a low spade.’ Would that have made any difference?

Let’s see what was happening over on Table 23:

West North East South

Hoftaniska Gawrys Helgemo Klukowski
— — — Pass
3{ 3] Pass 4{
Pass 4NT Pass 5}
Pass 6] Pass Pass
Pass

Again a trump was led, declarer agin leading the eight
of spades after winning in hand. Geir Helgemo, Helness’
regular partner in the Monaco team, elected to play
low. Guided by West’s pre-empt, Gawrys rose with
the king. There are several routes available to twelve
tricks now, but he chose to run the queen of clubs.
When Helgemo won and returned another trump,
Gawrys relied on a second club finesse and went one
down, only 7-43.

Mixed Pairs Final, Last Session

Use Those Spots (BR)

Barry Myers found a very nice play to bring home his
slam here.

Board 17. Dealer North. Neither Vul.

[ 3
] K 9 8 6 2
{ K 10 8 6 4
} 10 2

[ K J 8 6 [ A Q 9 2
] A Q 10 ] 7 3
{ A Q 9 7 5 3 { J
} — } A Q J 8 6 3

[ 10 7 5 4
] J 5 4
{ 2
} K 9 7 5 4

West North East South

Brock Myers
— 2]1 3} 3]
3NT 4] 4[ Pass
6[ Pass Pass Pass
1. Hearts and a minor, weak

The four-heart call presumably showed some
combination of an optimistic temperament, extra
shape, or a mis-reading of the vulnerability. East/West
can in fact come considerably closer than North/South
to making four hearts after a trump lead. But now is
not the moment to worry about that. How do you
play six spades after the two of diamonds lead?

Myers correctly identified the lead as a singleton but,
nonetheless, ducked at trick one. North won with his
king of diamonds and continued with a diamond at
trick two. Myers ruffed high (as South pitched a club),
sneaked the jack of clubs past South, pitching a heart
from the dummy, then cashed the ace of clubs to pitch
a second heart. He advanced the nine of spades and
South ducked, so he ran it, then crossed to the ace of
hearts to ruff another diamond high. A finesse of the
eight of spades allowed him to draw the rest of the
trumps and claim.

Had South covered the nine of spades, Myers would
won in the dummy, ruffed a diamond high and finessed
the six of spades on the next round of the suit to
bring home his slam. At the critical moment, North
was known to be 1=5=5=2, so there would have been
no guesswork involved.

There was, however, a crucial defensive error: South’s
not covering the jack of clubs, which leaves declarer
far too much work to do.

Mixed Pairs Final, Last Session (JJ)

Geir Helgemo, in the middle of a meteoric rise up the
rankings, declared four hearts as North (see top of next
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column). He won Vadim Kholomeev’s king-of-diamonds
lead with dummy’s ace and led a spade up. West, Diana
Rakhmani, won with her ace (which wasn’t fatal) and
shifted to a trump (which was)...

Board 17. Dealer North. Neither Vul.

[ K J 9 7
] A K Q 8 5 3
{ 7
} Q 2

[ A Q 10 6 [ 8 3
] 6 ] J 10 9 2
{ J 4 3 { K Q 6 5 2
} J 10 9 6 4 } K 3

[ 5 4 2
] 7 4
{ A 10 9 8
} A 8 7 5

West North East South

Rakhmani Helgemo Kholomeev Langeland
— 1] Pass 1NT
Pass 3] Pass 4]
Pass Pass Pass

Helgemo tested trumps, discovered the bad news, and
played four rounds of the suit to reduce to this ending,
with East on lead. He needed six of the last seven tricks.

[ K J 9
] 8 5
{ —
} Q 2

[ Q 10 6 [ 8
] — ] —
{ J { Q 6 5 2
} 10 9 6 } K 3

[ 5
] —
{ 10 9
} A 8 7 5

A diamond would have cut the defenders’
transportation and allowed declarer to ruff and play
the last trump. West would have had to discard a club
on that, and then, Helgemo would have been able to
either:
(i) set up a club by ducking one to West, or
(ii) lead the queen of clubs, covered all round, then take
a spade finesse and endplay West with a club to lead
another spade.

