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Editorial
The opinions expressed here are solely those of the editor do not necessarily
represent those of the IBPA Executive or its membership.
I confess to a fondness for the number 16. Sixteen happens to be the number of
boards you must play to enable each of the four players at the table to be the dealer
with all four vulnerability conditions.Additionally, all four players are in each of second,
third and fourth seats for the four vulnerabilities. Is this a big deal? Not really, but it
raises two related issues: (1.) board erosion, and (2.) system and direction strategy.

Board erosion: Almost every team event under the sun has experienced a decrease in
the number of boards played per match/session/event. Some examples come to mind:
i) The recent Rosenblum Knockout Teams had some knockout matches of 42
boards in length (3x14). Down from 64.
ii) The European Teams Championship used to have an all-play-all format with 32board matches. This was reduced to 20 and then to 16.
iii) USBF Trials have gone from 128-board to 120-board matches.
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v) Vanderbilt and Spingold matches have been reduced from 72 to 64 boards per
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day although, it must be said, this change came many decades ago.
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Strategy: Knowing you are going to play Boards 1-15, say, would it be worth your while
to sit East/West to be vulnerable one fewer time if your system was vulnerability
dependent (Board 16 has East/West vulnerable and West the dealer)? For example, say
you played mini-notrumps not vulnerable, you’d be eligible eight times rather than the
seven if you sat North/South. Or if you and your partner were wild preemptors, you
might want to be non-vulnerable one more time than your teammates.
Secondly, a professional playing with a client, knowing they were not going to play
Board 16, might (indeed probably should) engineer to sit East and be the dealer four
times to the client’s three times in order to both get in the first blow and increase the
probability of declaring the deal. Then for the second set of boards, they could switch
the client to East where the four/three first-seat scenario is reversed for Boards 16-30.
Similar considerations could apply to second-chair scenarios as well if the client/
sponsor pair were seated North/South.
That is all secondary though – the biggest fault of board erosion is that the integrity of
the events in which it occurs is impinged upon unfavourably. Bridge involves a certain
amount of luck and the fewer boards one plays, the greater the luck factor. The longer
any event or match is, the greater the chance that the better team will win. Should that
not be the determining factor? Recent criticisms of this trend to erosion have been
written by such disparate expert players as Sartaj Hans of Australia (in Australian
Bridge magazine), Peter Bertheau of Sweden (in an interview during the European
Championships) and Thomas Gotard of Germany and others (on bridgewinners.com).
One wonders if eroding the numbers of boards is designed to benefit the players or
the officials. Or worse, if it’s deliberately designed by the authorities to give the lesser
teams a better chance to win.That’s an unsettling thought.To my mind, a day’s knockout
teams bridge is 64 boards in 4x16 sets or, at worst, 3x20. Anything less, such as 3x14
or 3x16 turns the tournament (as we say in North America) into a Mickey Mouse
event. Surely any team of six can handle 60 or 64 boards a day.
Address all IBPA Bulletin correspondence to: JOHN CARRUTHERS
1322 Patricia Blvd., Kingsville, Ontario, N9Y 2R4, CANADA
Tel: +1 519-733-9247
email: ibpaeditor@sympatico.ca
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56th Winter Nationals
Jaipur, Rajasthan, India
Parimal Vahalia,Ahmedabad, Gujarat
Jaipur is the capital and largest city of the state of
Rajasthan in northern India. It was founded on
November 18, 1727 by Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh II, the
ruler of Amber, after whom the city is named. The city
today has a population of 3.1 million and is known as
the Pink City of India.
Jaipur is unusual among pre-modern Indian cities in
the regularity of its streets and the division of the city
into sectors by broad streets 34 m (111 ft) wide. The
urban sectors are further divided by networks of
gridded streets. Five sectors wrap around the east,
south, and west sides of a central palace sector, with a
sixth sector immediately to the east. The Palace
quarter encloses the Hawa Mahal palace complex,
formal gardens, and a small lake. Nahargarh Fort, which
was the residence of King Sawai Jai Singh II, crowns
the hill in the northwest corner of the old city. Jantar
Mantar, the observatory, is a World Heritage Site.
Included in the Golden Triangle tourist circuit with
Delhi and Agra, Jaipur is an extremely
popular destination.

Ashok R. Ruia Gold Trophy
Thirty-five teams entered the Ashok R. Ruia Gold
Trophy event, emblematic of superiority in Indian
bridge.
The Conditions of Contest dictated an 8-round, 10board Swiss League to qualify the top 16 teams for
knockout play. Knockout matches were 56 boards in
length except for the Round of 16, which was 36
boards long. Teams finishing in first and second place
would also earn qualification for the four-team Indian
Selection Trials for the Bermuda Bowl in Chennai in
September, 2015.
The following deal was played at eight tables in the
quarterfinals of the Ruia Gold Trophy.Two tables played
in three notrump and six in five diamonds. All went
one off. However, one declarer was given a chance,
which he rejected, to make five diamonds. The deal
required some care in declarer play.
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Dealer East. Both Vul.
[54
]7
{ AKJ98653
}A 6
[ AKJ
[9632
] J 10 9 6 2
] AK43
{ 10 2
{ Q4
}8 3 2
} J 10 5
[ Q 10 8 7
]Q85
{ 7
}K Q 9 7 4
West
North
East
South
—
—
Pass
Pass
Pass
1{
Double
1[
2]
5{
Pass
Pass
Double
Pass
Pass
Pass
East led the ace of hearts, winning the trick: five, two
(standard signals), seven. East then shifted to the five
of clubs, won by North’s ace. Declarer led to the king
of clubs, then cashed the queen, discarding a spade.
Keeping in mind East’s takeout double, declarer then
finessed the jack of diamonds to go one off when East
belatedly led a spade for West to set the contract one
trick.
Since West’s attitude toward hearts was known to
East as soon as the dummy came down, East
considered that the two of hearts may have been suit
preference for clubs. But West did not know that his
attitude was known to East, believing that declarer
could have held the king of hearts. What was needed
was a count signal and spade shift so that the defence
could collect whatever black tricks they had.
Can a case be made for the play of the jack of hearts
at trick one as suit preference? Not really, since spades
is the only logical shift anyway. If a second heart is
cashing, East can play the king and West can give suit
preference then, should he feel it necessary. Otherwise,
East should shift to a spade at trick two anyway.
As for declarer, he had a great chance to score his
contract. Even after the misguided club shift, he could
not have made the contract with 4-0 trumps, but could
have made it against any 2-2 or 3-1 split (with clubs

3-3, of course). After winning the ace of clubs, declarer
should have cashed the ace and king of diamonds. If, as
declarer expected, West had started with queen-third
for his penalty double and East a singleton for his
takeout double, declarer could have crossed to a high
club and played more clubs from the top, discarding
two spades. As the cards lie, declarer would have made
12 tricks, for a 14-IMP gain instead of a not-so-routine
push. Declarer needed 3-3 clubs in any case and
cashing the top diamonds would have allowed a fourth
club to be played from the dummy.
Concurrent with the Ruia Gold Trophy is the Ruia
Silver Trophy for those teams with less lofty aspirations
than the Gold Trophy and Indian international
representation. Declarer on the following deal read
his opponent and the cards accurately after reaching
a hazardous six-spade contact due to over-exuberant
bidding.
Dealer South. Neither Vul. (Spots approximate.)
[Q65
]AJ2
{ 98542
}A J
[ 10 3
[ K4
] 10 8 7 6 5 4 3
] Q9
{ K
{ Q 10 6
}8 6 4
} K 10 7 5 3 2
[AJ9872
]K
{ AJ73
}Q 9
West
North
East
South
—
—
—
1[
Pass
2{
Pass
3{
Pass
3[
Pass
4NT
Pass
5[
Pass
6[
Pass
Pass
Pass
South took North rather more seriously than was
warranted on his cards. West led the four of clubs
and, judging that his opponent would not lead from
an unsupported king against the slam, declarer
spurned the finesse and played the ace of clubs. He
then needed a large slice of good fortune. Declarer
led a low spade to his jack at trick two, then collected
the king under the ace.
With only a single entry to the dummy (since he
needed the heart ace as a parking place for the club
queen), declarer considered his best play to lose only
one diamond trick. Any play would win if the diamonds
were 2-2, but if they were 3-1, he had a choice of
leading to the jack (winning only when East had kingqueen-six – with king-queen-ten, East could have split
his honours) or taking the ace first and leading to the

jack next (winning when West had singleton king or
queen). The key play was to cash the ace of diamonds.
Then it was easy to go to dummy with the queen of
spades (after getting the king of hearts out of the way),
discard the queen of clubs on the ace of hearts and
play a diamond, claiming the slam when East followed
suit. That was truly well thought-out and well-timed.
In the semifinals, Formidables met Dhampur Sugar
Mills and Indian Railways played against Siddha Eden.
Formidables were leading 90-41 and Indian Railways
92-58 when the following deal arose, sealing both
Dhampur Sugar Mills’ and Siddha Eden’s fate.
Board 29. Dealer North. Both Vul.
[A854
]—
{ A964
}K Q 9 5 3
[ —
[ K J 10 9 6
] AQ9854
] K 10 7 6 2
{ 10 8 7 5 2
{ J3
} 10 8
}7
[Q732
]J3
{ KQ
}A J 6 4 2
FORMIDABLES v. DSM
Open Room (Formidables E/W v. DSM N/S)
West
North
East
South
Prabhakar Rajeev K
Tewari
Himani K
—
1}
2} 1
2] 2
5]
5NT 3
Pass
6}
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. Majors
2. Limit raise+ in clubs
3. Pick a slam (bringing diamonds into play)
Closed Room
West
Vinutha
—
Pass
Pass
Pass

