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Entrance to the IBPA Awards Ceremony at the Hainan Bridge Festival in Sanya 

 
 

2 of 24 



 

 
 

The Winners — from the Daily Bulletin at the HBF in Sanya 
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The IBPA Awards Ceremony opens the Hainan Bridge Festival in Sanya 
 

 
 

The winners of the 2018 IBPA Awards on stage in Sanya; (l. to r.) Bob Hamman, 
Boye Brogeland, GeO Tislevoll, Wang WenFei, Shen Qi and Matt Smith 

 

 
 

More from the IBPA Awards Ceremony at the Hainan Bridge Festival in Sanya 
 

(All photos from the Hainan Bridge Festival courtesy of the HBF)
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IBPA Personality of the Year 
Bob Hamman 

 

 
 

Bob Hamman, who, at 80, won his thirty-first medal in World Championship 
play in 2018, 11 more than anyone else. 
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          The 1973 Dallas Aces: Standing (l. to r.)                            Hamman’s  
                   Ira Corn, Mark Blumenthal,                                     autobiography, 
                  Bobby Wolff, Mike Lawrence;                                 co-authored with 
  Seated (l. to r.) Bobby Goldman, Bob Hamman                      Brent Manley 

 
 

    
 

Hamman in Sanya accepting the award as 2018 Personality of the Year 
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Our Personality of the Year, Bob Hamman, was the No. 1-ranked bridge player in the world for 
more than 20 years. He has won ten Bermuda Bowls, one Team Olympiad, one World Open Pairs, 
and two Senior Teams world titles; he has 13 World Championship runners-up. Additionally, 
Hamman has garnered 51 North American Bridge Championships. He has been playing in World 
Championships since 1964; he is on the very short list for the greatest of all time. 
 
This year, Hamman won his thirty-first World Championship medal, playing in the Rand Senior 
Teams in Orlando. That is 11 more medals than his nearest competitors, long-time partner Bobby 
Wolff and Giorgio Belladonna. 
 
When the Dallas Aces were formed by Ira Corn in 1968, Bobby Wolff was charged by Corn with 
filling out the roster. One of Wolff’s first choices was Hamman, then 30 years old and a full-time 
rubber-bridge and professional player from California. Other commitments kept Hamman from 
joining the Aces immediately but, in 1969, he moved permanently to Dallas to join the team. With 
Coach Joe Musemici instilling military-like discipline and practice drills in the team, they had 
immediate success, winning the Spingold in 1969, the Reisinger in 1970 and the Vanderbilt in 1971. 
Bermuda Bowl success followed in 1970 and 1971. 
 
Hamman played with Eddie Kantar in the 1969 Bermuda Bowl. They lost, and promptly terminated 
their partnership. In 1980, emboldened by Bermuda Bowl successes with other partners, they 
decided to try again. Before beginning play in a tournament in Reno, Kantar found, as he explained in 
an entertaining article in the ACBL Bulletin, that he had to review ''Robert's Rules.'' These are not 
the more-famous “Robert’s Rules of Order”, but rather rules to order the conduct of Robert 
Hamman's partners. They are: 
Rule 1: If a number of bids are available and one of them is three notrump, bid three notrump. 
Rule 2: Never play Robert for the perfect hand. He never has it. 
Rule 3: If everyone at the table seems to be bidding his head off, trust them, not Robert. 
Rule 4:  When contemplating a slam, always subtract a king from what it sounds like Robert has 

before deciding whether or not to bid the slam. 
Rule 5: Be practical. 
Rule 6: Do the right thing. 
 
Writing in The New York Times, Alan Truscott stated, “Unfortunately, the rules gave no guidance 
about situations in which the rules were in conflict. Poor Kantar kept wanting to make aggressive 
three-notrump bids in accordance with Rule 1, but had to worry about Rules 2 and 3, not to 
mention 6. When he moved toward a slam and went down one in five spades, he was charged, of 
course, with having broken Rules 2 and 4. 
 
