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Editorial
The opinions expressed here do not necessarily represent those of
the IBPA Executive or its membership.

When the Germans won the gold medal in the d’Orsi Senior Trophy in Bali, I was
delighted for them and congratulated them heartily. They are all great guys and
deserving champions, I thought. But then, early this year, I learned that Michael
Elinescu and Entscho Wladow had been accused of illegal signalling in the final against
USA2 and that the case was to be heard at the Dallas NABC by the WBF Disciplinary
Commission.There, the pair was found “guilty of reprehensible conduct” in violation
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of Law 73B: “Inappropriate Communication between Partners” by the WBF and
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has been sentenced to 10 years’ suspension from WBF events and would never be
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allowed to play together again in a WBF event. They have 20 days from the date of
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the hearing (March 22) to appeal the decision; an extract from that decision,
jvcleeff@xs4all.nl
published here on page 2, states that coughs were used to convey the information.
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The WBF makes it clear that no other member of the German team or the German
Bulletin Production Manager:
Bridge Federation was involved in the allegations.
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now has a further problem. If the ruling is upheld upon appeal, the WBF faces an
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important decision about what to do with the gold and silver medals, which is not
dilipgidwani@hotmail.com
at all clear. Do they strip Germany of the gold medals and award the title to USA2?
Secretary:
Before you say sure, think about the French team that Germany defeated in the
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semifinal. If the WBF has evidence that the suspended pair acted illegally earlier in
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the tournament, the French could argue that they were denied a chance to contest
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the title in the final and would have, at worst, won a silver medal. Going further
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back, what about Indonesia, Germany’s losing quarterfinal opponent, and the USA1
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team which finished in ninth place, in the round robin, half a VP out of qualifying?
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When the IOC expels a competitor they simply move everyone else up a place.
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That would also be the simplest solution for the WBF, making USA2 the gold medallists,
(64) 9 232 8494
Poland the silver medallists and France the bronze medallists. But wouldn’t it be
rksolomon@xtra.co.nz
interesting to go back and exise Germany from the standings, negate Germany’s
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matches against all 21 other teams in the d’Orsi Trophy and redraw the qualification
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table? That would mean USA1 would make it to the knockout stage. So another
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solution to the medal dilemma would be to have USA1 play Indonesia in a sole
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quarterfinal match, the winner to play France in the semifinal, and the winner of
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that match to play USA2 for the title. That would make for great theatre, great
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publicity for the WBF and would be another fair way of determining the
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Championship.
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The WBF could, for example, pay the expenses of the four teams concerned to, say,
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Las Vegas at the ACBL’s Summer NABC.Take six days (but avoiding conflict with the
Spingold) to determine the gold and silver medallists - in this scheme of things,
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Poland would retain its bronze medal, USA2 could do no worse than silver, and
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France, Indonesia and USA1 would all have a chance to improve their position.
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This scheme is not without difficulties, however. Eliminating Germany and remaking the qualification table might result in
different quarterfinal matches than actually occurred. Also, in World Championship play, if both USA teams make it to the
semifinals, they must play each other. In this special instance, however, the WBF might rescind this rule for once. Should
USA1 defeat Indonesia, it would be unfair to deprive USA2 of the silver medal already won and make them play another
semifinal match, having already won one against Poland. In this scheme, teams beaten by USA2 (Scotland and Poland),
France (Netherlands) and Poland (Belgium) would not be part of the new competition.
Should the hearing decision stand, there is one thing the WBF must do, and that is to strip Germany of the gold medals.
One thing they must not do is to vacate the title. This is but one reason (of a number) to make the bronze-medal match
as long and as meaningful as the gold-medal match, to avoid ‘unintended consequences’ such as this.
(i.) Anyone can access the play records of all matches broadcast on BBO at http://www.bridgebase.com/vugraph_archives/
vugraph_archives.php. Alternatively, the bidding and play records for many matches can be seen at the WBF website
www.worldbridge.org.
(ii.) The WBF’s full published document detailing the hearing’s proceedings can be found in many places. One is: http://www.bridge.nl/
documenten/Hearing21-22March2014.pdf

Extract of the Ruling of the Hearing
of the WBF Disciplinary Commission
held on 21st and 22nd March in Dallas
Due to a complaint made to the proper officers of the WBF during the match of the final of the d’Orsi Senior Trophy, played
by the German Team against the USA 2 Team, in the World Championships held in Bali in September 2013, an investigation into
alleged improper conduct by Michael Elinescu and Entscho Wladow, playing for Germany, was instigated by the WBF Prosecutor.
Following that investigation a charge was laid against Michael Elinescu and Entscho Wladow alleging that they had breached
Law 73B of the Laws of Duplicate Bridge. It alleged that they had illicitly communicated information to each other in respect
of shortage of cards in a specified suit and suggested that a specified suit be selected on certain hands when their partner was
to make the opening lead.
The WBF Disciplinary Commission was convened in accordance with the provisions of the WBF Disciplinary Code adopted
by the Executive Council in October 2011 and the Disciplinary Hearing was held on 21st and 22nd March 2014 at the Sheraton
Hotel in Dallas.
Having heard and considered the evidence the Disciplinary Commission determined that Michael Elinescu and Entscho
Wladow were guilty of reprehensible conduct as defined within the WBF Disciplinary Code. The decision was based solely on
the admissible and relevant evidence that was provided to the hearing and proved that Michael Elinescu and Entscho Wladow
systematically communicated with each other by coughing to convey information of shortage in a suit and also by coughing to
suggest a preferred lead. These communications were intended to obtain an unfair advantage and were contrary to the spirit
and laws of the game of bridge. They offended against Law 73B and that amounted to reprehensible conduct.
Having found Michael Elinescu and Entscho Wladow guilty of reprehensible conduct the Disciplinary Commission imposed
the following sanctions upon them:
a) Michael Elinescu and Entscho Wladow shall be banned from playing together in any WBF organised championship or
competition for life;
b) Michael Elinescu and Entscho Wladow shall be each individually banned from playing in a WBF organised championship
or competition for a period of 10 years;
For the avoidance of doubt the Disciplinary Commission made it clear that no wrong doing is found or suggested against the
German Bridge Federation or any of the other members of its team that participated in the d’Orsi Senior Trophy at World
Championships in Bali.
…………………………………………
According to art.5 of the Disciplinary Code to appeal against the Commission’s decision, a written request to the WBF
Secretary must be submitted within 20 days of notification of the aforementioned decision. This request must specify in detail
the reasons for the appeal, indicate the desired redress and state whether an Appeal hearing is requested.
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Dealer West. Both Vul.
[Q87
]Q9874
{ 7
}9 8 5 3
[ A 10 9 5
[J4
] J3
] A K 10 5
{ AJ9
{ K653
}AKJ4
} Q 10 6
[K632
]62
{ Q 10 8 4 2
}7 2

Barry Rigal, NYC
Phillip Alder, Hobe Sound FL
Adam Wildavsky, Sarasota, FL
Drew Casen, Las Vegas
Brent Manley, Memphis,TN
Arnold Malasky, Longboat Key, FL
Sue Munday, Southaven, MS

The Winners
Vanderbilt Knockout Teams:
Nick Nickell/ Ralph Katz, Stevie Weinstein/Bobby
Levin, Jeff Meckstroth/Eric Rodwell
Jacoby Swiss Teams:
Sabine Auken/Roy Welland, Josef Piekareck/
Alexander Smirnov, Christina Lund Madsen
Machlin Women's Swiss Teams:
Huang Yan/Li Yiting, Gan Ling/Hu Wen,
Wang Yanhong/Li Lisuan
Norman Kay Platinum Pairs:
Richie Coren/Bobby Levin
Silodor Open Pairs:
Geoff Hampson/John Diamond
Baldwin North American Pairs:
Terry Spector/Bryan Howard
Lebhar IMP Pairs:
Radu Nistor/Iulian Christian
Rockwell Mixed Pairs:
Richie Coren/Janice Seamon-Molson
Whitehead Women's Pairs:
Wang Wenfei/Ran Jingrong
Leventritt Silver Ribbon Pairs:
Bernie Yomtov/Allen Hawkins
Here are a few of the more entertaining deals from
the tournament. More will be presented next month
as well. Dallas was fertile ground.