(DSM E/W
North
Satya
1}
3{
5}

Formidables
East
Goel
1[
Pass
Pass

N/S)
South
Nadar
2[
3NT
Pass

INDIAN RAILWAYS v. SIDDHA EDEN
Open Room (Railways E/W Dissha Eden N/S)
West
North
East
South
Roy
Chotan
Banerjee
Kachchu
—
1{
2{ 1
2[ 2
4]
5}
Pass
Pass
5]
Double
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. Majors
2. Clubs, invitational+
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Closed Room (Siddha Eden N E/W Railways N/S)
West
North
East
South
Chandumuk Lalta
Das
Mukherjee
2] 2
—
1}
2} 1
4]
4[
Pass
5}
5]
Pass
Pass
6}
Double
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. Majors
2. Limit raise+ in clubs
In the Formidables v. DSM match Closed Room, Ashok
Goel led a spade, holding Satyanarayana to 11 tricks. In
the Open Room, Prabhakar might have doubled six
clubs – that would have made Tewari’s job on lead a
little easier. As it was, Tewari took almost an eternity
before leading a spade and was rewarded with
thunderous applause from the VuGraph Theatre. It was
12 IMPs to Formidables, but would have been 13 IMPs
to Dhampur Sugar Mills on any lead but a spade from
Tewari.
In the Railways v. Siddha Eden battle, against five hearts
doubled in the Open Room, the defence took its three
minor-suit winners and declarer drew trumps and set
up a long diamond for one shy, minus 200. In the
Closed Room, Chandumuk’s slow auction made it
seem that North/South had been pushed into six
clubs and convinced Badal Das that West’s double was
not Lightner. The ensuing heart lead allowed Lalta to
score plus 1540 for 16 IMPs to Railways. As in the
other semifinal, this was also a swing of 25 IMPs on
the lead - a spade lead against six clubs doubled would
have led to minus 200 and 9 IMPs to Siddha Eden.
So, two of the giants of Indian bridge, “Formidables”
and “Indian Railways”, battled in the final for the
prestigious Asok R. Ruia Gold Trophy. Formidables had
four prior wins and six runners-up, while Railways had
eight previous wins and three runners-up. Formidables
were especially anxious to reverse their 0-3 record
against Railways in the final.
In the final itself, it looked like Railways was going to
continue their dominance over Formidables since they
won the first two sets by scores of 49-26 and 36-2,
to lead by 56 at the halfway mark. However, a
stupendous 61-3 third quarter by Formidables put
them in the lead by 2 IMPs and Formidables won the
final set 40-30 to win the match by 12 IMPs.
The winners were Formidables: Keyzad Anklesaria, B.
Satyanarayana, Kiran Nadar, Sunit Chowksi, Rajesh
Tewari and B. Prabhakar. The runners-up (Indian
Railways) comprised Debabrata Majumder, Sumit
Mukherjee,Amarnath Banerjee, Rana Roy, Sandip Datta
and Subir Majumder.
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UNLUCKY?
John Carruthers
Kingsville, ON

I liked the following deal from the 2014 Polish Team
Championship qualification rounds. I thought at first
that Ruch AZS Polytechnica Wroclaw had been
unlucky against Team Grzelak, but then had second
thoughts. What do you think?
Board 13. Dealer North. Both Vul.
[AKJ82
] 10 7 3 2
{ J9
}6 3
[ Q 10 9 7 6 3
[4
] KQ8
] A95
{ 875
{ A K Q 10 4 3
}Q
}A82
[5
]J64
{ 62
} K J 10 9 7 5 4
West
North
East
South
Starkowski Grzelak
Golebiowski Romanski
—
Pass
1} 1
Pass
2
1[
Pass
3{ 3
Pass
4{
Pass
4]
Pass
5}
Pass
6{
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. Polish Club: (a.) Balanced 12-14; (b.) 15+
natural; (c.) Any 18+
2. Natural, 4+ spades and 7+ HCP
3. Natural, 18+; 2{ would have been artificial
Romanski led his stiff spade which Grzelak, in an
attempt to deceive declarer, won with his ace (three
from dummy). North led back the two of spades.
Golebiowski was, naturally, suspicious about this and
hedged his bets by ruffing with the ten of diamonds
(South could have had the eight-five of spades for the
lead). East got lucky when the ten of diamonds held
despite South failing to follow suit, discarding a club.
Declarer then played the ace of clubs and ruffed a
club, crossed to hand with a trump (North playing
the nine, not the jack) and ruffed his third club. Oops.
Unlucky, yes?
Well, maybe. Declarer had an alternative line worth
considering. Draw two rounds of trumps, then use
the club ruff and the king-queen of hearts to ruff out
the spades, taking the proven double ruffing finesse
against North. True, clubs being 7-2 is much less likely
than diamonds 2-2, but … declarer already knows six
of North’s cards (five spades and the jack of diamonds)

and needs him to hold at least two clubs anyway, leaving
only five unknown cards. Declarer could have cashed
one high diamond to see what happened. If North
had carelessly played the nine (as he did in practice,
but after the club ruff, when it was no longer material),
then a second round of diamonds would have been
mandatory and would have had nothing to lose. That
would have made North regret the ace-of-spades play
at trick one.
However, had North played the jack of diamonds
under the first high honour from East, declarer would
have had to decide if that had been from jack-nine
doubleton (in which case another round of trumps
and playing on spades would have worked) or if it were
a singleton jack (in which case his line was best). It
would have been hard to argue against the actual line
chosen by declarer if North had played the diamond
jack on a high diamond from hand.
It was plus 100 to Grzelak.

OVERTIME THRILLER
Brent Manley,Arlington,TN
The 2014 Fall Nationals were held in the old (by North
American standards), historic city of Providence,
Rhode Island, just an hour by car from Boston.
Going into the final 16 deals of the Senior Knockout
Teams quarterfinal, the Gupta squad (Billy Miller/Vinita
Gupta, Bart Bramley/Lew Stansby, Jeff Meckstroth/Eric
Rodwell), was down 19 against the Kasle team (Gaylor
Kasle/Larry Kozlove, Neil Chambers/John Schermer,
Marek Witek/Miroslaw Milaszewski). Gupta won the
fourth set 41- 22 to force an eight-board playoff. Gupta
prevailed, but a deal near the end could have swung
the match in Kasle’s favour.
The first swing of overtime went to Gupta.
Board 1. Dealer North. Neither Vul.
[ Q 10 8 6 3
]3
{ 54
}K Q 8 7 5
[ 9754
[ 2
] A Q J 10 8 4 2
] K965
{ —
{ AJ972
}J 4
} 10 6 2
[AKJ
]7
{ K Q 10 8 6 3
}A 9 3

The deal was no less entertaining at the second table.
West
North
East
South
Klapper
Gawrys
Omernik
Klukowski
—
Pass
1{
Pass
1[
Pass
2NT
Pass
3[
Pass
3NT
Pass
Pass
Double
Redouble Pass
Pass
Pass
Gawrys and Klukowski were hot off their win in the
Rosenblum and were feeling invincible. Omernik was
not impressed and informed Gawrys of the error of
his ways.
Klukowski led a spade, but Omernik had ten top tricks
on any defence, whatever Gawrys did. That was plus
1400 to Grzelak and a 17-IMP pickup.
The only way the board could have been more fun
would have been for Golebiowski to have made six
diamonds for a 1-IMP loss.