In the world at large, Bob Hamman is known as the founder and CEO of SCA Promotions, a Dallas-
based risk-management firm specializing in sports events and sweepstakes. SCA insured the U.S. 
Postal Service through Tailwind Sports against Lance Armstrong’s winning his seventh Tour de 
France. When Armstrong did win, SCA refused to pay after reports that he was a drug cheat 
surfaced in France and Britain. Armstrong successfully sued SCA for the $5 million bonus and was 
awarded a $7.5 million decision (including costs) by the courts. SCA successfully countersued when 
Armstrong admitted drug cheating with PEDs, reportedly being awarded $10 million in early 2015. 
SCA reached a settlement agreement with Armstrong later in that year. 
 
A film by Stephen Frears about Armstrong and the pervasive performance-enhancing drug culture of 
the U.S. Postal Service cycling team called The Program premiered at the 2015 Toronto International 
Film Festival. Hamman was a character in the film, played by Dustin Hoffman. When asked when he 
planned to arrive in Toronto for the film, Hamman, revealing his priorities, replied, “I need to be in 
Dallas — it’s on a football Sunday. I’ll catch it when it comes to Dallas.” 
 
 



Keri Klinger Memorial 
Declarer Play of the Year 

 
 

Winner: Boye Brogeland (Norway) 
Journalist: Mark Horton (England) 

Article: The Lion in Winter 
Event: 2nd European Winter Games, Open Teams Quarterfinals, Monte Carlo, February 2018 

Source: Daily Bulletin #7, p. 7 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Boye Brogeland in Sanya, accepting the award for the 
Keri Klinger Memorial Declarer Play of the Year 
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The Lion in Winter 
Mark Horton, Sutton Benger, UK 

 
Board 18. Dealer East. NS Vul. 
   [ Q 
   ] Q J 9 
   { K Q 8 2 
   } A 8 7 6 5 
 [ J 10 5 4   [ K 8 6 3 
 ] 3   ] 10 8 2 
 { A J 10 9 5   { 7 3 
 } J 4 2   } K Q 9 3 
   [ A 9 7 2 
   ] A K 7 6 5 4 
   { 6 4 
   } 10 
 

Netherlands Red had taken a narrow 5-IMP lead against Mahaffey in their quarterfinal match. The 
Closed Room had finished play while there were still seven deals to play at the other table. Nothing 
bad had happened for either team, but there were no obvious deals on which Mahaffey could hope 
to gain. By the time board 18 settled on the table Mahaffey had narrowed the gap with a couple of 
overtricks. Close to 4000 spectators already knew the result in the other room: 
 
Closed Room 
West North East South 
Zia Verbeek Meckstroth Molenaar 
– – Pass 1] 
2{ 2NT Pass 4] 
All Pass 
 
West led the four of spades and declarer won with the ace and played a diamond to the king. When 
it held, he cashed the ace of clubs, and cross-ruffed spades and clubs, eventually pitching a diamond 
on the fourth club, finishing with eleven tricks, plus 650. 
 
Open Room 
West North East South 
Nab  Lindqvist  Drijver  Brogeland 
–  –  Pass  1] 
Pass  2}  Pass  2] 
Pass  3]  Pass  4}* 
Pass  4{*  Pass  4NT* 
Pass  5}*  Pass  5{* 
Pass  6{*  Pass  6] 
All Pass 
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The players had no way of knowing that the auction in this room ensured that this would be the deal 
that decided the outcome of the match. We had quite a few kibitzers in the Bulletin Room. The 
general feeling was that declarer would be unlikely to find the winning line — after all, the problem 
had proved too much for Helgemo. 
 
West led the two of clubs and declarer won with the ace. He ruffed a club and played a diamond. 
West took the ace and returned the jack and declarer won with the king and continued with the 
queen. East ruffed with the eight of hearts and declarer overruffed, cashed the ace of spades, ruffed a 
spade, ruffed a club, ruffed a spade, ruffed a club, ruffed a spade and played a diamond, collecting 
East’s ten-two of hearts. Bravo Boye from the thousands watching online. The 13 IMPs so brilliantly 
earned on this deal proved decisive. 
 
This is a fascinating hand, with many complex facets. 
 