Test Your Percentages (BR)
If you bid them up, you'd better play them up.

When West opened one club and heard a one-heart
response, he jumped to two notrump, then raised an
invitational four notrump to six notrump, perhaps on
the basis of his ten-nine of spades, and because he
always overbids on days ending in "Y".
North found the devilish lead of the nine of hearts.
Declarer won with the ace and decided that any route
to success would involve the diamond finesse, which
is reasonable, I suppose. A diamond to the jack held,
the ace of diamonds brought the bad news. Now a
club to the ten allowed the jack of spades to be run to
the queen. When North exited in hearts, keeping up
the deception, declarer rose with the king. Given that
the second spade finesse must work, declarer now
had a sure thing. He ran the clubs, then led his remaining
diamond to the king. This was the position:
[87
]Q
{ —
}9 8
[ A 10 9
[4
] —
] 10 5
{ 9
{ K6
}J
}—
[K63
]—
{ Q 10
}—
On the last club, South had to let go of a spade and
now a diamond to the king and a spade to the ten let
West cash the ace of spades and take the last trick
with the nine of spades.

The Baldwin North American
Pairs (PDA)
I watched most of the second final session of the NAP
and saw some interesting bidding and play on a
relatively quiet set. Here is a quiz question drawn from
these deals.
With neither side vulnerable, you, West, hold:
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Dealer East. NS Vul.
[AK6
]AJ6
{ Q9
}A 9 8 6 3
[J754
[ Q 10 3 2
] 8
] 10 4 3 2
{ AK8764
{ J5
}7 2
}KJ4
[98
]KQ975
{ 10 3 2
} Q 10 5
West
North
East
South
Tuttle
Heid
—
—
Pass
Pass
3{
Double
Pass
4]
Pass
Pass
Pass
West started with three rounds of diamonds. Bill Heid
ruffed with dummy's heart ace and East discarded a
spade. After the second board of this set was passed
out, a kibitzer asked East what would have happened if
he had discarded a club at trick three.What's the answer?
As it was, declarer cashed dummy's jack of hearts, then
played another heart. After a lot of thought, South went
up with his king, realizing that he had the chance for a
trump coup if West discarded. And when West did
show out, declarer played a spade to dummy's ace and
led a low club. East went in with his king and returned
the spade queen. South won with dummy's king to
give this position:
[6
]—
{ —
}A 9 8 6
[J5
[ 10
] —
] 10 2
{ 74
{ —
}2
}J 4
[—
]Q97
{ —
} Q 10
Declarer ruffed the six of spades in his hand, cashed
the queen of clubs, played a club to dummy's ace and
couped East's trumps. Plus 620 was worth 10.5
matchpoints out of 13.
What would have happened if East had thrown a club
at trick three? Declarer would have had to guess the
trump position, immediately finessing East for the ten.

Tough Lead (BR)
It's hard to imagine not getting to three notrump on
this deal.
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Dealer South. NS Vul.
[A6
] 10 7 6 5
{ 9654
} A J 10
[ QJ74
] 98
{ Q
}K97542
[K852
]J42
{ 10 8 3
}Q 8 6

[ 10 9 3
] AKQ3
{ AKJ72
}3

Typically, East shows the red suits and West plays three
notrump, leaving North in anguish on opening lead. Let's
say he leads the seven of hearts. That happened at the
table where I played. Declarer won with the queen of
hearts, South encouraging, played a diamond to the
queen, letting North use his patented variety of Smith
echo to suggest a shift, then led a spade from hand. To
defeat the contract, South must win the first or second
spade and shift to the queen of clubs:That's "not gonna
happen."
What happened at the table was that North hopped
up with the ace of spades to play another heart, forcing
declarer to win and run his diamonds.
[3
] 10 6
{ —
} A J 10
[ Q7
[ 10 9
] —
] A3
{ —
{ 2
}K975
}3
[K8
]J
{ —
}Q 8 6
The last diamond forces North to do something
unpleasant. If his pitches his spade, he is endplayed with
the ace and another heart. If North throws a heart,
declarer cashes two heart tricks. If North lets go of a
club, declarer plays a spade, unblocking the queen when
South wins the king, and the way the clubs lie declarer
can't go wrong, whatever he does.

Right Slam (BR)
Eric Leong sat South on the following deal, and after
opening one diamond in third seat and hearing a onespade response from partner, he judged his hand too
good for a four-club splinter raise of spades. Not
everyone would agree, but he bid two hearts and heard
three notrump (roughly 9-11 high-card points). A fourclub cuebid for spades got a bid of five clubs, so he

West
Doub
—
1{
2{
3]
Pass

Nighttime in Big D

offered a choice of slams with six diamonds, which
North was happy to pass.
Dealer North. NS Vul.
[ K 10 8 6
]Q92
{ 52
} A 10 9 2
[ 42
[ QJ5
] A53
] J 10 7 6 4
{ 64
{ 10 9 3
}876543
}QJ
[A973
]K8
{ AKQJ87
}K
West led a club, and Leong drew trumps, discarding a
club from dummy, and led a low heart from hand. With
the ace of hearts onside, he had a perfect Morton's
Fork Coup. If West took his ace, declarer had two
discards for his low spades. If he ducked, the king of
hearts would go on the ace of clubs and declarer would
lose just one spade. The fall of the doubleton queenjack of clubs was irrelevant but annoying because it
meant 6NT might make, but taking 12 tricks in six
diamonds was still a fine score.

Platinum Pairs Reflections (AW)
My favourite deal was Board 7 from Day 1.
Dealer South. Both Vul.
[ K 10 7 4
]AJ63
{ 10 8
} J 10 8
[ J8
[ AQ65
] K42
] 875
{ A97642
{ KQ5
}A9
}K62
[932
] Q 10 9
{ J3
}Q 7 5 4 3

North
—
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

East
Wildavsky
—
1[
3}
3NT

South
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

South led the four of clubs and I decided to win in
hand and lead a spade to the jack. North won and
returned a club. When I ran the diamonds, each
defender had to make four discards. South threw two
clubs, a spade and a heart. North pitched three hearts
and a club. These made the most sense if the cards
were distributed as they in fact were, so I exited with
a low heart from dummy to score 11 tricks. This was
worth 35 out of 53 MPs. I had hoped for more, but
given the way the rest of our session went it would
not have helped!

Struggles in 3NT (BR)
This deal posed a tough declarer play problem for East
players in three notrump.
Dealer West. EW Vul.
[J976
] K 10 4
{ J 10 7 4
}8 2
[ 852
] Q932
{ A85
}K94
[ A 10 4 3
]J76
{ K62
} 10 7 3

[ KQ
] A85
{ Q93
}AQJ65

After South intervened over East's strong club opening
and North-South found their spade fit, East declared
three notrump on the lead of a fourth-highest three
of spades. He won and ran clubs. Dummy pitched
spades, North spade, spade, seven of diamonds, South
discarded a low diamond and a low heart. This was the
position as declarer saw it:
[9
]?xx
{ ?xx
}—
[ —
[Q
] Q932
] A85
{ A85
{ Q93
}—
}—
[ A 10 4
]?x
{ ?x
}—
5

My instincts are to trust the opponents and lead a
low heart to the nine. If South can duck his nowdoubleton king, he deserves to beat me. The defenders
will cash their spades, but I can cross to the ace of
diamonds and advance the queen of hearts to pin
South's remaining high spot card. Declarer actually led
a heart to the queen and king. North returned a spade
and South cashed out the suit. This was the ending
now:
[—
] 10 4
{ J 10
}—
[—
[—
] 93
] A8
{ A8
{ Q9
}—}—
[4
]J
{ K6
}—
On the four of spades, West pitched a heart, North
the ten of diamonds and East the eight of hearts. Now
when a heart comes back, declarer can win and lead
the queen of diamonds to scoop up North's jack and
take trick 13 with the diamond nine (or ace if South
ducks).