West
North
East
South
Kasle
Bramley
Kozlove
Stansby
—
Pass
Pass
1} 1
3]
3[
5]
5[
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. Precision: strong, artificial and forcing
Had Larry Kozlove led a low heart, Bart Bramley would
have made his contract. Upon West winning the heart
lead, there would have been no diamond ruff for Kasle.
Bramley could have won any switch, pulled trumps
and conceded a diamond. Kozlove, however, started
with the king of hearts, not expecting the defenders
to take more than one heart trick and wanting to have
a look at dummy. Kasle followed with the jack, suit
preference for diamonds. The ace of diamonds and a
diamond ruff followed for one down.
West
North
East
South
Rodwell
Schermer Meckstroth Chambers
—
Pass
Pass
1{
3]
3[
5]
6[
Double
Pass
Pass
Pass
Eric Rodwell’s preemptive overcall put it to John
Schermer, who opted for an aggressive position with
his 5/5 shape. Jeff Meckstroth’s five hearts added to
the pressure, and Neil Chambers also bid aggressively,
leaping to six spades. Rodwell’s double was Lightner,
requesting an unusual lead (not his suit, not a trump).
Meckstroth led the ace of diamonds and continued
with a low diamond, reverse suit preference. Rodwell
5

ruffed and exited with a low heart to Meckstroth’s
nine. Plus 300 was good for a 6-IMP swing to Gupta,
now ahead 151-145.
Kasle took the lead back on the second board.
Board 2. Dealer East. NS Vul.
[J4
]Q54
{ KJ83
}A Q 9 6
[ A Q 10 9 8 5
[K732
] K987
] J 10 3 2
{ Q74
{ 9
}—
} 10 8 4 2
[6
]A6
{ A 10 6 5 2
}K J 7 5 3
West
Kasle
—
1[
Pass
5[
Pass
Pass

North
Bramley
—
2[
5{
Pass
Pass
Pass

East
Kozlove
Pass
3[
Pass
Pass
6[
Pass

South
Stansby
1{
4[
Pass
6{
Double

East/West were headed for a plus score once Stansby
bid to the six level, but the vulnerability persuaded
Kozlove to bid one more for the road. The defenders
took a diamond and two hearts for plus 300.
West
Rodwell
—
1[
4[
Pass

North
Schermer
—
2[
5{

East
Meckstroth
Pass
3[
Pass

South
Chambers
1{
4}
Pass

A look at all four hands would have guided Rodwell to
the killing lead of a low spade to his partner’s king,
followed by a club for Rodwell to ruff. He would still
have had the king of hearts to come. Instead, Rodwell
made the normal lead of the ace of spades. He
continued the suit, ruffed by Chambers, who played a
diamond to the king and a diamond from dummy. He
went up with the ace when Meckstroth showed out,
but still made 11 tricks by playing a couple of rounds
of clubs then throwing Rodwell in with his trump trick.
Rodwell had to lead away from his king of hearts or
give declarer a ruff-sluff, letting declarer discard the
losing heart from hand while ruffing in the dummy.
That was 600 for North-South and 7 IMPs to Kasle,
now leading 152-151. Gupta went back into the lead
on the next board.
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Board 3. Dealer South. EW Vul.
[J6
]863
{ 10 8 2
}Q 9 6 5 3
[ A9
[Q75
] 95
] K4
{ AKQ97
{ 6543
} J 10 8 4
}AK72
[ K 10 8 4 3 2
] A Q J 10 7 2
{ J
}—
West
North
East
South
Kasle
Bramley
Kozlove
Stansby
—
—
—
1[
2{
Pass
3NT
4]
Pass
Pass
4NT
5]
Pass
Pass
Pass
Kasle started with the nine of hearts, not the best
opening thrust. Kozlove played low and Stansby won
with the queen of hearts. Stansby played the king of
spades to Kasle’s ace. Kasle continued with the jack of
clubs, covered by the queen and king and ruffed.
Koslove won with the queen when Stansby led a low
spade to the jack. Two rounds of diamonds followed,
Stansby ruffing the second diamond then ruffing a low
spade. A heart to the king and ace allowed Stansby to
claim for one down – minus 50.
West
North
East
South
Rodwell
Schermer Meckstroth Chambers
—
—
—
1[
2{
Pass
3NT
4]
Pass
Pass
4NT
5]
Double
Pass
Pass
Pass
Rodwell started with the king of diamonds, followed
by the queen. Chambers ruffed and played a spade to
the nine and dummy’s jack. Meckstroth won with the
queen of spades and followed with the king of clubs,
ruffed.A spade went to Rodwell’s ace and he continued
with the ten of clubs, ruffed by declarer, who was
starting to get low on trumps. When Chambers played
a low spade from hand, Rodwell ruffed with the nine
of hearts and played a third round of clubs to the
nine and king.
Down to just three trumps, Chambers played the
good ten of spades from hand, discarding a club.
Meckstroth ruffed and tapped declarer one more time.
The final result was three down for minus 500 and
10 IMPs to Gupta, now leading 161-152.
Gupta picked up an overtrick IMP on Board 4 to move
ahead by 10 IMPs, then added two more on this one:

Board 5. Dealer North. NS Vul.
[A8
]AKJ52
{ 10 7
}7 6 3 2
[ 7
[ KQJ
] Q87
] 643
{ 9652
{ 4
} A Q 10 8 4
}J95
[9432
] 10 9
{ AKQJ83
}K
West
North
East
Kasle
Bramley
Kozlove
—
1]
2[
Pass
3]
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

10 6 5

South
Stansby
3{
4]

Kozlove led the king of spades. Bramley won with the
ace, led a diamond to dummy and ran the ten of hearts.
When it held, and the suit proved to be 3-3, he had
12 tricks: five hearts, six diamonds and the spade ace.
Plus 680.
West
North
East
South
Rodwell
Schermer Meckstroth Chambers
—
1]
2[
3{
Pass
3]
Pass
3[
Pass
3NT
Pass
Pass
Pass
Schermer won the opening lead of the king of spades
and could have taken 12 tricks in notrump the same
way Bramley did for a push, but he didn’t dare take
the heart finesse. Had it lost, he might have ended up
with only two tricks as the opponents would have
been in a position to cash five winners in each of the
black suits.
That 2-IMP gain pushed the margin to 12 IMPs in
favour of Gupta. A pair of IMPs went Kasle’s way on
Board 6 when Kasle and Kozlove made plus 150 in
three diamonds while Meckstroth scrambled to take
eight tricks in two clubs on a 6-0 fit. This was the
penultimate board:
Board 7. Dealer South. Both Vul.
[ AK97
] A 10 5 4 3
{ 986
}A
[ 10 5 4 3
[ QJ6
] 6
] KQ2
{ AKQ74
{ 32
}876
} J 10 9 5 2
[ 82
] J987
{ J 10 5
}KQ43

West
Rodwell
—
Pass
Double
Pass

North
Schermer
—
1]
Redouble
Pass

East
Meckstroth
—
Pass
3}
Pass

South
Chambers
Pass
2]
Double

Meckstroth and Rodwell are an aggressive pair, so they
are familiar with “live by the sword, die by the sword”.
The defence was deadly accurate. Chambers led the
eight of spades and Schermer won with the king,
cashed the ace and gave his partner a spade ruff. A
heart to the ace was followed by a fourth round of
spades, Meckstroth and Chambers both discarding
diamonds. The defense already had four tricks in with
three trump tricks to come. Three down meant plus
800 and a potential big swing to Kasle. However, it
didn’t work out that way.
West
North
East
South
Kasle
Bramley
Kozlove
Stansby
—
—
—
Pass
Pass
1]
Pass
2]
Pass
4]
Pass
Pass
Pass
A diamond lead would have resulted in plus 200 for
East/West and a 14-IMP swing to Kasle – but, on the
uninformative auction, Kozlove had no reason to reject
the normal lead of the jack of clubs.
Bramley won the opening lead with the ace of clubs,
cashed the ace of hearts and the ace-king of spades,
then ruffed a spade in the dummy. He discarded
diamonds on the king and queen of clubs, then ruffed
dummy’s last club to hand and played his last spade,
ruffing it in the dummy when East discarded. He lost
two hearts and a diamond for plus 620, a 5-IMP loss,
but when the final board was a push, Gupta was
through to the semifinal round with a 154-149 victory.
Winners of the major events were:
Reisinger Board-a-Match Teams: Allan Graves/
Richard Schwartz, Espen Lindqvist/Boye Brogeland,
Ron Schwartz/Lotan Fisher
North American Swiss Teams: Adam Zmudzinski/
Cezary Balicki, Carolyn Lynch/Mike Passell/Garey
Hayden
Senior Knockout Teams: Billy Miller/Vinita Gupta,
Bart Bramley/Lew Stansby, Jeff Meckstroth/Eric
Rodwell
Open Board-a-Match Teams: Andrew Gromov/
Aleksander Dubinin, Krzysztof Buras/Grzegorz
Narkiewicz, Jacek Kalita/Michal Nowosadzki
Women’s Board-a-Match Teams: Lynn Deas/Beth
Palmer, Tobi Sokolow/Janice Seamon-Molson
Blue Ribbon Pairs: John Hurd/Justin Lall
Life Master Pairs: Jim Krekorian/Venkatrao Koneru
Life Master Women’s Pairs: Bronia Jenkins/Bernace
De Young
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Mark Horton, Sutton Benger,Wilts., UK
Brian Senior, Nottingham, UK
The fourth SportAccord World Mind Games featured
four teams each in the Open and Women’s series. In
the Open, those four teams were China, the hosts,
USA, and two European teams – the new European
champions, Israel, and the European Championship
and Bermuda Bowl runners-up, Monaco. The Women’s
teams were the European Champions, the
Netherlands, runners-up England, and the USA and
China. Everyone would play teams, then pairs, then an
individual.
The Final Deal
With one board to play in the Open Teams qualifying
round robin, Monaco were playing China and held
second place over Israel by the narrowest of margins
– just 0.01 VP. This was the decisive final deal in that
match.
Board 32. Dealer West. EW Vul.
[ J 10 3 2
] J 10 8 7 4
{ —
}K J 9 5
[—
[KQ954
] A
] 96532
{ A 10 9 5 3 2
{ Q
}AQ8742
} 10 6
[A876
] KQ
{ KJ8764
}3
West
North
East
South
H.Shi
Helness
Zhuang
Helgemo
Redouble2
1{
1]
Double1
5}
Double
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. Four or five spades
2. Good values
West
North
East
South
Nunes
Dong
Fantoni
Wu
Pass
4[
1{
2{ 1
5}
Pass
5{
Double
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. Majors (5+/4+ either way)
Claudio Nunes was put under pressure and had little
option but to bid five clubs over Yuwei Wu’s jump to
8