So, Kholomeev did his best by leading a spade to the
queen and king. Helgemo cashed his penultimate trump,
pitching a diamond from dummy, and gave West three
losing options:
(i) a spade discard would have been immediately fatal,
(ii) the jack of diamonds would have allowed Helgemo
to cash the last trump, forcing a club discard from West,
and play the queen of clubs to the king and ace and
another club to force a spade return from West, so

(iii) West pitched a club, and Helgemo now could duck
a club, taking a trump, two clubs and a spade for the last
four tricks.

Making the contract was a 96% result.

OPEN PAIRS

1. Thomas Bessis/Frédéric Volcker (FRA)
2. Anders Morath/Bengt-Erik Efraimsson (SWE)
3. Dennis Bilde (DEN)/Chris Willenken (USA)

WOMEN’S PAIRS

1. Sandra Rimstedt/Emma Sjöberg (SWE)
2. Justyna Zmuda/ Katarzyna Dufrat (POL)
3. Liu Yan/Lu Yan (CHN)

SENIOR PAIRS

1. Bernhard Sträter/Ulrich Kratz (GER)
2. Helge Mæsel/Roald Mæsel (NOR)
3. Nico Doremans/Jaap Trouwborst (NED)

MIXED PAIRS

1. Sylvie Willard/Philippe Cronier (FRA)
2. Åse Langeland (NOR)/Geir Helgemo (MON)
3. Victoria Gromova/Andrey Gromov (RUS)

THE WORST (JC)
We bridge journalists frequently declare that a play or
bid was the ‘best’ of the year or the ‘brilliancy’ of a
tournament. It is sometimes amusing to look at the ‘worst’
bids and plays as well. After all, even the top players make
egregious errors. According to Bob Hamman, “We are all
terrible. Some of us are just less terrible than others.”

Here are my votes in the ‘Worst’ category, but don’t
expect me to name names. If I did, the promulgators
might, in revenge, expose some of my own gaffes, which
are surely worse than these. Paraphrasing Keith
Olbermann of ESPN, who does a tongue-in-cheek
“Worst Persons in the Sports World” segment each
day on his television show: “Here are the worst bids
and plays in the bridge world. Don’t take it completely
seriously; I don’t mean it completely literally, blah, blah,
blah…”

Worst Declarer Play

Board 3. Dealer South. EW Vul.

[ Q 9 8 5
] Q J 9 7
{ A
} A Q J 10

[ K 10 [ A 3 2
] 8 6 5 ] 4 3
{ J 10 8 4 3 2 { K Q 9 7 5
} K 6 } 8 4 3

[ J 7 6 4
] A K 10 2
{ 6
} 9 7 5 2
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South declared four hearts. West led the jack of
diamonds, which declarer won with dummy’s ace.
Declarer drew two rounds of trumps ending in the
his hand and played a club to the ten. Declarer then
had ten tricks: a heart to hand and another club garners
five trumps, one diamond and four clubs. However…

Declarer led dummy’s five of spades and ducked it to
West’s ten. West gave declarer a useless (to declarer)
ruff-sluff with a second diamond. Declarer ruffed the
diamond in dummy, pitching a club from hand. He
played the queen of spades, West winning with the
king and playing a third diamond. Declarer again ruffed
in dummy and discarded another club. Declarer, not
yet sensing any peril, played another spade, the third
(recovery was still possible by playing the ace of clubs).
East won the spade and West ditched his king of clubs.
East was alert enough to give West a club ruff for one
down.

The West at the other table disdained the ‘killing’ jack
of diamonds lead, instead preferring the circus lead of
the king of spades. He did get a ruff, and was pretty
proud of it, but declarer made ten tricks and plus 420.

Worst Bid

Any championship is rife with bad bids, especially in the
latter stages, when desperation and weariness rear their
heads. I could not narrow this award down to a single
bid. Here are the candidates—make your own choice:

(a)
Board 4. Dealer West. All Vul.