Sympathy (BR)
Dealer North. EW Vul.
[ A K Q 10 8 5
] K Q 10 2
{ AQ
}6
[4
[972
] AJ863
] 74
{ J9643
{ K852
}K 3
} 10 9 7 5
[J63
]95
{ 10 7
}A Q J 8 4 2
You have to sympathize with Jeff Roman on this deal
from the Kay Platinum Pairs. He ran into an unfriendly
lie of the cards and, after trick one, a diabolical defence.
Roman declared six spades from the North hand and
received the friendly lead of a low diamond. He won
and led a top heart from hand. Sartaj Hans as West
won and led a low trump. Roman won in hand, played
his second top heart, then planned to ruff his two heart
losers in dummy. On the third round of the suit, Peter
Gill alertly ruffed in with the nine of spades, so Roman
overruffed with dummy’s jack.
Roman guessed correctly not to try to ruff his last
heart in dummy. Instead, he returned to hand with a
6

trump, on which Hans discarded his three of clubs
(he could see the squeeze coming). Now when Roman
ran his winners and came down to the two-card
ending, he had squeezed West but did not know it.
Roman took the club finesse and went two down.

Powerful Play Fizzles (DC)
Yesterday, the Daily Bulletin presented Platinum Pairs
winner Richard Coren's "powerful play" on board 9
of the final session of the event. Here is my version.
The auction was slightly different at my table. South
overcalled three clubs rather than two clubs. (Coren
dropped the king of spades offside to make four spades. Ed.)
Dealer North. EW Vul.
[ J 10
] A J 10 7
{ J9843
}J 8
[ 9876
[AQ5432
] K8642
] Q5
{ Q6
{ A5
} 10 7
}A64
[K
]93
{ K 10 7 2
}K Q 9 5 3 2
West
North
East
South
—
Pass
1[
3}
3[
Pass
3NT
Pass
4[
Pass
Pass
Pass
Like Coren, I ducked the opening lead of the king of
clubs. The two of clubs was continued, suggesting a
diamond entry, so any plan to throw my right-hand
opponent in with spades to open up diamonds or
hearts could no longer be successful. So how do I get
to the dummy to take the 'marked' spade finesse when
I know the ace of hearts is on my right? A loser on
loser play was the answer. I played my last club and
discarded the low diamond from dummy! Then I was
able to ruff my remaining diamond and take the spade
finesse, losing to the singleton king. I was surely the
unlucky expert on this deal.

Sneaky (BM)
Brian Glubok's squad did not survive the first round
of the Vanderbilt Knockout Teams, but the team did
well on this board from their match against the Justin
Lall squad.
Tom Carmichael, North, playing with Glubok, led the
nine of diamonds, taken in dummy with the king.
Declarer, Jim Krekorian, immediately started working
on clubs for the needed extra trick.

Dealer West. Neither Vul.
[82
] 10 6 5 2
{ 943
} J 10 7 3
[ A4
[ 10 9 7 6 5
] Q73
] AKJ8
{ AQJ
{ K7
}Q9852
}6 4
[KQJ3
]94
{ 10 8 6 5 2
}A K
West
North
East
South
1NT
Pass
2}
Pass
Pass
2{
Pass
3] 1
3NT
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. Four hearts, five spades and game-forcing
values
Glubok won the king of clubs and exited with the
sneaky three of spades. Krekorian, not expecting his
opponent to underlead three honours, went up with
the ace in an attempt to block the suit. That play would
be necessary if, for example, Glubok had led low from
four to the king-jack or queen-jack. Glubok's clever
play worked because when Krekorian entered dummy
to play a second club, Glubok was able to win with the
ace of clubs and cash three spades for down one.
At the other table, on the same auction, David Gurvich
as West also found himself in three notrump. When
he played a club for the first time, Lall won and made
the same play in spades.The difference was that Gurvich
played low on the three of spades. Dummy's ten of
spades was trick number nine (the club queen was
then trick ten) for a game swing.

Sonny Woulda Been Proud (AM)
My partner, Dick Wegman, and I finished third in the
Leventritt Silver Ribbon Pairs. This board was one of
our good ones, and it featured some interesting play
elements, including the so-called Moysian fit (after the
legendary Alphonse Moyse).
Dealer North. NS Vul.
[J853
]QJ95
{ J 10 9 7 3
}—
[ A72
[ Q964
] A83
] 10 7 2
{ A86
{5
}AKJ7
} Q 10 9 8 3
[ K 10
]K64
{ KQ42
}6 5 4 2

West
Wegman
—
Double
Double
Pass

North
Pass
3{
Pass
Pass

East
Malasky
Pass
Pass
3[

South
1{
Pass
Pass

With his powerhouse, Dick thought about bidding over
my three spades, but decided that if I had the right
cards for game I would have bid it. The opening lead
was the king of diamonds. I had real concerns about
being shortened in trumps and possibly going down
several tricks. With only 16 high-card points between
North and South, it was almost certain that South had
the king of spades. Thus I needed some lucky position
in spades, and I could see that we could make nine or
ten tricks in clubs. To keep control in spades in case
things were bad, I led a low spade from dummy and
covered North's three with my four. When South won
with the ten of spades, I could see real possibilities.
On the next two rounds of diamonds I discarded my
two losing hearts, again not wanting to be forced. Best
defence now is to lead a fourth round of diamonds to
hold me to nine tricks regardless of where I ruff.
Instead, the defence made the obvious-looking heart
shift. I won and cashed the ace of spades. When the
king dropped, I finessed the nine of spades, drew the
last trump and claimed four. Plus 170 was worth 38
out of 51 matchpoints.

Fine-Tuned Bidding (SM)
Hans Christian ("HC") Graverson and Henrik
Caspersen, who finished second in the IMP Pairs,
travelled from Denmark to practise for the European
Championships in June, to be held in Opatija, Croatia.
The pair has been playing together for only a year.Their
astute bidding judgment - and practice in a BBO bidding
room - paid off on these two deals. Board 19 from the
Platinum Pairs qualifying session on Friday night netted
them 14 IMPs.
Dealer South. EW Vul.
[952
] AKQ9
{ K Q 10 9
}8 2
[ Q 10 8 6 3
[AKJ74
] —
] 10 8 7 3 2
{ AJ732
{ 8
}AQ7
}K 9
[]J654
{ 654
} J 10 6 5 4 3
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West
North
East
South
Graverson
Caspersen
—
—
—
Pass
1[
Double
2NT 1
4}
Double2
Pass
4{ 3
Pass
4
Pass
6{ 5
Pass
5]
7[
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. At least an invitational raise, four-plus trumps
2. Extras, denies shortness in clubs
3. Control
4. Exclusion key card Blackwood
5. Two key cards plus spade length
Graverson knew four diamonds was either the king
or a singleton or a singleton (he hoped it was the king,
but the second-round ruffing capability worked, too).
From the auction, he visualized that partner had length
in hearts. He employed Exclusion Key Card Blackwood
and found not only the ace and king of spades, but
five-card (at least) spade support. It was the fifth spade
that clinched it. Able to 'see' 13 tricks, Graverson bid
the grand.
This was board 11 from the second final session of
the Platinum Pairs:
Dealer West. Neither Vul.
[J53
]873
{ 43
}A 9 8 7 5
[A974
[K82
] AK9
] 10 5 4 2
{ A6
{ K8752
}KJ64
}2
[ Q 10 6
]QJ6
{ Q J 10 9
} Q 10 3
West
North
East
South
2} 1
Pass
2{ 2
Pass
2] 3
Pass
2[ 4
Pass
5
2NT
Pass
3} 6
Pass
3[
Pass
4[
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. Either strong, or a weak hand with diamonds
2. Pass or correct, just in case it's the weak hand
with diamonds (doesn't look like it though, but
maybe)
3. Balanced, 19-21 HCP
4. Puppet to 2NT
5. Forced
6. Stayman
Caspersen calculated his hand in terms of club ruffs
or, if the opponents led spades, the potential of the
decent five-card diamond suit, and elected to play four
spades.While most of the field stopped in two notrump
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or bid to the hopeless three notrump and went minus,
the Danes' plus 420 rsulted in a very good score.
Graverson admired his partner's thought processes.
Alphonse (Sonny) Moyse, too, would have applauded.