four spades. Here, Lidang Dong’s ability to make the
two-suited major overcall on only five-four in the suits
meant that Wu could make the pressure bid. Fulvio
Fantoni thought that there was a significant possibility
that Nunes would have longer diamonds than clubs,
so gave preference to his partner’s first suit and Yuwei
Wu must have thought that Christmas had come a
couple of weeks early this year. Try as he might, Nunes
could only manage eight tricks in the face of the sixnil trump break; minus 800.
In the other room, Tor Helness could only make a
simple overcall so Geir Helgemo had no possibility of
making a jump bid. However, imagining that his
opponents were about to find a big fit in a major, Haojun
Shi leapt to five clubs anyway. Zejun Zhuang could
not have been thrilled by this development, particularly
when Helness doubled, but he left in five clubs doubled
on the basis that he had better club support than
diamonds. Helness led the jack of hearts and, after
leading a low diamond to the jack, declarer managed
to scramble nine tricks for down two and minus 500.
Those 7 IMPs were more than sufficient to move
Israel up to second place, joining the USA in the final,
and pushing Monaco out. They didn’t help China, who
still finished in fourth and last place in the qualifying
stage, but would have at least made them feel a little
better as they had finished the qualifying on a high.
Women’s Teams Final 1 – ENG v. NED
England went into the 48-board final of the Women’s
championship with a 16-IMP carry-over advantage.
After four boards of the final, the score had moved
on only to 17-1 to England but, after the following
board, the Dutch had closed the gap to just 2 IMPs.
Board 5. Dealer North. NS Vul.
[ J 10 3
] 10 3 2
{ 10 8 5 4
}K 9 8
[ AK84
[Q9652
] AK8
] 54
{ KQJ
{ A6
}A52
} Q 10 6 4
[7
]QJ976
{ 9732
}J 7 3

West
North
East
South
Simons
Senior
Pasman
Dhondy
Pass
—
Pass
2[ 1
6[
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. Spades (5+) and a minor (4+), weak
West
North
East
South
Draper
Wortel
Brown
Michielsen
—
Pass
Pass
Pass
2}
Pass
2{
Pass
2] 1
Pass
2[ 2
Pass
3
Pass
3] 4
Pass
2NT
4[ 5
Pass
4NT
Pass
5}
Pass
6[
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. Either hearts or balanced
2. Virtually forced
3. Balanced 22-24
4. Transfer
5. Super-acceptance of spades, 4+-card support
For the Netherlands, Jet Pasman could not have had
enough to make a grand slam a good bet. At the other
table,Fiona Brown, also East, became declarer as well.
Both Souths led the queen of hearts. Both declarers
won, drew three rounds of trumps and eliminated
the red suits, then had to play the clubs, neither
defender having discarded from the suit. Pasman led
ace and another and, when Nevena Senior played low,
put up her queen; plus 980. Brown did not cash the
ace, instead leading low off the dummy and, when Meike
Wortel played low, she put in the ten. That lost to the
jack and there was a second club to be lost for down
one and minus 50; 14 IMPs to the Netherlands.
Brown would have succeeded had North held the
club jack or neither honour; Pasman needed North
to hold the king or for South to hold king-doubleton,
when she would have to give a ruff and discard.
Essentially, if you believe the clubs to be three-three
then Brown’s play is the better, if you believe them to
be four-two with North having the length (unlikely)
then Pasman’s is more likely to pay off. Four-two with
South (more likely) holding the length increases the
likelihood of South holding both honours.
Board 15. Dealer South. NS Vul.
[ K 10 6 5
]7
{ Q J 10 7 5 4 3
}9
[ Q94
[ J72
] 63
] J 10 8 2
{ 9862
{ —
}6432
} Q J 10 8 7 5
[A83
]AKQ954
{ AK
}A K

West
Simons
—
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
West
Draper
—
Pass
5}
Pass

North
Senior
—
3{
3[
5{
Pass
North
Wortel
—
2{
5{
Pass

East
Pasman
—
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
East
Brown
—
4}
Pass
Pass

South
Dhondy
2}
3]
4NT
7NT
South
Michielsen
2}
Pass
7{

Senior made a natural positive and Dhondy introduced
her own suit, heard about partner’s second suit, and
used Roman Key Card Blackwood for spades, the last
bid suit. That revealed the king of spades so, knowing
that there was an entry to dummy, Dhondy bid seven
notrump. There was nothing to the play; plus 2220.
Wortel’s two-diamond response at the other table
was waiting and game-forcing. Brown traded on the
favourable vulnerability to make a pre-emptive jump
overcall of four clubs, and after a pass from Michielsen,
who was too strong to begin to describe her hand,
Draper raised the level a little higher. when Wortel
could now bid five diamonds, missing all the top cards
in every suit, she had to have long diamonds, and
Michielsen raised to seven, choosing diamonds rather
than no trump in case there was no high-card entry
to the North hand. Again there was nothing to the
play; plus 2140 and 2 IMPs to England.
Well-Judged Play
The USA Open Team was involved in a three-way fight
for the two places in the final as they squared off
against one of the other contenders, Israel, in the last
round of qualifying. This deal went a long way towards
ensuring that the Americans would make it through
to the final.
Board 22. Dealer East. EW Vul.
[ Q J 10 7 4
] K 10 8 6 2
{ —
}KQ2
[ 8
[A532
] Q
] A94
{ 97652
{ AK43
} A J 10 8 7 3
}5 4
[K96
]J753
{ Q J 10 8
}9 6
Continued on page 12.
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Tim Bourke, Canberra
Members may use these deals as they wish, without attributing the author or IBPA.

741. Dealer North. EW Vul.
[8653
]AK72
{ A K J 10
}5
[ J 10
[972
] Q 10 4 3
] J86
{ 863
{ Q95
}QJ84
} K 10 6 3
[AKQ4
]95
{ 742
}A 9 7 2
West
North
East
South
—
1{
Pass
1[
Pass
4} 1
Pass
5}
Pass
5{
Pass
6[
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. Splinter, agreeing spades
West led the jack of trumps and declarer was slightly
disappointed by the rather threadbare dummy: four
clubs was a bit of an overbid. However, that was in the
past and his job was to make twelve tricks, not to
complain about the auction.
Declarer saw that he needed trumps to be 3-2 and to
have some luck in the red suits to make his contract.
However, there were real transportation difficulties
between the two hands. If the diamond finesse was
successful, only one club ruff was needed, but if it were
offside, two club ruffs would be necessar y.
Furthermore, if declarer took a diamond finesse at
trick two and it lost he would no longer have the
entries to take two club ruffs.
Declarer then considered the question, “What if I gave
up on the diamond finesse?” The only issue was that
while he could ruff two clubs, his only entry back to
hand after the second ruff would be with a heart ruff.
After some thought, declarer decided the second
approach was more appealing. He took the first trick
with queen of trumps, then cashed ace of clubs and
ruffed a club. The next card he called for surprised
everyone at the table, particularly East: it was dummy’s
ten of diamonds. East took this with the queen and
10