In simple terms, declarer starts with six trump tricks, two aces and at least one diamond. That 
makes it clear that declarer will need to ruff some spades, so the drawing of trumps must be 
postponed. As it happens the only lead that defeats the slam (in theory, as it is still possible for the 
defence to go wrong) is a trump. Declarer wins in dummy, cashes the ace of clubs, ruffs a club and 
plays a diamond. Say West takes the ace. It is now essential to play a second diamond. If West plays, 
for example, a spade for the queen, king and ace, declarer ruffs a spade and can then play trumps, 
squeezing West in the pointed suits (of course its better to establish the clubs!) A trump lead is an 
unlikely choice, as it may pick up partner’s holding, but there is one aspect that is worth noting. Give 
West the eight of hearts and East the ten-three-two and now the only lead that allows the slam to 
make is the ace of diamonds! 
 
Declarer will win the diamond continuation, cash the ace of clubs, ruff a club, cash the ace of spades, 
ruff a spade and play the queen of diamonds, when East has no good move. If West leads a club, 
declarer wins with dummy’s ace, ruffs a club and plays a diamond. Now West must duck, only taking 
the ace after declarer has ruffed another club, and plays a second diamond. A trump switch now is in 
time to beat the contract, perhaps safer than playing the ten of diamonds, as partner must ruff with 
the ten of hearts, which brings the heart eight into the game. 
 
 

 
Other Shortlisted Candidates

 
 Bulletin Player  Author
 Jan. 2018, p. 5  Jan Hugo Lie  Knut Kjærnsrød 
 Jul. 2018, p. 7  Roy Welland Barry Rigal 
 Oct. 2018, p. 11  Geir Helgemo  Knut Kjærnsrød 
 Aug. 2017,p. 10 Ron Tacchi  Mark Horton 
 Nov. 2017, p. 7  Sylvia Shi  Daniel Korbel 
 Dec. 2017, p.9  Magdalena Tichá  Jos Jacobs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Li Jie (Jerry) explains to an enthralled audience how Boye Brogeland made six 
hearts on the Keri Klinger Memorial Declarer Play of the Year 
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Gidwani Family Trust 
Defence of the Year 

 

 
 

Dilip Gidwani, representing IBPA in Sanya 
 

Winner: GeO Tislevoll (New Zealand) 
Journalist: Liam Milne (Australia) 

Article: Viking Bridge — Unwanted Gift 
Event: 2018 North Island Teams (NZ) 

Source: IBPA Bulletin 639, April 2018, p. 3 

 

 
 

GeO Tislevoll, winner of the Gidwani Family Trust Defence of the Year 
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Unwanted Gift 

Liam Milne, Sydney 

When one must give declarer something eventually, it is often right to make that gift as soon as 
possible. Sometimes an early concession will come at an inconvenient moment for your opponent. 

Board 27. Dealer South. Neither Vul.  
   [ K 10 9 7 6 5 2 
   ] J 
   { J 6 4 
   } K J 
 [ Q   [ J 8 3 
 ] 5 4   ] A K Q 10 7 3 2 
 { K Q 10 9 3  { A 
 } Q 10 4 3 2  } 9 8 
    [ A 4 
   ] 9 8 6 
   { 8 7 5 2 
   } A 7 6 5 

West North East South 
– – – Pass 
Pass 3[ 4] Pass 
Pass Pass 

This deal is from the 2018 North Island Teams in New Zealand. 

South (Michael Ware) led the ace of spades. With a singleton of the suit led in dummy, North/South 
play suit preference at trick one, so North (GeO Tislevoll) played the two of spades to signal for 
clubs. Ware duly played the ace of clubs followed by the five of clubs to the king. With three tricks 
in the bag, Tislevoll paused to consider the situation. Let’s walk with him through what we know as 
North, followed by what we must assume to beat the contract. 

Partner is a passed hand and has already shown up with two aces. He can’t hold the ace of diamonds 
as well, and if he has a natural trump trick, declarer will go down whatever we play. 

How many clubs do partner and declarer have? It looks like partner has four clubs and declarer has 
two, but it’s possible that partner is the one with the doubleton. If so, we’ll have to hope partner 
turns up with a trump trick. So, we can safely assume declarer has no more clubs left. 