Poker (BM)
Richie Coren is an expert at poker, and that experience
was at the fore on this spectacularly unusual deal from
the Platinum Pairs. When you see the result, you may
agree that a cold top seems inadequate, especially
considering the world-class calibre of the anonymous
opponents.
Dealer East. NS Vul.
[ 10 7
]9864
{ K64
}J 9 8 4
[ K9
[Q2
] A K Q J 10 7 5 2
] —
{ 10 8
{ AJ753
}5
} A 10 7 6 3 2
[AJ86543
]3
{ Q92
}KQ
West
North
East
South
Coren
Levin
—
—
1}
1[
3NT
Pass
4{
Pass
6NT
Pass
Pass
Double
Pass
Pass
Pass
North had to decide whether the double requested
the lead of a particular suit and, if so, which one. Turns
out either minor should work, but wasn't how things
went. North did lead a diamond, but it was difficult for
South to envision West's actual holding in the suit, so
he inserted the nine when Coren played low from
dummy. The claim came moments after the ten won
the trick.

The Largest Number? (BM)
When you are defending, there is often the dilemma
of whether to maximize the penalty or to play for the
sure set. On this deal, Billy and Rozanne Pollack were
faced with this problem.
Dealer South. Neither Vul.
[ 10 7 6
]AK983
{ J853
}K
[ 5
] 762
{ K Q 10 7 2
} A Q 10 8

West
North
Bill P.
—
—
Double
3] 1
Pass
4[
Pass
Pass
1. Lead directing

East
South
Rozanne P.
—
2[
3NT
Pass
Double
Pass

Look only at the West cards and decide what you
would lead. Did you lead a trump or the king of
diamonds? Billy led the king of diamonds and saw the
dummy, partner following with an unreadable four of
diamonds (standard count), then shifted to a trump.
Rozanne won the king of spades and cashed the ace good! What do you discard?
This was the full deal:
[ 10 7 6
]AK983
{ J853
}K
[ 5
[ AK4
] 762
] 10 5
{ K Q 10 7 2
{ A4
} A Q 10 8
}976432
[QJ9832
]QJ4
{ 96
}J 5
Billy could see the danger in dummy's hearts, so he
pitched the two of hearts to let Rozanne know that he
didn't have control in that suit. Sure enough, the
defenders cashed out at that point for plus 300. At the
other table, the opponents played four spades doubled
on three rounds of trumps, trying for the biggest possible
number - and ended up with only plus 100.

Today Monaco, Tomorrow
. . . the Consolation KO (BR)
In our loss to the Monaco team (considerably weakened
by Pierre Zimmermann's need to return home for a
family emergency), Jeff Aker was confronted with an
interesting problem. How would you deal with it?
Dealer West. NS Vul.
[542
] J 10 9 7
{ K653
}7 4
[ Q
] AQ642
{ 10 7 2
}K653
West
North
East
1]
Pass
1[
2}
Pass
Pass
Pass
3NT
Pass
Pass

South
Double
2NT
Pass

Your low club lead goes to the eight and declarer's
queen. At trick two, the king of hearts appears on the
table. Make a play . . . and a plan. At the table, West
ducked, won the next heart as East discarded the jack
of clubs, then led a low club. Declarer (Aker) ducked,
won the next club, cashed the ace and queen of
diamonds, followed by the top two spades, then put
West in with a heart. West could cash his heart and
club winners, but then had to give dummy the lead.
That was nine tricks: three diamonds and two winners
in each of the other suits. The full deal:
[542
] J 10 9 7
{ K653
}7 4
[ Q
[ J 10 9 7
] AQ642
] 5
{ 10 7 2
{ J984
}K653
} J 10 9 8
[AK863
]K83
{ AQ
}AQ2
The key to the defence is that West must win the
second heart and cash the ace of hearts before exiting
in clubs. Then he cannot be subsequently endplayed
in hearts. Not easy to see?

Good Technique Pays Off (BM)
In the round of 32 in the Vanderbilt Knockout Teams,
the Vinita Gupta squad faced the Jim Mahaffey team.
This deal, played by Josef Piekarek and Alex Smirnov,
helped the Mahaffey team to victory.
Dealer North. Both Vul.
[KQ7
]KJ8
{ AJ432
}9 4
[ 863
[J5
] 953
] 10 7 4 2
{ KQ65
{ 987
}QJ5
} K 10 8 3
[ A 10 9 4 2
] AQ6
{ 10
}A 7 6 2
West
North
East
South
Smirnov
Piekarek
—
1NT
Pass
2}
Pass
2{
Pass
2[ 1
2
Pass
2NT
Pass
3} 3
Pass
3{ 4
Pass
4} 5
6
Pass
4NT
Pass
6[
Pass
Pass
Pass
This article continues with the alert explanations on p. 12 ...
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IBPA Column Service
Tim Bourke, Canberra
Members may use these deals as they wish, without attributing the author or IBPA.

705. Dealer South. EW Vul.
[A62
]8642
{ 742
}7 5 3
[K8
[ J 10 9 3
] J 10 9 5
] 73
{ J963
{ Q 10 8
} Q 10 8
}J 9 6 2
[Q754
] AKQ
{ AK5
}A K 4
West
North
East
South
—
—
—
2}
Pass
2{
Pass
3NT
Pass
Pass
Pass

706.Dealer South. Both Vul.
[8532
]KJ5
{ A74
} A 10 6
[ AKQJ7
[964
] 8632
] 4
{ J92
{ Q 10 8 5
}7
}K8542
[ 10
] A Q 10 9 7
{ K63
}Q J 9 3
West
North
East
South
—
—
—
1]
1[
2[
Pass
4]
Pass
Pass
Pass

South promised a 25-27 point balanced hand with
his rebid of three notrump.

This deal came up in a teams match and both declarers
found themselves in four hearts after an identical
auction where each North’s cue bid indicated a
minimum of a traditional limit raise to three hearts,
usually based on three-card support. As North was
unlikely to have much wasted in spades, the game was
bid at both tables.

After West led the jack of hearts, declarer could count
top eight tricks. The main chances were that one of
the major suits would turn out to be 3-3 or that
East had the king of spades. Declarer took the
opening lead with the queen of hearts and cashed
the king of hearts. When East followed to the second
heart, declarer played the ace of hearts and was not
particularly surprised when East discarded a low
club.
Declarer now turned his attention to the spade suit,
and did so by correctly ducking a round of spades
before taking any positive action in the suit. West
won the trick with the eight of spades and cashed
the good ten of hearts, on which declarer threw the
five of diamonds from hand. Declarer took West’s
diamond exit and played a low spade towards the
dummy, intending to win with the ace and lead a spade
from dummy. As it happened, West produced the king
of spades and declarer now had two certain spade
tricks for a total of nine tricks in all.
Declarer’s method of tackling spades succeeds when
East holds the king and when West holds the king
singleton, doubleton or tripleton. This offers around
an 85% chance of a second spade trick, once the 42 heart break is factored into the calculations.
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At each table, West began with the king and ace of
spades, while East signalled an odd number of cards in
the suit.
The first declarer ruffed the second spade, drew trumps
and ran the queen of clubs. When East won with the
king of clubs and was able to produce a spade, this
declarer finished up with only eight tricks.
The second declarer discarded a diamond loser on the
second round of spades. After ruffing the third round
of spades he drew trumps in four rounds before
running the queen of clubs to East’s king. However, this
was not a disaster as East had no spades left. As it did
not matter which minor suit East returned, declarer
claimed ten tricks through five trumps, two diamonds
and three clubs.
Discarding the diamond at trick two was a simple loseron-loser play to cater for trumps being 4-1 and the
king of clubs being offside.