exited with a trump. After winning this in hand with
the king declarer ruffed another club. There was only
one way back to hand, in hearts, so declarer cashed
the ace-king of hearts and ruffed a heart.As that passed
off successfully, declarer drew the last trump with the
ace while throwing dummy’s remaining heart. This left
dummy with just the three high diamonds to cash.
742. Dealer West. EW Vul.
[K2
] K 10 9
{ KJ62
}K 8 6 5
[ AJ964
[87
] A7
] 85432
{ A 10 9 7
{ 5
}J 3
} 10 9 7 4 2
[ Q 10 5 3
]QJ6
{ Q843
}AQ
West
North
East
South
1[
Double
Pass
3NT
Pass
Pass
Pass
West led a fourth-highest the six of spades against
three notrump. As only 14 high-card points were in
the defensive hands, declarer saw that it was all but
certain that West held all three of the missing aces.
Declarer was about to play low from dummy when
he saw that if he did so, West would grab the first
round of diamonds to play the ace-jack of spades and
he would have only eight tricks before he had to lead
a heart. Then West would take the ace of hearts
immediately and cash two spade winners for a onetrick set.
So, declarer called for dummy’s king of spades. He then
crossed to hand to lead a low diamond towards
dummy. As the cards lay, if West rose with the ace and
played on spades declarer would be safe as he would
still have a spade stopper when the time came to
develop a trick in hearts.
In practice, West played a low diamond on the first
round and dummy’s jack won the trick. Dummy’s king
of hearts came next. West took this with his ace and
returned a heart to declarer’s queen. Next, declarer

cashed the ace of clubs and then led a second low
diamond to dummy’s king. The 4=1 diamond break
was a disappointment but not a real problem. Declarer
just cashed the king of clubs and the jack of hearts for
his seventh and eighth tricks. All that remained was to
lead a low diamond from hand. West took the ten and
ace of diamonds but then had to give declarer his ninth
trick by leading away from his ace of spades.
743. Dealer South. Both Vul.
[86
]63
{ J 10 9 5
}J 8 6 5 2
[ J942
[ —
] 92
] J 10 8 7 4
{ Q43
{ AK76
}A K 7 3
} Q 10 9 4
[ A K Q 10 7 5 3
]AKQ5
{ 82
}—
West
North
East
South
—
—
—
2}
Pass
2{
Pass
2[
Pass
3} 1
Pass
3]
Pass
3[
Pass
4[
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. Double negative

to East’s hand to obtain a second heart ruff. All you
would lose would be a trump and two diamonds.”
“As the cards lay you could have recovered at trick
three by playing a diamond,” North continued.
“However that risks going down when hearts are 4-3
and diamonds are 2=5 and East can play a diamond
winner on the third round of the suit.That layout would
see the defenders make either two trumps or a trump
and a heart.”
744. Dealer West. Both Vul.
[83
]AQ76
{ 97542
}Q 7
[ K7
[4
] 953
] K J 10 8 4
{ K Q J 10
{ 863
}A943
} K 10 8 5
[ A Q J 10 9 6 5 2
]2
{ A
}J 6 2
West
North
East
South
1{
Pass
1]
4[
Pass
Pass
Pass

West led the ace of clubs. Declarer ruffed, then played
the ace of trumps. East’s discard was a nasty shock
and now declarer had to try and ruff a heart in dummy.
He cashed the ace and king of hearts and then led the
five. West ruffed this with the nine of trumps then
crossed to East’s hand with a diamond to the king.
After ruffing the heart continuation with the jack of
trumps, West exited with a diamond to East’s ace to
set four spades by one trick.

West led the king of diamonds to declarer’s bare ace.
Declarer saw that he needed to do one of four things:
(i) make a second heart trick, or (ii) make a club trick,
or (iii) ruff a club in the dummy, or (iv) play the trumps
for no losers. The questions were, (a) which of these
alternatives to attempt and (b) how to achieve one of
them as safely as possible. As it appeared from the
bidding that both the heart and trump finesses might
well fail, declarer turned his attention to clubs. Playing
a low club from hand would succeed if West had
started with ace and king of clubs, but that also seemed
an unlikely proposition.

As ever, North was not sympathetic to declarer’s cries
of bad luck. “You should have discarded a diamond at
trick one. Your aim should have been to surrender
the two diamond losers early. If the defenders played
a club at trick two, you should pitch a second diamond.
If an unlikely heart shift came at trick two, you should
win, cash the ace of trumps and, seeing the suit was
4=0, play a second diamond. If instead, the defenders
continue with two rounds of diamonds, they would
be doing your work for you in getting rid of those
pesky diamonds. After gaining the lead at trick three,
you would cash the ace of trumps and when East
showed out, play the ace, king and five of hearts. Then
it would not matter whether West ruffed in with the
nine of trumps or discarded: if he trumped the five of
hearts with the nine he would no longer have an entry

It was then that declarer saw that this was a simple
avoidance play problem. He had to keep East off lead
when the club ace and king were split to prevent the
defence from playing two rounds of trumps. So he
crossed to dummy with the ace of hearts and led the
seven of clubs from the table. If East had played the
ace or king of clubs this would have allowed declarer
to develop a club trick. In practice, East played a low
club and declarer contributed the jack, which West
took with the ace. As West could not lead a trump
without sacrificing his trick in the suit, he opted to try
and cash a diamond. Declarer ruffed, then played the
two of clubs to dummy’s queen and East’s king. East
exited with the expected trump but it was too late.
Declarer rose with the ace of trumps and ruffed the
six of clubs in dummy. Declarer now claimed,
conceding a trick to the king of trumps.
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West
North
Fisher
Cheek
—
—
2[ 1
Double
Pass
3]
Double
Pass
1. Transfer to clubs
2. Denies a club fit

East
Schwartz
1NT
3} 2
Pass
Pass

South
Bertens
Pass
Pass
4]
Pass

At one table John Kranyak, for USA, had declared four
clubs from the East hand down one for minus 100.
Here, Lotan Fisher, with an ace opposite a notrump
opening and knowing partner had no fit for clubs,
promptly doubled four hearts.
The ace and another spade would have defeated the
heart game, but why should Schwartz have found that?
He led the king of diamonds and Fisher followed with
the nine, Cheek ruffing. The diamond nine was
consistent with an odd number in the Israeli pair’s
methods, but that number rated to be five rather than
three, and perhaps it was also intended to have suit
preference connotations? Had Cheek tried to cross
to dummy in spades to lead a heart up, Schwartz would
surely have gone in with the ace and dealt his partner
a ruff to defeat the contract. Foreseeing this and hoping
for some good fortune, Cheek laid down the king of
hearts and was charmed when he saw the queen fall
on his right. Schwartz won the heart and played a club,
so Fisher won with the ace and switched to diamonds.
Cheek ruffed and played on spades and Schwartz was
powerless to prevent his coming to ten tricks for plus
590 and 10 IMPs to USA. Nicely played.
Women’s Pairs Session Two
Board 8. Dealer West. Neither Vul.
[QJ8752
]J82
{ 10 3
}8 2
[A9
[K63
] K963
] A4
{ 8742
{ AKQ95
}AK4
} Q 10 9
[ 10 4
] Q 10 7 5
{ J6
}J 7 6 5 3
West
North
East
South
Dhondy
Senior
1}
Pass
1{
Pass
2{
Pass
4NT
Pass
5]
Pass
5NT
Pass
6]
Pass
6[
Pass
7{
Pass
Pass
Pass
Heather Dhondy and Nevena Senior were one of only
two pairs in the Women’s series to get to the top
12

spot of seven diamonds, the other four East/Wests
bidding to six notrump. One club could have been
two cards and the two-diamond raise promised fourcard support and not 3=3=4=3, with which the rebid
would have been one notrump. Senior took the simple
approach of asking for key cards, which worked out
perfectly on this deal. On discovering that her partner
held both the missing aces, she invited the grand slam
and Dhondy, who did not have a source of tricks to
justify bidding it herself, showed her two kings
quantitatively. That left room for Senior to make
another grand slam try, six spades, asking for thirdround spade control – which would have to be a
doubleton as Dhondy had already shown up with 14
HCP in aces and kings, so could not also hold the spade
queen. And Dhondy duly obliged; plus 1440 and 90%
of the matchpoints.
Women’s Pairs Session Three
At the midpoint of the Women’s Pairs, Nevena Senior
and Heather Dhondy of England held a narrow lead
over Marion Michielsen and Meike Wortel of the
Netherlands, with USA’s Kerri Sanborn and Irina
Levitina in third.
Board 2. Dealer East. NS Vul.
[KQ765
]Q9
{ 10 9 4 3
}A 3
[ J984
[ 10
] AJ54
] K 10 7
{ 752
{ KJ6
}8 6
} K Q J 10 9 2
[A32
]8632
{ AQ8
}7 5 4
West
North
East
South
Dhondy
Brown
Senior
Draper
—
—
1} 1
Pass
2
1]
1[
Double
2}
Pass
2[
3}
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. Could be two
2. Three-card support for hearts
Nevena Senior’s one-club opening could have been
short but, after the one-spade overcall, her first priority
was to use a Support Double to show three hearts,
rather than say that she had genuine clubs.
Catherine Draper led the ace and another spade, Fiona
Brown falsecarding with the king, and declarer ruffed.
Senior played the nine of clubs round to Brown’s ace
and back came a diamond to the jack and queen. Draper
exited with a trump, so Senior won, drew the remaining
trump, then cashed one more club. She then led a

heart to the ace and a second heart to the queen and
king. This led to a rather elegant ending:
[Q
]—
{ 10 9 3
}—
[ J
] J5
{ 7
}—