[ A Q 9 8 [ 7
] 3 ] A J 8
{ Q 8 4 { A K J 10 7 3 2
} K Q J 6 5 } 7 3

West North East South

1{ 2] 3NT Pass
Pass

West is still waiting for East to support diamonds.
Admittedly, East/West were playing a strong club.
Nevertheless, barring a club ruff, not available on the
actual lie, six diamonds was cold.

(b)
Board 8. Dealer West. Neither Vul.

[ 9 7 [ A 3 2
] A K 10 5 2 ] 9
{ A J 4 2 { K 7 3
} 7 6 } K Q J 5 4 2

West North East South

1NT1 Pass 2[2 Double
3}3 3[ 3NT Pass
Pass Pass
1. 14-16
2. Clubs
3. Poor hand for clubs

With two low doubletons, a below-range hand and an
easy rebid in any system, that one-notrump opening
bid is a marvel.

(c)
Board 30. Dealer East. Neither Vul.

[ A K 9 4 3 [ 10 7 6
] K 4 3 ] —
{ K 7 4 { A J 10 9 8 5
} 7 6 } K 5 4 3

West North East South

— — 3{ Pass
Pass 3] Pass 4]
Pass Pass Pass

Three diamonds is a thing of beauty in first chair, with
a hand playable in three suits, a void, a short preempt
suit in context and an ace and a king. One diamond is
a better opening bid. Yes, West have saved East from
his indelicate foray by responding with three spades,
but that is a judgement call and does not detract from
East’s execrable choice.

At the other table, not surprisingly, East passed and, after
West opened one spade, East/West got to four spades.
North led a singleton diamond and spades were 3-2.
so declarer made 11 tricks without breathing hard.

(d)
Board 2. Dealer West. NS Vul.

[ Q 8 7 5 3 [ —
] K 10 9 6 2 ] A Q 8 7 5
{ Q { 6 5 4 3 2
} A 4 } 10 8 3

West North East South

— — Pass Pass
1[ Pass 1NT Pass
2] Double Pass 2[
Pass Pass 3] 4{
Pass Pass Double Pass
Pass 4[ Double Pass
Pass Pass

East’s one-notrump bid was impeccable. After that, it’s
difficult to pick out which call was the worst. Since
East/West were cold for four hearts on any defence,
perhaps pass of two hearts gets the nod. However,
since East/West allowed North/South to score plus
790 in eight spades, that double of four diamonds must
be a contender. All in all, the totality of East’s auction
has to give that player the crown.

Worst Defence

Had there not been so many other worthy candidates,
East’s two-notrump bid on the following deal might
have been a contender for worst bid. It was Pairs,
however, so there was some excuse, however flimsy.
But, if you’re going to bid notrumps, why not three
notrump?

Nevertheless, the result will not dissuade East from
future bids like that.
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Board 9. Dealer North. EW Vul.

[ Q 9 5 4 2
] Q 10 9 7
{ 3
} 10 9 8

[ 8 7 [ 10 3
] A 8 6 3 ] K J 4
{ 5 { A K Q 10 9 8 7
} A J 7 5 4 3 } K

[ A K J 6
] 5 2
{ J 6 4 2
} Q 6 2

West North East South

— Pass 1{ Pass
1] Pass 2NT Pass
3NT Pass Pass Pass

Be that as it may, South led the ace of spades and North
encouraged with the two. South shifted to the five of
hearts, apparently believing North had four low spades.
Declarer won with his king of hearts over North’s
queen and cashed the king of clubs and two high
diamonds, discarding a club from the dummy, as did
North. East revised his opinion that Dame Fortune
had smiled down upon him when North showed out
on the second diamond. Nevertheless, he did not cash
out for down one (or even making if the hearts were
3-3), but played the queen and another diamond to

South, discarding another club and a heart from the
dummy (North mirrored these discards). In with the
jack of diamonds, South played…drum roll, please,
Maestro…the two of hearts!

Declarer apparently knew his customer. When North
showed out on the second diamond, declarer still had
two chances for his contract: hearts 3-3 or the queen of
clubs falling doubleton. If neither chance came home, he’d
be one off, sometimes a fair result at Pairs. Nevertheless,
he risked down two or more by establishing the diamonds.
Minus 200 is almost never a good result at Pairs. Three
notrump making five was a worldwide top.