What about the spade suit? With four spades, partner would definitely have bid four spades, and 
with three he would often have pushed on to four spades anyway, knowing that there looked to be a 
ten-card fit. Besides, if declarer has only one spade left, it’s hard to see what we can do to create 
another trick. 

Given the lack of prospects in the minors, is there any chance of promoting a trump trick for 
partner? Yes: if partner has no spades left, we can simply play a spade, and partner will be able to ruff 
in front of dummy with a heart higher than the five. But is there any real rush to do this? Not really. 
If declarer has 4=6=1=2 shape, we can afford to play anything. Declarer can’t run the diamonds, as 
they are blocked, and he will have to play spades himself. Partner can ruff in front of dummy and 
return a trump, and we shall make two more spades later. 
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How can we beat the contract if declarer has only three spades? A trump shift would appeal to 
many, given dummy’s spade shortness and lack of long trumps. Projecting the play, however, the 
trump shift can’t really work. Declarer will win the switch and either draw trumps and run the 
diamonds, or ruff a spade over to dummy and play off dummy’s myriad minor-suit winners. Denying 
declarer two ruffs doesn’t do anything because he was never going to take two ruffs. 

If declarer can run a minor suit, we aren’t likely to beat this contract. The focus must be on declarer 
holding good trumps, the bare ace of diamonds, no more clubs, and three spades. On the critical 
layouts, therefore, declarer most likely has 3=7=1=2 shape. Declarer’s key problem is where to park 
the two spade losers. The 3=7=1=2 shape is one of the many layouts where a trump shift does 
nothing good for us, and likewise a diamond shift won’t work. Declarer will win the diamond, take 
one round of trumps and then play as if we had switched to trumps. 

Assuming our play matters, neither a diamond nor a heart is doing anything good, so it has to be a 
spade and it has to be now, counter-intuitively giving declarer a chance for a ruff in the dummy 
immediately. Which spade — the king or a low one? 

If partner has the jack of spades, both plays are the same, so assume declarer started with three 
spades to the jack. Playing the king, ruffed in the dummy, sets up declarer’s jack. He will draw trumps 
and claim, still assuming the trumps are solid. So, Tislevoll played a low spade at trick four. The full 
deal was exactly as he had imagined it to be, and this time his play mattered a lot! Declarer won with 
the jack, but this unwanted gift came too early to be useful. If declarer drew trumps, he’d be left 
with a losing spade. If declarer instead tried to ruff his last spade, South would have ruffed in front of 
dummy to beat the contract. 

This deal was aesthetically appealing, not only because of the nice play and unusual theme, but also 
because of the situation declarer found himself in at the end: he had been gifted a cheap trick by the 
opponents and there were about fifteen tricks between declarer’s hand and dummy, yet there was 
no way to come to ten tricks! 
 
 

 
 

Other Shortlisted Candidates 
 

 Bulletin Player(s) Author
 Jul. 2017, p.7  Aida & Jan Jansma David Berkowitz 
 Apr. 2018, p. 3  GeO Tislevoll  Liam Milne 
 Sep. 2017, p. 20  Mike Becker/Allan Graves  John Carruthers  
 Nov. 2017, p. 16  Geir Helgemo  Peter Gill 
 Mar. 2018, p. 16 Judy Scown  Terry Brown 
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Yeh Bros. Best Bid Deal of the Year 
 
 

Winners: Wang Wenfei/Shen Qi (China) 
Journalist: Jian-Jian Wang (USA) 

Article: 7 Is Better Than 8 
Event: 2017 Venice Cup, Round 21, China v. USA2 

Source: IBPA Bulletin 637, February 2018, p. 10 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wang WenFei and Shen Qi receive the award for the 
Yeh Bros. Best Bid Hand of the Year 
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7 Is Better Than 8 

JJ Wang, College Park, MD 
 

 
 

It is often very difficult, if not impossible, to play in a superior seven-card fit rather than an inferior 
eight-card fit. This is mainly because players generally rate the shape of the hand higher than the 
location of the high-card points. 