[ —
] 10
{ K6
}J
[—
]86
{ A8
}—

Senior cashed the jack of trumps and, to keep a heart
guard, Draper had to bare the ace of diamonds. But
then Senior cashed the ten of hearts and exited with
a diamond to use Draper’s ace as a stepping stone to
the fourth heart winner in the dummy (a low diamond
before the ten of hearts works as well, but is not as
elegant); nine tricks for plus 110 and 90% to E/W.
THE GOLD MEDALISTS
Open Teams (ISR)
Alon Birman, Lotan Fisher, Ilan Herbst
Ophir Herbst, Dror Padon, Ron Schwartz
Women’s Teams (ENG)
Sally Brock, Fiona Brown, Heather Dhondy,
Catherine Draper, Nevena Senior, Nicola Smith
Open Pairs
Ilan Herbst/Ophir Herbst (ISR) &
Geir Helgemo/Tor Helness (MON)
Women’s Pairs:
Marion Michielsen/Meike Wortel (NED)
Open Individual
Geir Helgemo (MON)
Women’s Individual
Nicola Smith (ENG)

OZ BRIDGE
Ron Klinger,
Northbridge, NSW
www.ronklingerbridge.com

A Slight Difference of Opinion
Perhaps no first board of a new partnership has seen
as dramatic a difference of interpretation as this deal
from a New South Wales Bridge Association event last
year. (See top of next column.)
South’s one spade was the last moment North/South
were of one mind.

Dealer East. Both Vul.
[ K 10 2
] A 10 9 6 2
{ 10 8 3
}9 7
[ A53
[ QJ6
] KJ87
] Q54
{ QJ6
{ 754
}8 6 2
} A Q 10 5
[9874
]3
{ AK92
}K J 4 3
West
North
East
South
—
—
Pass
1{
Pass
1]
Pass
1[
Pass
2{
Pass
3}
Pass
3]
Pass
3NT
Pass
4[
Pass
4NT
Pass
Pass
Pass
According to South:
2{ = artificial game-force
3} = natural
3] = sets hearts, starts cues
3NT = minimum hand, no spade control
4[ = RKCB for hearts
4NT = 1 key card
According to North:
2{ = simple preference
3} = fourth-suit, very strong hand
3] = natural
3NT = to play, but weak club stopper because of
South’s 3} first
4[ = offer to play in the 4-3 fit
4NT = enough already. I give up
After the auction ended, South’s version of the auction
was explained, with North clearly having a different
opinion. West led the eight of clubs and when dummy
came into view, South commented, “This could be
testing.”
East took the ace of clubs and switched to the queen
of hearts: three – eight – ace. South played the ten of
diamonds: four – two – queen. To make sure the
contract failed, West cashed the king of hearts and
jack of hearts and the ace of spades, then exited with
a spade. Declarer won with the king of spades and
cashed the heart ten and nine. He discarded two
spades, the nine of diamonds and the four of clubs on
the hearts. South then finessed the jack of clubs and
made one spade, three hearts, two diamonds and two
clubs. That was two down and minus 200.
At the other table, with East/West again silent, the
bidding went:
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West
—
Pass
Pass
Pass

North
—
1]
1NT

East
Pass
Pass
Pass

South
1}
1[
Pass

East led the seven of diamonds: two – queen – three.
West returned the seven of hearts: ten – queen –
three. East reverted to the five of diamonds, won by
the ace. Declarer then ran the nine of spades to East’s
jack. Back came the four of diamonds, taken by the
king. Declarer played a spade to the ten and queen
and East switched to the queen of clubs, won by the
king. Declarer cashed the thirteenth diamond and
exited with a spade. West won with the ace and
returned a club to East’s ace. After a heart to the king
and ace, declarer had to lead from the nine-six of hearts
into West’s jack-eight. The defence thus scored three
spades, three hearts, a diamond and a club. Declarer
was two down, minus 200! Just another boring, flat
board!

Safety First
The next deal deals arose in a qualifying round of the
Grand National Open Teams at the New South Wales
Bridge Association.
Session 3. Board 2. Dealer East. NS Vul.
[ Q J 10 4
] KQ
{ QJ83
}8 6 3
[K8632
[A975
] 92
] J7
{ K 10
{ A7652
}AK52
} Q 10
[—
] A 10 8 6 5 4 3
{ 94
}J 9 7 4
West
Peake
—
3[
Pass
Pass

North
Griffiths
—
Pass
Double

East
Adams
Pass
4[
Pass

South
Milne
3]
Pass
Pass

North led the king of hearts, followed by the queen.
South overtook that with the ace and switched to
the four of clubs, taken by the ace. Declarer played
the two of spades to the ten, ace and heart four. Then
came the two of diamonds to the king, the diamond
ten to the jack and ace and a diamond ruff. A club to
the queen was followed by another diamond ruff.These
cards remained:
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[QJ4
]—
{ —
}6
[ K8
] —
{ —
}K 5

[975
] —
{ 7
}—
[—
] 10 8
{ —
}J 9

West cashed the king of clubs, pitching the diamond
from dummy, and led his last club. North could make
only one trump trick. East/West plus 590.
At the other table it went:
West
North
—
—
2[
3]
4[
Pass

East
1{
3[
Pass

South
2]
Pass
Pass

North led the heart king and queen, and switched to
the six of clubs: ten, jack, ace. Paul Gosney,West, played
the two of spades. North also split his honours, playing
the queen, taken by ace. Gosney then followed the
Andrew Peake line, card for card, to make ten tricks,
plus 420, but minus 5 IMPs. Note the necessity of
leading a low spade towards dummy, not the king of
spades first. If North follows with the four of spades
when West leads the low spade, declarer should insert
dummy’s nine.This is a safety play against North holding
all four trumps, even when North has not doubled
four spades.

Winning Ways
Round 5. Board 24. Dealer East. Neither Vul.
[6
]AKJ92
{ J 10 9 5 3
}9 5
[ Q92
[84
] Q 10 7 5 3
] 4
{ 82
{ AKQ764
}8 6 3
} Q 10 7 2
[ A K J 10 7 5 3
]86
{ —
}A K J 4
West
North
East
South
Brown
Kanetkar
—
—
1{
Double
Pass
2]
Pass
3[
Pass
4]
Pass
6[
Pass
Pass
Pass
West led the eight of diamonds to the nine and queen,
ruffed by declarer. Declarer played the ace and king of
clubs, East showing an even number, then the four of

clubs, ruffed, followed by the ten of diamonds, covered
by the king and ruffed, as West followed suit with the
two. South took the ace and king of spades, crossed
to the ace of hearts and ruffed a diamond back to
hand, on which West discarded a heart. South
continued with a heart to the jack and discarded the
jack of clubs on the king of hearts for twelve tricks
and plus 980. How could declarer tell to follow this
line?
The opening lead was a singleton or top from a
doubleton. When West followed to the second
diamond later, East was marked with six diamonds.
East’s count cards in clubs showed four clubs and
East also showed up with two trumps. Therefore he
could not have more than one heart and finessing the
jack of hearts was almost a certainty.
At the other table:
West
North
—
—
Pass
4]
Pass
Pass

East
1{
Pass
Pass

South
Double
6[

Again the eight of diamonds was led to the nine, queen
and a ruff by declarer. Declarer played the six of hearts
to the ace at trick two and then finessed the jack of
spades.West won and played a heart. Declarer finessed
the jack, but East ruffed it with the eight of spades.
South later lost two club tricks for three off, minus
150 and minus 15 IMPs.