It is difficult to equal the quality of that second heart play
by South. He knew (or, more accurately, should have
known), that declarer had six diamond tricks, three heart
tricks and two club tricks (he had seen his partner play
the queen of hearts, denying the jack, and had seen
declarer cash the king of clubs). That total is eleven,
independent of spades. At best, if declarer were 3=2=7=1,
he still had nine tricks and had misplayed badly. Whether
or not declarer did indeed have the queen of spades, it
was incumbent upon South to take the king of spades to
hold declarer to those putative ten tricks. Another clue,
supposing he needed one, was that his partner had
discarded hearts and clubs, no spades. From two off to
two overtricks earned South the award.

Is there any doubt that Hamman’s assessment is correct?
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Omar Sharif (1932-2015)

CorrespondenceCorrespondenceCorrespondenceCorrespondenceCorrespondence
The Editor reserves the right to abridge and/or edit correspondence.

Email: ibpaeditor@sympatico.ca

Hi John,

The 2015 Pacific Asia Women’s Online Bridge Festival
is being held from August 31st to September 4th  We
are having three sessions a day, pairs, robots and
individual over the five days, with generous prizes from
the WBF, the ABF, NZ Bridge Association and the
Contract Bridge League of Thailand.

There is lots of information on the ABF website—
www.abf.com.au—I would really appreciate it if you
would mention it in your bulletin.

Kind regards,
Dallas Cooper, Tournament Organiser,
Pacific Asia Women’s Online Bridge Festival
dalbaby48@gmail.com

Omar Sharif, actor and bridge player, died on
July 10 of a heart attack in a Cairo hospital. Sharif,
the actor best-known for playing Sherif Ali in
Lawrence of Arabia (1962) and the title role in
Doctor Zhivago (1965), was born Michel Demitri
Shalhoub on April 10, 1932 in Alexandria, Egypt.

Sharif studied at the Royal Academy of Dramatic
Art in London. He earned a Best Supporting Actor
Academy Award nomination and two Golden
Globe awards for Lawrence of Arabia and another
for Dr. Zhivago. Sharif received acclaim in 2003
for his role in the French-language film adaptation
of the novel Monsieur Ibrahim et les fleurs du Coran,
as a Turkish Muslim merchant who becomes a
father figure for a Jewish boy. For his performance,
he won the Best Actor Award at the Venice Film
Festival and the Best Actor César, France’s
equivalent of the Oscar, from the Académie des
Arts et Techniques du Cinéma.

In November 2005, Sharif was awarded the
inaugural Sergei Eisenstein Medal by the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) in recognition of his
significant contributions to world film and cultural
diversity. Sharif was awarded an honorary degree
by the University of Hull in 2010.

Sharif was a fine sportsman, having represented
Egypt at football, but his passion was bridge.
Beginning in the 1960s, he earned a reputation
as one of the world’s best-known players. In the
1970s and ‘80s, with Charles Goren, he co-wrote
a syndicated newspaper bridge column for the
Chicago Tribune. He wrote several books on
bridge and licensed his name to Omar Sharif
Bridge, which was first marketed in 1992.

In 1967, Sharif founded the Omar Sharif Bridge
Circus, which included the energetic and quick-
witted Egyptian Léon Yallouze as the coordinator,
the young American, Mike Ledeen (later to
become a world-renowned terrorism expert),
as Manager of the Circus, Italian Blue Team greats
Benito Garozzo, Pietro Forquet, and Giorgio
Belladonna and debonair French star Claude
Delmouly as players.

In 1964 and 1968 Sharif captained (and played
on) the Egyptian team in the Olympiad, finishing
21st on both occasions. In 1997, he was made a
member of the Committee of Honour for the
Bermuda Bowl on the first occasion that this
was organized in an Arab Country, Tunisia. He
competed in a transnational team (with French,
German and Lebanese players) and finished 11th.