707. Dealer North. E-W Vul.
[AK65
]2
{ K8653
}A 7 4
[ Q 10 8
[ 4
] AJ95
] K 10 6 3
{ 92
{ Q J 10 4
} Q J 10 8
}K962
[J9732
]Q874
{ A7
}5 3
West
North
East
South
—
1{
Pass
1[
Pass
4[
Pass
3] 1
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. Splinter, agreeing spades
As a two-heart bid would have been a natural reverse,
forcing for one round, North-South used a jump to
three hearts as a mini-splinter try for game, agreeing
spades and promising shortness in hearts.
West led the queen of clubs. Declarer took the trick
with dummy’s king of clubs then cashed the ace of
trumps, pleased to find that the suit was not 4-0. Now
he could count at least four trump tricks and three
tricks in the minors. As ruffing two hearts would bring
the total to only nine tricks when the trumps were
not 2-2, he set about establishing the diamond suit.
He continued with the ace and king of diamonds,
followed by a third round of the suit.
When East followed, declarer was about to ruff the
trick with a low trump when the thought occurred
to him, “If I ruff this, what will happen if West has three
trumps and two diamonds?” The answer was, “West
will overruff with the ten of spades, cross to his
partner’s hand with the king of clubs and a fourth
round of diamonds will promote West’s queen of
spades.”
The solution to this problem came to declarer after a
moment or two’s thought. He could avoid such a fate
by discarding his losing club. If East could play a fourth
round of diamonds then declarer would ruff low and
the defenders could take at most two more tricks.
At the table, East tried to cash the king of clubs, which
declarer ruffed. Next, a low heart was conceded and
the defenders were without recourse. East won and
played another club. Declarer ruffed, played a trump
to the ace and ruffed a diamond with the jack of
trumps, establishing a long card in the suit. All West
could take was the queen of trumps.
Of course, had declarer ducked the opening lead of
the club queen, won the continuation, whatever it was,

drawn one round of trumps, then played a heart, he
could not have been beaten on the lie of the cards.
708. Dealer South. Both Vul.
[J65
]AJ2
{ Q65
} K Q 10 5
[ K4
[ 10 9 8 3
] KQ985
] 63
{ 10 9 2
{ KJ873
}7 6 3
}8 4
[AQ72
] 10 7 4
{ A4
}A J 9 2
West
North
East
South
—
—
—
1NT
Pass
3NT
Pass
Pass
Pass
After West led the king of hearts, declarer could
count only seven top tricks. As the lead had given
him another potential trick in hearts, he needed only
one extra trick in spades for his contract. So he took
the lead with the ace of hearts and led a spade to his
queen and West’s king.
West saw that the only hope for the defence was to
shift to diamonds. So, he exited with the ten of
diamonds, which was not a card welcomed by
declarer. He tried dummy’s queen of diamonds but
East covered it with the king. As there was little point
in holding up in diamonds, declarer took his ace,
cashed his clubs, and then tested the spades. As East
had not discarded a spade, declarer could do no
better than play a heart. Alas, West rose with the
queen of hearts to play the nine of diamonds and
East claimed the rest of the tricks for down one.
“That was unlucky,” moaned South. “Both kings were
wrong.”
“Luck had nothing to do with it,” said North. “All you
had to do was cross to hand at trick two and lead a
low spade. If West takes the king of spades, you will
have three spade tricks, enough for the contract. If
the jack of spades wins the trick, you can then play
the jack of hearts to establish your ten as the ninth
trick.”
South was about to speak when North imperiously
held up a hand and continued, “Even if East was able
to take the jack of spades with the king you would
still make nine tricks as he could not profitably attack
diamonds from his side of the table. So, no matter
what East might return at that point, you would have
time to establish a heart trick before West could
attack diamonds.”
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Forcing: shape asking
Five diamonds
Further shape ask
3=3=5=2
Roman Key Card Blackwood for spades
Two key cards with the trump queen

West led the queen of clubs, taken by Piekarek, who played
a diamond to dummy's ace and ruffed a diamond low in
hand. He played the queen of hearts to dummy's king
and ruffed another diamond. Now a heart to the jack
was followed by a fourth round of diamonds. East ruffed
in with the jack of spades, but Piekarek could over-ruff
with the ace, cash the ten of spades and play a spade to
dummy to pull trumps. He could discard two of his low
clubs on the jack of diamonds and queen of spades, losing
only a club, for plus 1430 and a 13-IMP gain (NorthSouth at the other table were in four spades).

Devious Doings (BR)
In the win by Kasle over Lall in the round of 64 in the
Vanderbilt, the following deal swing the match.
Dealer North. Both Vul.
[AKJ4
]AQ5
{ AJ9432
}—
[9
[ 10 8 3 2
] J932
] K 10 8 7 6
{ K 10
{ 7
}KJ9852
} A 10 3
[Q765
]4
{ Q865
}Q 7 6 4
West
North
East
South
Piotr
Michal
Tuczynski
Klukowski
—
1{
1]
Double
3} 1
4}
4]
4[
Pass
5}
Pass
5]
Pass
6[
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. Fit-showing
How should you play on a passive lead such as a heart
or spade? What about on a club lead?
It seems to me that on a heart lead, you'd win with the
ace of hearts, ruff a heart, draw two rounds of trumps
with the queen and ace and ruff another heart. If trumps
were 3-2, lead a diamond to the ace, draw the last trump
and give up a diamond; if trumps were 4-1, you’d need
to take the the diamond finesse back to dummy to draw
trumps and would need diamonds 2-1.
On the actual ten of diamonds lead made by Tuczynski,
declarer went up with the ace and went down four
when trumps were 4-1.
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OZ BRIDGE
Ron Klinger,
Northbridge, NSW
www.ronklingerbridge.com

Try these problems:
1. Dealer East. EW Vul.
[A95
]72
{ KQJ3
}A J 8 6
[KQ8632
] J86
{ 962
} 10
West
North
East
South
—
—
2{ 1
2]
3NT
Pass
4]
Double2
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. 5-8 points, six hearts or six spades
2. Pass or correct
West leads the seven of clubs: six – ten – king. Declarer
plays the five of diamonds: four – king – nine, followed
by the two of hearts: six – ten – ace. West continues
with the club five. Declarer thinks for a bit and then
plays the ace. East ruffs. What next?
2. Dealer West. Both Vul.
[ 10
]K843
{ AKJ876
}6 3
[Q54
] J9652
{ —
} Q 10 9 8 4
West
North
East
South
1{
Pass
1]
3[
Pass
Pass
Pass
West leads the ace of hearts: three – nine – queen,
and switches to the five of diamonds: ace – spade five
– diamond four. What should East play now?
The 2013 Australian National Seniors Teams was won
by Andy Braithwaite, Richard Brightling, David Hoffman,
Neil Ewart, Chris Quail, with Ian Robinson, npc. In the
64-board final they defeated Bruce Neill – Arjuna De
Livera, Simon Hinge – Kim Morrison by 169-140 after
trailing 55-111 at halfway.
These deals arose in the qualifying rounds. In each
case a trump return by East would have defeated the
contract.

Deal 1.