Creating Losing Options
When a contract might be cold on normal play, a good
defender will try to create a losing option for the
declarer.
The following successful application of this principle
occurred in the North Shore Super Congress.
Swiss Pairs. Dealer East. Both Vul.
[ K 10 9
]—
{ KQJ2
} A K J 10 8 5
[ Q87
[ A62
] 64
] K932
{ A 10 9 8 7 4 3
{ 6
}6
}Q9732
[J543
] A Q J 10 8 7 5
{ 5
}4
West
North
East
South
Pauline
David
Warren
Sartaj
Gumby
Beauchamp Lazer
Hans
—
—
Pass
4]
Pass
Pass
Pass
West led the six of clubs. Declarer took the ace and
played the king of clubs, discarding his diamond loser.
West ruffed. What next?

If West switches to a low spade or a trump, declarer
is forced to take the spade finesse by playing West for
the queen of spades. When this finesse works, South
loses a spade, a heart and a club and makes four hearts.
However, West played the ace of diamonds at trick
three, deliberately setting up the diamonds. South
ruffed and played the ace and queen of hearts, West
showing out on the second of these. East won with
the king of hearts and returned a heart. South drew
the missing trumps, discarding four clubs from dummy
on the hearts.
Declarer now needed to reach dummy and had a
choice of plays. He could still play a spade to the nine
or ten but, if West held the ace, he could also play a
spade to the king, intending to pitch the spade losers
on the diamond winners. South chose a spade to the
king and the defence took the ace and queen of spades
for one down. West’s play of the ace of diamonds had
given South a losing option.
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NEWS &
VIEWS
ACBL Elections
Suzi Subeck of Chicago has been elected ACBL Board
of Directors President for 2015. Georgia Heth and
Howard Weinstein have been elected to ACBL
representation on the WBF.

Alert!
At a tournament in Arizona, June Newth of Yuma was
talking with a man on the patio at the hotel. Newth
asked, “Are you playing in the bridge tournament?”
The man said, “Oh, is that what they’re playing?” He
went on to say that he had walked by the day before
and looked in, then told his wife the group was playing
some game called “Alert.”

ACBL Screen Surcharge Approved

problem making your renewal, membership Secretary
Jeremy Dhondy can help.

2nd EUSA Online
University Bridge Trophy
The 2nd EUSA and EBL Online University Bridge Trophy
will start on February 1, 2015 on Bridge Base Online.
You can enter from now till the 15th of January 2015
by sending an email to kubakasprzak@o2.pl with a
copy to geert.magerman@telenet.be.
It is a Knock out competition on BBO between
universities where the schedule is determined by draw.
Each university can enter an unlimited number of team
of 4-6 players; student nationality is unimportant; age
18-28.
Both captains have time to schedule and play a match
of 16-32 boards. The result must be sent directly after
the match, to kubakasprzak@o2.pl by each captain
with *.LIN file in attachment.
Results will be published on unibridge.eu and on the
Facebook account "Uni Bridge".

Beginning with the Spring 2015 NABC in New Orleans,
a surcharge will be added to entries for all NABC+
events that use screens. The ACBL Board of Directors
unanimously approved the motion which says, “Entry
fees for NABC+ events that use screens shall incur a
surcharge of $40 per team or $20 per pair for each
session that screens are in use.” This regulation does
not apply to nationally-rated, masterpoint-restricted
events or for NABC+ events if screens are not yet in
use.

More information is available on Unibridge.eu on
Facebook Uni Bridge and on Facebook 2nd European
Online University Team Trophy on BBO.

Press Conference – Mind Games 1V

Correspondence

In his welcoming speech at the World Mind Games in
Beijing, Vlad Marinescu, the Director General of
SportAccord noted that the 150 competitors from
92 Federations and 37 countries will contest 14
disciplines over the next seven days. He also stated
that 61 million homes will have access via television
to live and recorded reports on the Games, while
extensive news coverage will be supplied by Euronews,
SNTV and China News Asia.

Oops!
Last month we erroneously stated that the IBPA
presented a bowl to Anna Gudge for services to IBPA.
The bowl was presented to Anna Jannersten.Apologies
to both Annas for the error.

Renewing Your IBPA Membership
If you’ve not already done so, please renew your IBPA
membership now. Details on the method of renewal
can be found on our website www.ibpa.com or in the
December 2014 Bulletin. Should you experience any
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Barbados
The Barbados Bridge League will be celebrating its 50th
anniversary in conjunction with the hosting of 28th
CACBF Zonal Tournament from the 15th to the 23rd
of May 2015.

The Editor reserves the right to abridge and/or
edit correspondence.
Email: ibpaeditor@sympatico.ca
Dear John,
I read my new IBPA Bulletin and saw that Anna Gudge
had been given an award for her services, and wrote
to congratulate her. She reports that it was not her
that received an award; but since we have reported
that we did, we should give her one too (and then
clarify who actually got the original award). That’s my
vote.
Allan Falk, Okemos, MI
You are correct.. Apologies all around. - Ed.

PASSINGS
Y. Kamalakar Rao
We are deeply saddened by the loss of Shri Y. Kamalakar Rao, former
President, BFI who passed away on Saturday, 6th December, 2014. Last rites
were performed at 10 a.m. on Sunday, 7th December at Nizampet village,
Hyderabad. Most sincere condolences to his family and friends from the
bridge fraternity. May God give him eternal rest and may He put his soul
where the righteous rest.
From the Bridge Federation of India

Steen Møller
The greatest Danish bridge player of all time, Steen Møller, died in early
December. First representing Denmark in 1964, he was still doing so well
into the new millennium. In 1972, Møller formed a partnership with Stig
Werdelin and they were second to none in Denmark for the next decade,
winning the Sunday Times Invitational and coming second in the European
Teams Championship. In later years, he nurtured Denmark’s young talent. At
his death, he was still the number one-ranked Danish player.
From Mathias Bruun

J.-C. Beineix
Jean-Claude Beineix of France passed away on the 25th of December after a
short illness. He started his career as a mathematics teacher in 1963 but in
the middle of 70’s he also decided to dedicate a big part of his life to bridge.
In France, following his election as a Member of the “Comité Directeur” of
the French Bridge Federation in 1974 he covered all the main positions:
Chairman of Competitions and Tournaments (1978-1983), Vice-President
(1983-1989), President of the FFB (1989-1995) and Délégué Général from
1995 to 2003.
Jean-Claude served the European Bridge League from 1993, first as an elected
member of the EBL Executive Committee, then in 1995 as EBL 1st VicePresident and as Delegate of Zone 1 to the WBF Executive Council till
2007. In 1998, he was elected to the WBF Committee of Honour due to his significant contribution
to the enhancement and growth of bridge throughout the world.
Jean-Claude was married to Odile and had two sons, Thierry and David, from a previous marriage.
Our heartfelt condolences to go to Jean-Claude’s family and friends.
From the European Bridge League

Jeff Johnston
ACBL’s Senior Director of Bridge Operations, Jeff Johnston, died Monday, Dec.
29. He was at home with his wife, Janice, when he passed away unexpectedly.
He would have been 60 on Jan. 27. Johnston was Mr. NABC - overseeing
every detail of the thrice-yearly national tournaments. He oversaw Club and
Membership Services, Meeting Services, Bridge Administration and the
tournament directing staff.
From the ACBL
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Accounts for 2013 (excerpt)
INTERNATIONAL BRIDGE PRESS ASSOCIATION
BALANCE SHEET
As at 31 December 2013
Assets

Note

2013
$

2012
$

Current assets
Trade debtors
Cash and cash equivalents
Total assets

(2.)
600
74,413
75,013

0
72,568
72,568

2000
92
2092

797

Net assets

72,921

71,771

Reserves
Retained profit brought forward
Profit and loss account

71,771
1150

74,648
-2,877

Total reserves

72,921

71,771

(3.)

Current liabilities
Award Money in advance
Trade and other payables
Total Current Liabilities

INTERNATIONAL BRIDGE PRESS ASSOCIATION
INCOME STATEMENT
For the year ended 31 December 2013
Note
Income
Interest received
Sponsored award money
Subscriptions due
Subscriptions due — printing
Subscriptions paid in advance
Subscriptions paid in advance — printing
Surplus on exchange rate
WBF grant
Expenditure
Printing and postage
Editor’s travel
Editor’s fee
IBPA awards
Bank charges
Deficit on exchange rate
Filing Fees
Membership secretary’s expenses
Treasurer’s expenses
President’s expenses
President’s travel
Entertaining
EXCESS INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE
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(1.)
(1.)