Two years later, Sharif finished second in the
Senior Teams at the European Championships
in Malta with a French team. As was customary
at the time, national anthems of the medal
winners were played - as French teams had also
come first and third, the organisers decided to
play the theme from Dr. Zhivago for the second-
place team. This was greeted with great cheers
from the attendees.
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NEWS & VIEWS

Bridge in the Asian Games

On June 14th, in Jakarta, the Olympic Committee of
Asia (OCA) decided to include bridge in the 2018
Asian Games to be held in Indonesia.

After the inclusion of bridge in the 2017 SEA Games
to be held in Malaysia, this second step is fundamental
to help bridge be accepted at the 2020 Tokyo Summer
Olympic Games, for which the WBF has received an
invitation to submit an application.

David Lusk, OAM

Congratulations to David Lusk, bridge columnist for
the Adelaide Sunday Mail and former editor of the
Australian Bridge Federation Newsletter, who received
a Medal (Order of Australia Medal) in the General
Division of the 2015 Queen’s Birthday Honours list
for his services to the community and to the game of
bridge.

Wan Li

Xiang Huaicheng, the President of the Chinese
Contract Bridge Association, informs us that on July
15th 2015, in Beijing, the Honorary President of the
Chinese Contract Bridge Association, Mr. Wan Li, passed
away at age 99.

Mr. Wan was the former Chairman of the National
People’s Congress. He actively promoted the
development of bridge in China and, with his care and
support, the Chinese Contract Bridge Association was
founded. The extensive development of bridge in
China and outstanding achievements of Chinese
bridge are both owing to his long-time support.

Championship Deals

All deals played at the European Championships in
Tromsø (and other major championships) can be
downloaded from the Duplimate Club Library.
Contact Per Jannersten if you need tools for analysis,
printing hand records, etc.

Erratum

We corrected it online and in the hard copy, but if
you printed the July IBPA Bulletin early on, your
version may say, on page 19, that Benito Garozzo was
interviewed about the Nunes ace-of-diamonds-lead-
and-diamond-continuation contoversy. It was actually
Lorenzo Lauria. Thanks to Laura Camponeschi, who
caught this mistake.

Sofie Græsholt Sjødal

At 13 years of age, Ms. Sjødal was the youngest
competitor at the Open European Championships in
Tromsø. She has been playing bridge for five years and
has represented Norway in Girls events at European
and World Championships since age 11. A curiosity:
Sofie is, not surprisingly, the youngest member of her
bridge club; her 43-year-old father is the second
youngest.

From the Archives Reminder

Dutch players Frank van Wezel and Hans van de
Konijnenberg have launched a free website
www.bridgedailybulletins.nl. On this site you can find
thousands of scanned daily bulletins, both from the
digital era and before. They posted WBF, EBL and ACBL
championship bulletins, as well as many from
miscellaneous tournaments around the world. And if
you have bulletins that they are missing, please contact
them. Contact details can be found on the website.
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World Bridge Calendar
DATES EVENT LOCATION INFORMATION