Qi Shen and Wenfei Wang, playing as the anchor pair for the Chinese Women’s Team, showed us a 
perfect example of how to accomplish this tough task on the last board of their final Venice-Cup 
round-robin match against USA2. 

Board 32. Dealer West. EW Vul. 
   [ 10 8 5 
   ] 9 8 2 
   { 10 
   } 10 9 8 7 6 4 
 [ K   [ A Q J 9 3 2 
 ] A K Q J 5   ] 4 3 
 { A J 5 3   { Q 9 6 2 
 } Q 5 3   } A 
   [ 7 6 4 
   ] 10 7 6 
   { K 8 7 4 
   } K J 2 

West North East South 
Shen Jenkins W. Wang Winestock 
1}1 Pass 1[2 Pass 
2] Pass 2[ Pass 
2NT3 Pass 3[ Pass 
4{4 Pass 4NT5 Pass 
5{6 Pass 5NT7 Pass 
7] 8 Pass 7[9 Pass 
Pass Pass 
1. 16+ HCP 
2. 5+ spades, 8+ HCP 
3. Waiting 
4. Diamond control 
5. Roman Key-Card Blackwood 
6. 0 or 3 key cards 
7. Asks for specific kings 
8. I believe we have 13 tricks in hearts 
9. Here is the best spot 
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The play was simple, and Wenfei soon recorded plus 2210. 

The key moments in the auction were: 
(i.) Two notrump and three spades. Both players showed great ability in hand evaluation and keen 

table sense by focusing on their strong primary suit rather than introducing the mediocre 
second suit, in this case the four-card diamond suit. 

(ii.) The control-bid of four diamonds with the singleton king of spades in support. This confirmed 
spades as trumps, paving the road to the best contract. 

(iii.) The two-round Roman Key-Card Blackwood bids are very clear-minded. 

At the other table: 

West North East South 
Moss Huang Goldberg N. Wang 
1] Pass 1[ Pass 
2NT Pass 3}1 Pass 
3{ Pass 4{ Pass 
4[2 Pass 4NT3 Pass 
5] 4 Pass 6{ Pass 
Pass Pass 
1. Asking 
2. Control in spades 
3. Roman Key-Card Blackwood 
4. 2 key cards without the diamond queen 

It was somewhat lucky for Moss to find Huang’s singleton diamond to be the ten, as she might even 
have gone down if the singleton had been the king or a low card. Making six diamonds was good for 
plus 1370, but 13 IMPs to China. 

Among the 22 teams in the quest for the Venice Cup, half of them made six diamonds the final 
contract, and two declarers went down.  Two pairs played in six hearts, three in six spades, and one 
in six notrump. Two stopped in three notrumps, and one in four spades. Only two pairs reached a 
grand slam, and Qi and Wenfei were the only pair landing in seven spades, the best contract. The 
other grand-slam bidders chose seven hearts, which required some good fortune after a club lead.  

This deal helped China en route to a 67-5 win, which converted to 20:0 in VP. 
 
 
 

Other Shortlisted Candidates: 
 
 Bulletin  Player(s)  Author
 Sep. 2017, p. 21  Andrew Robson/David Gold  Mark Horton 
 Apr. 2018, p. 14 Geoff Hampson John Carruthers 
 May 2018, p.12  Neil Rosen  Andrew Robson 
 Jul. 2017, p.10  Andrew Rosenthal/Marion Michielsen  David Bird 
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Richard Freeman 
Junior Deal of the Year 

 
 

Winner: Matt Smith (Australia) 
Journalist: Paul Lavings (Australia) 

Article: A Matter of Timing 
Event: 2017 ANC Youth Interstate Teams 

Source: IBPA Bulletin 631, August 2017, p. 9 
 
 

 
 

Matt Smith accepts the award for the Richard Freeman Junior Deal of the Year 
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OZ BRIDGE 
A Matter of Timing 

Paul Lavings, Sydney 
 

Playing for New South Wales in the ANC Youth Interstate Teams event, Matt Smith faced this 
problem in Round 7 of the Qualifying Round Robin on a board where many declarers failed to make 
their four-spade contract: 