2013
$
20,550
58
4,500
6,471
765
4,413
180
1,659
2,500
19,396
2,235
600
10,600
2,567
694
0
0
500
500
500
1,200
0

2012
$
14,979
58
2,960
4,074
540
2,751
1,506
590
2,500
17,856
2,837
500
10,600
1,588
571
0
160
500
0
500
600
0

1,150

-2,877

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
For the year ended 31 December 2013
(1.) Subscriptions paid in advance (Income Statement)
Subscriptions paid in advance according to the income statement confirm a liability for the year ended 2013 to the
extent of $4,593.
(2.) Assets (Balance Sheet)
Computers, printers and fax machines are all written off to NIL during the year of purchase.
(3.) Cash funds 31st December, 2013 (Balance Sheet)
HSBC — Euro Account (Euro 27,915)
HSBC — US$ Account
Paypal
Per Balance Sheet

US$
38,435
19,222
16,756
74,413

Richard Solomon
===[]{}===
IBPA Budget for the years 2013, 2014, 2015 (draft 29th Sep 2014)
All figures in US dollars
Income
Subscriptions 280 @ $42 =
Print subs @ $45 =
WBF Grant =
Award sponsors @ $1000 =
Interest received =
Total income =
Expenditure
Bulletin Editor’s fee 12 x $750 =
Bulletin Editor’s allowance =
Bulletin Editor’s travel =
Bulletin Hands columnist =
Bulletin printing and postage =
President’s allowance =
President’s travel =
Treasurer’s allowance =
Treasurer’s Travel =
Membership Secretary allowance =
IBPA Award prizes =
IBPA Award costs =
Credit card charges =
Bank charges =
Miscellaneous =

2013
11,760
2,250
2,500
4,000
200
20,710

2014
11,760
1,350
2,500
5,500
100
21,210

2015
11,760
1,080
2,500
5,000
60
20,400

9,000
1,000
1,000
900
2,000
500
1,000
500
1,000
500
2,400
200
500
300
400
21,200

9,000
1,000
1,200
900
1,800
500
1,200
500
1,000
500
2,600
200
500
500
400
21,800

9,000
1,000
1,200
1,000
1,100
500
1,200
500
1,000
500
2,400
200
500
500
400
21,000

Note 1 to the Budget: The three-year sponsorship paid by Mr. Frank Nickell in 2013 is to be spread over the
years 2013, 2014 and 2015.
Note 2 to the Budget: The Travel budget for 2013 and 2014 was set at $3400 but in 2013 only $1800 was claimed
as the Treasurer did not come to Bali and the Editor’s allowance was reduced when he was appointed an npc.
Similarly in 2014 the Treasurer and Editor are not able to come to Sanya. But the allocation for 2015 (Chennai,
India) is unchanged.
The loss/profit on exchange rate can be explained more clearly by showing:
Balance in accounts at
Actual Budget In US dollars
In Malta (Euro account 27,892) =
In Malta (Dollar account) =
In Scotland (pounds) =
In Paypal
Total in US dollars

End 2012

End 2013

End 2014

36,771
27,623
6
8,168
72,568

36,000
27,000
6
8,000
71,006

35,000
34,000
6
1,000
70,006

Richard Solomon & Patrick Jourdain
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World Bridge Calendar
DATES
2015

EVENT

Jan 9-11
Camrose Trophy
Jan 13-25
Summer Festival of Bridge
Jan 15-18
III Copenhagen Bridge Invitational
Jan 16-18
RadissonBlu IMP Pairs
Jan 23-25
Willingdon Sports Club Tournament
Jan 24-30
Bermuda Regional
Feb 5-11
EBU Overseas Congress
Feb 6-8
VI Barcelona Open
Feb 10-15
NEC Bridge Festival
Feb 12-17
28th Cairo International Bridge Festival
Feb 13-20
SAWBA Congress
Feb 20-26
49th International Bridge Festival
Feb 21-28
Gold Coast Congress
Mar 5-10
28th Cairo International Festival
Mar 12-22
ACBL Spring NABC
Mar 22-28
XXVII International Festival
Mar 23-29
XII International
Mar 24-29
Bridge Days
Mar 31-Apr 1 120th Canadian Nationals
Apr 1-7
APBF Youth Teams Championships
Apr 8-12
Yeh Bros Cup
Apr 18-26
South African National Congress
Apr 24-May 3 Jersey Festival of Bridge
Apr 30-May 4 ABF Autumn Nationals
May 1-3
German Bridge Team Trophy
May 8-13
African Zonal Trials
May 9-16
LXV Sudamericano
May 14
XXXV Bonn Cup
May 15-23
28th CACBF Zonal Championships
May 19-24
Grand Prix of Portugal
May 21-25
Graz Bridge Days
May 21-31
50th Asia Pacific BF Championships
May 23-25
6th Gros Supercup
May 24-31
XXVIII Golf-Bridge International
Jun 6-14
17th German Bridge Festival
Jun 17-21
5th Tolani Open Summer Nationals
Jun 23-Jul 5
33rd International Festival
Jun 27-Jul 11 7th Open Europen Championships
Jul 11-23
Australian National Championships
Jul 17-25
European Youth Team Championships
Jul 25-Aug 2 21st Swedish Bridge Festival
Jul 26-31
Chairman’s Cup
Aug 6-16
ACBL Summer NABC
Aug 7-9
Pesta Sukan
Aug 11-18
Coffs Gold Coast Congress
Aug 14-23
Brighton Summer Congress
Aug 19-23
9th “Riga Invites to Jurmala”
Sep 4-6
Isle of Man Congress
Sep 11-20
Confiance Guernsey Congress
Sep 26-30
NZ National Congress
Sep 26-Oct 10World Team Championships
Sep 30-Oct 4 International Festival
Oct 19-23
Cavendish Invitational
Oct 21-29
ABF Spring Nationals
Nov 2-8
International Festival
Nov 5-7
2nd Marbella International
Nov 11-14
14th European Champions Cup
Nov 24-29
ASEAN Championships
Nov 26-Dec 5 ACBL Fall NABC
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LOCATION

INFORMATION

Edinburgh, Scotland
Canberra, Australia
Copenhagen, Denmark
Copenhagen, Denmark
Mumbai, India
Southampton, Bermuda
Lanzarote, Spain
Barcelona, Spain
Yokohama, Japan
Cairo, Egypt
Port Elizabeth, South Africa
Tel-Aviv, Israel
Surfer’s Paradise, Australia
Cairo, Egypt
New Orleans, LA
Tenerife, Canary Is., Spain
Casablanca, Morocco
Kitzbuhel, Austria
Toronto, ON
Bangkok, Thailand
Shanghai, China
Durban, South Africa
Lambourne, Jersey, Channel Is.
Adelaide, Australia
Berlin, Germany
Egypt
Buenos Aires, Argentina
Bad Godesburg, Germany
Christ Church, Barbados, W.I.
Estoril, Portugal
Graz, Austria
Bangkok, Thailand
Hessen, Germany
Costa Claida, Spain
Wyk/Fuhr, Germany
Begaluru, India
Albena, Bulgaria
Tromsø, Norway
Fremantle, WA, Austalia
Tromsø, Norway
Õrebro, Sweden
Õrebro, Sweden
Chicago, IL
Singapore
Korora, NSW, Australia
Brighton, UK
Jurmala, Latvia
Douglas, Isle of Man
Guernsey, Channel Is.
Hamilton, NZ
Chennai, India
Azores Is., Portugal
Monte Carlo, Monaco
Sydney, Australia
Madeira, Portugal
Marbella, Spain
Little Horwood, UK
Bangkok, Thailand
Denver, CO

www.ebu.co.uk
www.abf.com.au
www.bridge.dk
www.bridge.dk
games@willingdonclub.com
www.bermudaregional.com
www.ebu.co.uk
www.aebridge.com
www.jcbl.or.jp
www.egypt-bridge.org
www.sabf.co.za
www.ibf-festival.org
www.qldbridge.com
www.egypt-bridge.org
www.acbl.org
www.aebridge.com
www.bridge-casablanca.com
www.bridgeaustria.at
www.unit166.ca
www.thailandbridgeleague.com
chihuachen2001@yahoo.com.tw
www.sabf.co.za
www.ebu.co.uk
www.abf.com.au
www.bridge-verband.de
www.sabf.co.za
www.csbnews.org
www.bridge-verband.de
www.cacbf.com
www.fpbridge.com
www.bridgeaustria.at
www.thailandbridgeleague.com
www.grossupercup2015.wix.com
www.aebridge.com
www.bridge-verband.de
www.bfi.net.in
www.bridgealbena.org
www.tromso2015.no
www.abf.com.au
www.eurobridge.org
www.svenskbridge.se/festival
www.svenskbridge.se/festival
www.acbl.org
www.scba.org.sg
www.abf.com.au
www.ebu.co.uk
www.rigainvites.lv
www.ebu.co.uk
www .ebu.co.uk
www.nzbridgecongress.co.nz
www.bfi.net.in
www.fpbridge.com
jcaconseil@libello.com
www.abf.com.au
www.fpbridge.com
www.marbellabridge.com
www.ebu.co.uk
www.scba.org.sg
www.acbl.org