2015
Aug 6-16 ACBL Summer NABC Chicago, IL www.acbl.org
Aug 7-9 Pesta Sukan Singapore www.scba.org.sg
Aug 11-18 Coffs Gold Coast Congress Korora, NSW, Australia www.abf.com.au
Aug 13-16 Colombia National Championships Cali, Colombia www.csbnews.org
Aug 14-23 Brighton Summer Congress Brighton, England www.ebu.co.uk
Aug 15-23 65ème Festival de La Baule La Baule, France www.bridge-club-labaule.fr
Aug 19-23 9th “Riga Invites to Jurmala” Jurmala, Latvia www.rigainvites.lv
Aug 20-29 4th World Youth Open Championships Opatija, Croatia www.worldbridge.org
Aug 21-30 43rd Grand Prix of Warsaw Warsaw, Poland www.warsbrydz.pl
Aug 24-30 Festival du Touquet Le Touquet, France www.bridge-club-letouquet.com
Aug 29-Sep 6 International Festival La Grande Motte, France www.festivalsdusoleil.com
Aug 31-Sep 4 Pacific Asia Online Women’s Festival BBO www.abf.com.au
Aug 31-Sep 6 4th European Universities Ch. Warsaw, Poland www.eucbridge2015.eu
Sep 2-6 VV Cup Vilnius, Lithuania www.vvcup.com
Sep 4-10 10th Greek Bridge Festival Athens, Greece www.bridgefestival.gr
Sep 5-12 International Bridge Festival Pula, Croatia www.pulabridgefestival.com
Sep 11-13 1st Festival of Bridge Viterbo, Italy www.federbridge.it
Sep 11-20 Confiance Guernsey Congress Guernsey, Channel Is. www.ebu.co.uk
Sep 18-20 Madrid Grand Prix Madrid, Spain www.granprixmadrid.com
Sep 26-30 NZ National Congress Hamilton, NZ www.nzbridgecongress.co.nz
Sep 26-Oct 10World Team Championships Chennai, India www.worldbridge.org
Sep 30-Oct 2 EUSA University Championships Warsaw, Poland www.eusa.eu
Sep 30-Oct 4 International Festival Azores Is., Portugal www.fpbridge.com
Oct 16-18 XXVII International Open Teams Monte Carlo, Monaco www.cavendishmonaco.com
Oct 19-23 Cavendish Invitational Monte Carlo, Monaco www.cavendishmonaco.com
Oct 21-29 ABF Spring Nationals Sydney, Australia www.abf.com.au
Oct 26-29 8th European Small Federations Games Protaras, Cyprus www.eurobridge.org
Oct 29-Nov 1 International Festival Avignon, France www.festivalsdusoleil.com
Oct 31-Nov 7 Bridge Brazil Bahia, Brazil www.bridge.org.br
Nov 2-8 18th Madeira International Open Madeira, Portugal www.fpbridge.com
Nov 5-7 2nd Marbella International Marbella, Spain www.marbellabridge.com
Nov 9-15 WBF Women’s Online Festival BBO www.worldbridge.org
Nov 11-14 14th European Champions Cup Milton Keynes, England www.ebu.co.uk
Nov 12-22 21st Red Sea International Festival Eilat, Israel www.bridgeredsea.com
Nov 13-21 XII Bolivariano Championships Panama City, Panama www.bridgebolivariano.com
Nov 14-16 CACBF Regional San Jose, Costa Rica www.cacbf.com
Nov 16-22 BFI Winter Nationals Pune, India www.bfi.net.in
Nov 24-29 ASEAN Championships Bangkok, Thailand www.scba.org.sg
Nov 26-29 16th International Schools/Junior Teams Hluk, Zlin, Czech Republic kralik_preklady@gmail.com
Nov 26-Dec 5 ACBL Fall NABC Denver, CO www.acbl.org
Dec 27-30 Year End Congress London, England www.ebu.co.uk

2016
Jan 9-10 7th TGR’s Auction Pairs London, England www.tgrsbridge.com
Jan 12-24 Summer Festival of Bridge Canberra, Australia www.abf.com.au
Jan 23-29 Bermuda Regional Southampton, Bermuda www.bermudaregional.com
Feb 19-27 Gold Coast Congress Surfer’s Paradise, Australia www.qldbridge.com
Feb 24-28 Festival du Soleil Cannes, France www.festivalsdusoleil.com
Mar 10-20 ACBL Spring NABC Reno, NV www.acbl.org
Mar 22-27 121st Canadian Nationals Toronto, ON www.unit166.ca
Apr 15-24 Asia Open Bridge Congress Beijing, China www.ccba.org.cn/asiaopen2016
Apr 29-May 12 Festival du Soleil Juan-les-Pins, France www.festivalsdusoleil.com
Jun 16-25 53rd European Team Championships Budapest, Hungary www.eurobridge.org
Jul 13-20 13th European Youth Pairs & Camp Liepaja, Latvia www.eurobridge.org
Jul 21-31 ACBL Summer NABC Washington, DC www.acbl.org
Aug 3-13 World Youth Team Championships Salsomaggiore, Italy www.worldbridge.org
Sep 2-17 World Bridge Games Wroclaw, Poland www.worldbridge.org
Sep 24-Oct 1 NZ National Congress Wellington, NZ www.nzcba.nz
Nov 24-Dec 4 ACBL Fall NABC Orlando, FL www.acbl.org
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