[A95
]72
{ KQJ3
}A J 8 6

[ J 10 7 4
] AK
{ 84
}Q9753

[ KQ8632
] J86
{ 962
} 10
[—
] Q 10 9 5 4 3
{ A 10 7 5
}K 4 2

West began with a deceptive seven of clubs lead.
Declarer’s misplay in not discarding a club loser on
the ace of spades when in dummy and his dithering
play on the second club made it clear that West had
the club queen to cash. Needing to find West’s entry,
East had to play a trump back. Did you find that? Maybe
it’s just too tough. East played a spade and away went
South’s self-created club loser.
Theoretical post mortem … East: “You played the ace
of hearts. How could I expect you to have the king of
hearts?” West: “The heart ace was deliberate. If I had
taken the ten of hearts with the king, you would
probably have placed declarer with the ace-queenten to six hearts.With king-queen-ten sixth, East would
hardly bother to go to dummy to lead low to the ten
and so you could place me with the ace-king of hearts.”
What do you think of all that?
I’d think that West talked a load of rubbish. Firstly, switch the
king and ace of spades (not a big change on the bidding)
and East/West are on the marked trump finesse for four
spades. West should have bid four spades over four hearts.
Secondly, had West led an honest club the first time, then
won the king of hearts and followed that with the seven of
clubs, a middling card without suit-preference clarity, East
might have had a chance to switch to a trump. Thirdly, this
particular declarer could have discarded his club loser on
the ace of spades, so how can we draw any conclusions
from how he handled the hearts? Fourthly, players who falsecard their partners when it can only confuse them and not
deceive declarer should all be rounded up and deposited in
the middle of the North Atlantic with no boat. - Ed.
[ 10
]K843
{ AKJ876
}6 3
[ A7
[ Q54
] A 10 7
] J9652
{ Q9532
{ —
}J52
} Q 10 9 8 4
[KJ98632
]Q
{ 10 4
}A K 7

Deal 2:

Against three spades, West led the ace of hearts and
switched to the five of diamonds to the ace and a ruff
by East. To beat three spades, East had to return the
four of spades. West would have won and given East
another diamond ruff. Then a club switch leaves declarer with a club loser for one down. Was this also
too tough or simply impossible? How should West
signal for a trump return?
The next problem arose in the semi-finals of the Australian National Open Teams:
Board 62. Dealer North. Neither Vul.
[ 10 4
] AKQ87
{ Q9654
}3
West
North
East
South
—
Pass
Pass
1[
2]
2[
3]
4[
Pass
Pass
Pass
What would you lead as West?
Here is the full deal:
[ K65
] 10 5 3
{ 83
}K9875
[ 10 4
[ A73
] AKQ87
] J92
{ Q9654
{ J 10 7 2
}3
}J42
[ QJ982
] 64
{ AK
} A Q 10 6
West
North
East
South
—
Pass
Pass
1[
2]
2[
3]
4[
Pass
Pass
Pass
West led the heart ace, cashed the king and switched
to the three of clubs. South won and played the queen
of spades to East’s ace. East returned a club for West
to ruff, one down, East/West plus 50. That was fine,
but imagine for a moment that East had the ace of
clubs. Then the actual defence leads to one down
whereas two down would have been possible.
At another table:
West
North
—
Pass
2]
2[
Pass
Pass

East
Pass
3]
Pass

South
1[
3[

West led the king of hearts and switched to the three
of clubs. South won and played the jack of spades to
the ace. East gave West a club ruff. West cashed the
ace of hearts and declarer had the rest for plus 140.
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Here, the defence could not have done better, but
again, if East had had the ace of clubs and not the ace
of spades, two club ruffs would be needed to defeat
three spades.

four spades as South.That has risk, of course, but bridge
is a game of risk-taking. South won the club lead, took
two discards on the hearts and made ten tricks. That
was plus 170, but a loss of 10 IMPS.

What about leading the king (if one’s leads are ace
from ace-king) or queen of hearts initially and switching
to the club three at trick two? Now if East has the
ace-jack-two of clubs, East takes the ace and returns
the jack, suit-preference for hearts.West ruffs and plays
a low heart to East’s jack for another club ruff.

Board 62. Dealer East. Neither Vul.
[ 97
] Q 10 9 6
{ J85
} Q 10 8 3
West
North
East
South
—
—
1]
1[
3] 1
3[
4]
Pass
Pass
4[
Double
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. Weak, four (or more) hearts

The semi-finals were won by LORENTZ (Gabi Lorentz,
Stephen Burgess, Paul Marston, Ashley Bach, Pablo
Lambardi, Matthew Thomson) and MILNE (Liam Milne,
Ishmael Del’Monte, Adam Edgtton, Nye Griffiths, Peter
Hollands, Andy Hung) so that the final was between a
team of tried-and-true stalwarts and a team of
youngsters led by the elderly Del’Monte (in his
forties).
MILNE led 107-35 at halfway. LORENTZ won the next
two sets by 104-54, but MILNE won 161-139.
LORENTZ could have made up the leeway on many
deals. Two came near the end of the last session. With
the score 142-121:
Board 58. Dealer East. Both Vul.
[9
]AKJ963
{ 10 7 6 4
} 10 3
[AJ53
[2
] 10 7 5
] 842
{ J532
{ KQ9
}J 5
}KQ8764
[ K Q 10 8 7 6 4
]Q
{ A8
}A 9 2
West
North
East
South
Thomson Hollands
Lambardi Del’Monte
—
—
Pass
1[
Pass
1NT
2}
3[
Pass
4[
Pass
Pass
Pass
Lead: Club jack – three – four – two.
West cashed the ace of spades and continued with
the five of clubs. South won and played the king and
queen of spades. He overtook the queen of hearts
and pitched the a club and a diamond on dummy’s
top hearts When West followed suit to both high
hearts, declarer had plus 620.
At the other table, East opened two clubs, natural, 1014 points, and South bid three spades, all pass. With a
good seven-card suit and five losers, some would try
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What would you lead as West?
This is the full deal:
[AKQ8
]754
{ 942
}9 7 4
[ 97
[43
] Q 10 9 6
] AKJ83
{ J85
{ A 10 7
} Q 10 8 3
}AJ2
[ J 10 6 5 2
]2
{ KQ63
}K 6 5
West led the nine of hearts: four – king – two. What
should East do now?
East could see three tricks and knew there were no
more heart tricks for the defence. East should shift to
a minor. If he guesses to play a club, four spades will be
beaten. In practice, East played a second heart. Ishmael
Del’Monte, South, ruffed, crossed to the ace of spades,
played the two of diamonds to the king, the five of
spades to the king and the four of diamonds. East took
the ace and switched to the ace and another club.
It was too late. South won the second club with the
king, cashed the queen of diamonds and pitched a club
on the last diamond for ten tricks and plus 420. West
might have helped East find the right switch by leading
the six of hearts, which might have been read as suitpreference for clubs (if, conventionally, East/West do
not lead fourth-highest) since West would have been
known to hold the queen-ten-nine-six of hearts.
At the other table, North/South were in three spades,
for plus 170, on a trump lead. MILNE won 9 IMPs.
Had four spades been beaten, LORENTZ would have
gained 7 IMPs, a swing of 16 IMPs. Together with 10
IMPs from Board 58, that would have been enough.

DAZZLING
DISCARDS

TRANSFERRING
THE MENACE

Mark Horton, Sutton
Benger,Wilts., UK

Mark Horton, Sutton
Benger,Wilts., UK

This deal from the 2014 Camrose match between
England and Ireland was almost a contender for an
IBPA award:
Dealer East. Both Vul
[42
] 10 8 7
{ QJ9742
}8 3
[ AJ97
[ 63
] 2
] KJ654
{ 10 8 5
{ K63
}AQJ94
}K75
[ K Q 10 8 5
]AQ93
{ A
} 10 6 2
West
North
East
South
Carroll
Gold
Garvey
Forrester
—
—
Pass
1[
Pass
Pass
Double
Pass
3}
Pass
3]
Pass
3NT
Pass
Pass
Double
Pass
Pass
Pass

Everyone knows that transfers play an integral part in
the armoury of the modern expert pair. However, some
of them have extended their use in surprising ways.
Take a look at this deal from the last round of the
2014 Bulgarian Team Championships:

Declarer played two rounds of clubs ending in dummy,
and when a spade to the nine held he cashed his
remaining clubs and ducked a diamond, claiming when
South’s ace appeared, plus 750.