Round 7. Board 11. Dealer South. Neither Vul.  
   [ Q 10 9 7 3 
   ] K 4 
   { 8 6 5 2 
   } A 10 
 [ 6 5   [ 8 4 2 
 ] 10 8 2   ] Q 9 7 6 5 
 { A J 10 7   { Q 9 
 } K 9 8 3   } Q J 6 
   [ A K J 
   ] A J 3 
   { K 4 3 
   } 7 5 4 2 

West North East South 
   Ranson    Smith 
– – – 1NT 
Pass 2]1 Pass 2[ 
Pass 3NT Pass 4[ 
Pass Pass Pass 
1. Transfer 

Smith played with great foresight. West led the eight of hearts; Smith won with the king, cashed the 
ace of clubs, finessed to the jack of hearts and pitched the ten of clubs on the ace of hearts. He then 
ruffed a club high, came back to hand with a low trump, ruffed a second club high, came back with 
another low trump and ruffed a third club. In all, he scored three trump tricks with ace-king-jack, 
three club ruffs in dummy with the queen-ten-nine, three hearts and a club for ten tricks and 10 
IMPs.  

If you let the heart lead run to the jack, the timing is gone for the three club ruffs in dummy. Smith’s 
line succeeds when the heart finesse wins (by no means a certainty), hearts are no worse than 5-3 
and the club ace stands up. 

 
 

Other Shortlisted Candidates: 
 
 Bulletin  Name Author
 Nov. 2017, p. 15  Ola Rimstedt  PO Sundelin 
 Feb. 2018, p. 7  Adam Grossack  Phillip Alder 
 Oct. 2017, p. 7  Noah Apteker  TomTownsend 
 Oct. 2017, p. 11  Stig Dybdahl  Knut Kjærnsrød 
 Oct. 2017, p. 12  Ola Rimstedt  Knut Kjærnsrød 
 
 



 
 

The Master Point Press 
IBPA Book of the Year 

(Awarded at the World Bridge Series in Orlando, Oct. 1, 2018) 
 

The Language of Bridge 
(Bridge Winners Press) 

by Kit Woolsey, USA 
 

 
 

 
From the publisher: 

Bridge is a game of communication between partners. As such, the methods of communication used 
in bridge – the bids we make during the auction and cards we play on defense – constitute a 
language. Understanding how to speak that language requires more than learning what the different 
“words” mean; one must know how and why to use these “words.” 

Like words in a sentence, an individual bid’s meaning will be augmented and amplified by the context 
of the auction and sequence of other bids. In order to learn to speak this language fluently, we also 
have to learn to think correctly. As when we are speaking English, we use our bridge language 
(“Bringlish”) in the pursuit of a goal. The goal of bidding is to get to the best contract, not to follow 

 
 

20 of 24 



some rules or “describe your hand.” The goal of defense is setting the contract or taking the 
maximum number of tricks, not telling partner what you hold or giving the “right” signal. 
Kit Woolsey tackles this subject in characteristic style: clear and logical analysis, supported by 
numerous example hands. Kit’s unique perspective on bridge offers insights valuable to players of all 
levels. 
 
 

 
 

Kit Woolsey receives the Master Point Press IBPA 
2018 Book of the Year Award from IBPA President Barry Rigal 

at the World Bridge Series in Orlando, October 1, 2018 
 
 

Other Shortlisted Candidates
Augie Boehm, Expert Hand Evaluation, 2017, 142 pp, paperback, $14.95 

Fred Gitelman/Jeff Rubens, Playing Suit Combinations, 2017, 96 pp, paperback, $16.95 
Eric Kokish/Mark Horton, Close Encounters: Bridge’s Greatest Matches: 1964-2001, Book 1, 2018, 

262 pp, paperback, $21.95 
Paul Thurston, Playing 2/1 — The Rest of the Story, 2017, 200 pp, paperback, $19.95 
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Alan Truscott Memorial Award 
(Awarded at the World Bridge Series in Orlando, Oct. 1, 2018) 

 

 
Alan Truscott, circa 1964, The New York Times 

 
The Alan Truscott Award is presented periodically to an individual or organisation that, in the 
opinion of the IBPA Executive, has done something in the world of bridge that Alan would have 
approved of and appreciated. Alan was an IBPA Executive member, serving as its president from 
1981 to 1985 and was the long-time bridge editor of the New York Times. Alan was also a fine 
player: before leaving Great Britain for the United States, Alan represented Great Britain 
internationally, earning a first and second in the European Team Championships and a third in the 
Bermuda Bowl. Before such things were forbidden, he served as the NPC for Bermuda and Brazil in 
World Championships. 
 

2018 Recipients: Bridge Baron, 
Stephen Smith & Ron Tacchi 

The Alan Truscott Memorial Award for 2018 goes to Bridge Baron, competitor in the 2017 
Computer Bridge World Championship, its developer Stephen Smith, and the author of the article  
in that Championship, Ron Tacchi. 
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The 21st World Computer Championship 
Ron Tacchi, Vaupillon, France 

 
In the World Computer Bridge Championships, the leading scores in the seven-team Round Robin 
were: Wbridge5 74.36, Synrey Bridge 69.65, Micro Bridge 65.87, RoboBridge 62.52. In the ensuing 
64-board semifinals, Wbridge5 defeated RoboBridge 194-109 and Synrey Bridge beat Micro Bridge 
131-92. In the final, Wbridge5, created by Yves Costel, topped Synrey, 111-105. Details can be found 
at www.bridgebotchampionship.com. 
 
Al Levy, coordinator of the World Computer Championships, showed me this example from Round 
6 of good defence and equally good play; Micro Bridge faced Bridge Baron. 
 
Dealer West. Both Vul. 
   [ K 6 4 2 
   ] 8 6 
   { 8 6 
   } Q 8 6 3 2 
 [ A 10 7   [ Q J 9 5 3 
 ] 4 2   ] 10 9 
 { K J 7 3 2   { Q 10 4 
 } K 7 5   } J 10 4 
   [ 8 
   ] A K Q J 7 5 3 
   { A 9 5 
   } A 9 

West North East South 
BB MB BB MB 
1{ Pass 1[ 4] 
Pass Pass Pass 
 

West got off to an excellent start by leading a trump. Any other card but a trump or the ace of 
spades would have given away the contract. Declarer won, took another round of trumps (the robot 
computed that it would be unlikely to be able to ruff a diamond in dummy) and led a low spade. 
West again made the right play of rising with the ace. West shifted to a low diamond to East’s 
queen, which declarer ducked. East continued with the four of diamonds, taken by declarer’s ace. 
On the run of the trump suit, West discarded a club and (very slowly — a lot of computing power 
went into this decision) the two diamond honours, thus avoiding the throw-in and taking the 
contract down. That was extremely well-defended by Bridge Baron to defeat the wiles of Micro 
Bridge. 
 

http://www.bridgebotchampionship.com/


The Winning Journalists of the  
2018 IBPA Awards 

 

          
  

      
Top row:  

Mark Horton, author of Boye Brogeland’s winning Best Declarer Play deal; 
JJ Wang, author of Wang Wenfei and Shen Qi’s Best Bidding deal 

Bottom row: 
Liam Milne, author of GeO Tislevoll’s Best Defence deal; 

Paul Lavings (absent from Sanya), author of Matt Smith’s Best Junior Deal; 
Ron Tacchi, author of Bridge Baron’s Best Computer Deal, awarded the 

Alan Truscott Memorial Award in Orlando. 
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Hainan Bridge Festival


Sanya, Hainan, China

October 25, 2018

John Carruthers




Entrance to the IBPA Awards Ceremony at the Hainan Bridge Festival in Sanya



The Winners – from the Daily Bulletin at the HBF in Sanya




The IBPA Awards Ceremony opens the Hainan Bridge Festival in Sanya




The winners of the 2018 IBPA Awards on stage in Sanya; (l. to r.) Bob Hamman, Boye Brogeland, GeO Tislevoll, Wang WenFei, Shen Qi and Matt Smith




More from the IBPA Awards Ceremony at the Hainan Bridge Festival in Sanya


(All photos from the Hainan Bridge Festival courtesy of the HBF)


IBPA Personality of the Year


Bob Hamman



Bob Hamman, who, at 80, won his thirty-first medal in World Championship play in 2018, 11 more than anyone else.