Dealer North. Neither Vul.
[6
]J953
{ KJ6543
}9 7
[ 10 8 5 4
[ KQJ
] K82
] 764
{ A Q 10
{ 9872
}Q42
}J 8 6
[A9732
] A Q 10
{ —
} A K 10 5 3
West
North
East
South
Isporski
Kovachev
—
Pass
Pass
1[
Pass
1NT 1
Pass
3} 2
Pass
3{ 3
Pass
3] 4
5
Pass
3NT
Pass
4} 6
Pass
4]
Pass
Pass
Pass
1. Non-forcing
2. Game forcing without five hearts or diamonds,
could have four or more clubs or any other
four-card suit
3. Four or more hearts
4. Exactly three hearts
5. Usually a diamond stopper
6. Five or more clubs

Three notrump can be defeated - had North/South
found the right path it would have been a worthy
contender for defence of the decade. When the king
of spades holds, South plays a second spade (say the
queen) or a club and declarer wins and cashes his
club tricks. North must hang on to his hearts while
South must discard the nine of hearts and the ace of
diamonds! Now declarer has no hope of a ninth trick.

Declarer won the trump lead with the ten, cashed
the ace of spades and ruffed a spade. A club to the ace
was followed by another spade ruff, a club to the king
and a club ruff, eliminating the suit from the defenders’
hands. Declarer ruffed a diamond with the queen of
hearts, cashed the ace of hearts and put West on play
with a spade. Sooner or later declarer had to score a
tenth trick with dummy’s king of diamonds.

At the other table, East did not bid over West’s three
clubs and, although declarer took nine tricks, Ireland
won 12 IMPs.

(Another winning line is to ruff a third spade. Then
declarer will eventually exit with a club to execute
the same endplay.)

Gold interpreted his partner’s double correctly and
led the ten of hearts (in theory, only a heart lead puts
the defenders ahead) covered by the jack and queen.
The king of spades took the next trick and South
switched to the three of hearts for the seven and
king (in theory putting declarer ahead).
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You will have observed that if North is declarer in
four hearts, a trump lead will be a killer. With neither
three notrump nor five clubs having a realistic chance
of making, the only playable game is four hearts by
South - indeed, although the board was played 24 times,
this was the only table at which a game was recorded.

NEWS &
VIEWS
Des Deery

BLOG
TROTTER
Quentin Robert,
Paris
(From Le Bridgeur)

The Keohane Nor th American Bridge
Championships’ Swiss Teams at the ACBL’s Fall
Nationals consists of two sessions of qualifying, two
more of semifinals and finally, two sessions of finals,
all over three days. One hundred and eighty-one
teams entered the event in Phoenix in December
last year; 46 qualified for the final day.
The following board displayed perfectly-executed
bidding by Carlos Pellegrini (Argentina) and Diego
Brenner (Brazil and Spain) of the Meltzer team in
their semifinal encounter with Bob Hamman and
Sam Lev of the Tulin team.
[—
] A K Q 10 7 6
{ 984
}K Q J 9
[842
]953
{ A 10 2
}A 8 6 4
West
North
Lev
Brenner
—
1]
2[
3[
Pass
5}
Pass
5]
Pass
Pass
1. Encouraging

East
Hamman
Pass
4[
Pass
Pass
Pass

Deery had an impish sense of humour, represented
by this tale told at his funeral. At the 1972 World
Championships in Miami, Desmond had just finished
a match against Great Britain and was returning to his
room when, in the lift, he met Jeremy Flint, who had
been sitting out the last match. “How did it go?”
enquired Jeremy. “Twenty to minus two,” said
Desmond with a glum face. “Bad luck, chaps!” said
Jeremy. Only later in the bar did poor Jeremy find out
that it was Ireland who had won by the
aforementioned score.

Photo Credit Omission
We neglected to mention that the EBL photo of Guido
Ferraro that appeared in the last Bulletin was taken
by Elisabeth van Ettinger of The Hague. We apologize
for the (unintended) omission.

Link to Bourke
South
Pellegrini
2]
Pass 1
5{
6}

With such good clubs, Brenner was delighted to
pass six clubs. All that was required for him to make
the contract was a spade ruff in hand. At the other
table, the Tulin team bid to five hearts, making 11
tricks.
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Popular Irish player Des Deery, a longtime resident of
the Costa del Sol, has died in Marbella. Deery was a
law graduate of Queen’s University, Belfast and a very
knowledeable antiques and art collector. Deery retired
to Spain in 1983 and established the Marbella Bridge
Club, which became a meeting place for bridge players
from all over the world. Deery played for Northerm
Ireland in over 40 Camrose matches and represented
both Ireland and Spain in World and European
Championships. He was a multi-talented man, with a
beautiful singing voice, good enough to be a soloist at
many weddings.

IBPA columnist and prolific author Tim Bourke has
written a new book, The Art of Declarer Play, with Justin
Corfield. Copy and paste the attached link into your
browser to be taken there:
http://animoto.com/play/
DDiBmGOTOOvywo9fHyRGMQ

Clement Wong
Clement Wong of Hong Kong, bridge’s Renaissance
Man and the author of Master Point Press Book of
the Year finallist “The Amazing Queen” has a new book:
“The Amazing Conglomerates - A Theory of Perception
and Performance”. Wong thanks IBPA members for
their support.

two winning the first World Senior Pairs in 1990.
Dormer won the Gold Cup, the British Knockout
Teams Championships, twice, in 1958 with Rimington
and in 1962 with Hiron.
Dormer was born in Greenwich and educated at Roan
School, but when he was 14 years old the start of the
second World War interrupted his education. He took
a job as an office boy until joining the Royal Air Force
at the end of 1943. He was still in training for Air Crew
when hostilities ceased. He left the RAF and qualified
as a Chartered Surveyor working for London County
Council.
Dormer was editor of the British Bridge World
magazine from 1962-64. He then left temporarily for
the USA where he was an Associate Editor for the
American Contract Bridge League and co-editor of
the early editions of the Bridge Encyclopedia. Dormer
was the author of ten books on bridge.
Patrick Jourdain, Cardiff

ALBERT DORMER
1925-2014
Albert Dormer of Scotland died on 18th March at 88.
Dormer was a leading author and editor of books and
magazines about bridge. He was Reuters’ bridge
correspondent at world bridge championships for two
decades, and then bridge correspondent of The Times
from 1990-1994.
In 1971 the World Bridge Federation appointed
Dormer Editor of their World Bridge News. The
following year he also became the bridge journalists’s
journalist as Editor of the International Bridge Press
Association Bulletin, sending bridge stories every month
to the world’s bridge journalists, a post he held for
ten years. Dormer was the IBPA Personality of the
Year in 1982.
Jaime Ortiz-Patiño, a member of the Bolivian tin-mining
dynasty, became President of the World Bridge
Federation in 1976 and continued Dormer’s post as
Editor for the WBF until 1986 when he retired from
the presidency. The two became firm friends and, in
1982, Dormer became Ortiz-Patiño’s Executive
Assistant. Dormer’s editorship of World Bridge News
ended the following year and he was appointed editor
of Valderrama’s golf magazine that went to golfers
around the world. When Dormer retired after an
illness, he went to the wilds of Scotland in
Invernesshire.
Dormer learned bridge after WWII and represented
England in the Camrose Home Internationals in the
1950s, partnering Derek Rimington. In 1962, he took
up a long-standing partnership with Alan Hiron, bridge
correspondent of the Independent, which led to the

Here, from the Daily Telegraph Cup of 25 years ago, is
a deal played by Dormer that has acquired a lasting if
obscure place in the literature of the game. (From the
IBPA Handbook 2013.)
[ QJ
] J 10 6
{ KQ74
}A K 5 3
[ K9853
[ 10 4 2
] 532
] KQ
{ A2
{ J 10 9 5
}J86
} Q 10 7 2
[A76
]A9874
{ 863
}9 4
North opened one notrump and Dormer as South
landed in four hearts. West, Adam Meredith, opened
with the ace of diamonds and continued the suit. A
trump from the table was covered by East’s queen,
declarer winning with the ace. What now?
It was clear that a diamond ruff threatened. After a
spot of brow-clutching, Dormer hit upon the
expedient, before playing a second round of trumps,
of playing off the ace-king and ruffing a club. As it
happened, the stratagem was successful. In with his
king of trumps, East could either give partner a diamond
ruff or he could lead a spade, but the defenders could
not get both tricks.
When the defenders compared scores with their
teammates, Meredith announced, “They made four
hearts”.
“They don’t if you lead diamonds”, said his teammate,
Pedro Juan.
“I did lead diamonds”, replied Meredith sadly.
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Correspondence
The Editor reserves the right to abridge and/or edit correspondence.
Email: ibpaeditor@sympatico.ca
John,
Concerning your comments in the March bulletin:
1. It is not true to say that, until 2006, the European
Championship was a complete round robin. The 1952
event was held in two divisions with a semi-final and
final. Nor is it true to say that the 1932 Championship
contained only two teams – Austria, Belgium, Germany,
Great Britain, Netherlands and Norway all took part.
2. As a retired taxation practitioner, I take the greatest
exception to your description of the First Tier Tax
Tribunal as “a tax tribunal acting out of pure
bureaucratic self-interest”. The Tribunal is entirely
independent of HM Revenue & Customs and makes
its decisions in accordance with the law as it sees it:
for what it is worth, I agree with the Tribunal’s analysis.
It may be the case that tribunals in some of our former
colonies act of bureaucratic self-interest but it is most
certainly not the case in the Mother Country.
Richard Fleet, Berkhamsted, UK
Hi John,
The changes you suggest for a new Bermuda Bowl
formula are okay, but for the Europeans, how to divide
the two zones is indeed a problem - that is one issue.
A second is that I cannot imagine not having a European
Champion. If the WBF created two zones, in my
opinion, a match for the title of European champion
between the winners of both zones should be played.
Regards, Marek Wojcicki, Przemysl, Poland
To the editor,
The WBF made comments about Ian McKinnon’s
article in the January 2014 issue of the IBPA Bulletin.
WBF defends most of Ian’s critiques, but still there
are some things that WBF obviously have not thought
of.
1.The scale is published as numbers with two decimals.
This is OK for humans but today’s computers store
them mostly as binary coded numbers. Thus the
published numbers cannot be exactly the same as the
computer’s representation. (There are some
programming languages that allow you to store
numbers as integers, with an imaginary decimal point,
that is, they are finally after all calculation divided by
10^n, to get the real numbers for presentation)
2. Paragraph 3 in WBF’s rebuttal states clearly the
objectives: the sensitivity should be strictly positive
18

and the concavity strictly negative. This is the case for
the continuous function that lies behind the
calculations. For integer values of IMPs WBF calculated
the corresponding VP’s and rounded them to two
decimals. Then it was found the objectives were not
met in many instances. They then wrote a program
that adjusted the VPvalues up or down by 0.01
(perhaps even more) to achieve the objectives and
keeping the starting point at 0.00 and endpoint at
20.00. Even by then, the criterion was not met in all
instances as WBF tells. The published VP values can
differ from the correct value by 0.015 or more. Still
WBF vigourously advocates that two decimals are
enough. Adding one more digit and telling it is a 16 bit
integer will in fact lessen the storage need in computer
systems.
What should be done?
My suggestion is to have all formulae as before, but
before calculation and rounding, multiply them by
1000. Obviously then the objectives are met
automatically without any corrections. The thus found
values are integers and milliVP (abbreviated mVP as in
normal engineering) and should be tabulated as such.
There is no rounding in any computer system. Then
when competition results are shown to the public,
the values behind are still integers - and remain so but are divided by 1000 and rounded to zero, one, or
two decimals according to a setting of, e.g., checkboxes
that can easily be changed. If two teams would have
the same displayed value, then one decimal is
automatically added to the display, thus showing the
real difference.
Let us hope that WBF admit its mistake and makes
necessary corrections.
Kaj Backus, Helsinki
Dear John,
Regarding Pula:As always the tournament (bridge week)
in Pula will take place in September. And we’d like to
have it entered into your calender as in previous years.
The details are:
International Bridge Festival
Sept. 6th-17th.Pula, Croatia
www.pulabridgefestival.com
Info and bookings: tihana@pilar.hr
Thanks, Jeff Easterson, Perpignan, France

Postscriptum: This is a pretty big tournament. More
than 100 teams and 270 pairs from 40 countries.
Accommodation incredibly inexpensive.
Ciao, JE
Hello John,
My partner, Phia van Lohuizen, and I are organising an
international bridge tournament in Marbella
(www.marbellabridge.com) in November this year and
would really appreciate it if this information could be
included in your bulletin’s calendar with a link to our
URL. All information can be found on our website and
we will be more than happy to answer any questions.
Kind regards, Geeta Siersma, Marbella
info@marbellabridge.com +34 635299375
Dear Sirs,
This mail goes out to the main member federations of
the EBL, to Mr. Yves Aubrey, President of the EBL and
to a couple of international bridge journalists. It
concerns Mr. Roy Welland’s eligibility to represent
Germany in the European Championships in Croatia
later this year.
Bridge is the only sport/game in the world where
players, not having the nationality of a country, are able
to represent this country (at least I am not aware of
any other sport/game where this is allowed). For such
cases the EBL has defined the Bona Fide Residency
Requirements as one‘s actual or true residence for at
least two years prior to the event, for Opatija the target
date is 01.01.2012, as stated by the EBL.
Mr. Welland, who is an American citizen and resident
of New York City, has a well-known life- and bridgepartnership with Ms. Sabine Auken, who has lived for
decades in Charlottenlund, Denmark (but who was born
in Germany and retains German citizenship - there is no
question of Auken’s eligibiility to represent Germany. - Ed.).
Germany is among the most-regulated countries in
the world, which is especially true for foreigners who
want to live here legally. In living here legally/bona fide,
you need to have a certificate of residence and as a
non-EU alien traveling on a U.S. passport, you also
need a permit of residence stamped by the German
Aliens Registration Authority right into your U.S.
passport. None of this prevented the German Bridge
Federation asking the EBL for approval, and now comes
the big surprise for outside people like me, they got
it!
So the EBL‘s approval of Mr. Welland representing
Germany in Croatia is a severe violation of EBL
regulations, committed by the EBL itself.
With best regards, Nedju Buchlev, Heidelberg, Germany
n-buchlev@t-online.de
Yves Aubrey’s reply can be read at www.newinbridge.nl.

Sabine Auken replies here:
Hi John,
Mr. Buchlev was a losing finalist in the German trials
for Opatija. We didn’t hear of any objections to Roy’s
participation before the trials, but since then
Mr. Buchlev seems to have been on a crusade against us.
Perhaps he imagines if he gets us disqualified, he would
be deemed the German representative (although I’m
sure the team we defeated in the semi-final might raise
an objection.) His email is filled with incorrect statements,
unfounded accusations and allegations he cannot
prove. EBL has a list of criteria that must be satisfied in
order to be recognized as a bona fide resident. Roy has
provided EBL with the required documentation, including
the certificate of residence, the legal proof of residency,
dated Dec. 16, 2011, based upon which EBL has
approved his eligibility.
Regards, Sabine Auken, Charlottenlund, Denmark
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