              

          The 1973 Dallas Aces: Standing (l. to r.)                            Hamman’s 


                   Ira Corn, Mark Blumenthal,                                     autobiography,


                  Bobby Wolff, Mike Lawrence;                                 co-authored with

  Seated (l. to r.) Bobby Goldman, Bob Hamman                      Brent Manley

   

Hamman in Sanya accepting the award as 2018 Personality of the Year

4 of 24




OZ BRIDGE

A Matter of Timing


Paul Lavings, Sydney


Playing for New South Wales in the ANC Youth Interstate Teams event, Matt Smith faced this problem in Round 7 of the Qualifying Round Robin on a board where many declarers failed to make their four-spade contract:


Round 7. Board 11. Dealer South. Neither Vul. 





[
Q 10 9 7 3




]
K 4





{
8 6 5 2





}
A 10



[
6 5


[
8 4 2



]
10 8 2


]
Q 9 7 6 5



{
A J 10 7


{
Q 9



}
K 9 8 3


}
Q J 6





[
A K J





]
A J 3





{
K 4 3





}
7 5 4 2


West
North
East
South


  
Ranson
  
Smith


—
—
—
1NT

Pass
2]1
Pass
2[


Pass
3NT
Pass
4[


Pass
Pass
Pass


1.
Transfer


Smith played with great foresight. West led the eight of hearts; Smith won with the king, cashed the ace of clubs, finessed to the jack of hearts and pitched the ten of clubs on the ace of hearts. He then ruffed a club high, came back to hand with a low trump, ruffed a second club high, came back with another low trump and ruffed a third club. In all, he scored three trump tricks with ace-king-jack, three club ruffs in dummy with the queen-ten-nine, three hearts and a club for ten tricks and 10 IMPs. 


If you let the heart lead run to the jack, the timing is gone for the three club ruffs in dummy. Smith’s line succeeds when the heart finesse wins (by no means a certainty), hearts are no worse than 5-3 and the club ace stands up.

Other Shortlisted Candidates:


Bulletin 
Name
Author


Nov. 2017, p. 15 
Ola Rimstedt 
PO Sundelin



Feb. 2018, p. 7 
Adam Grossack 
Phillip Alder



Oct. 2017, p. 7 
Noah Apteker 
TomTownsend



Oct. 2017, p. 11 
Stig Dybdahl 
Knut Kjærnsrød



Oct. 2017, p. 12 
Ola Rimstedt 
Knut Kjærnsrød

 






 




The Master Point Press


IBPA Book of the Year


(Awarded at the World Bridge Series in Orlando, Oct. 1, 2018)

The Language of Bridge

(Bridge Winners Press)


by Kit Woolsey, USA



From the publisher:


Bridge is a game of communication between partners. As such, the methods of communication used in bridge — the bids we make during the auction and cards we play on defense — constitute a language. Understanding how to speak that language requires more than learning what the different “words” mean; one must know how and why to use these “words.”


Like words in a sentence, an individual bid’s meaning will be augmented and amplified by the context of the auction and sequence of other bids. In order to learn to speak this language fluently, we also have to learn to think correctly. As when we are speaking English, we use our bridge language (“Bringlish”) in the pursuit of a goal. The goal of bidding is to get to the best contract, not to follow some rules or “describe your hand.” The goal of defense is setting the contract or taking the maximum number of tricks, not telling partner what you hold or giving the “right” signal.


Kit Woolsey tackles this subject in characteristic style: clear and logical analysis, supported by numerous example hands. Kit’s unique perspective on bridge offers insights valuable to players of all levels.



Kit Woolsey receives the Master Point Press IBPA


2018 Book of the Year Award from IBPA President Barry Rigal


at the World Bridge Series in Orlando, October 1, 2018


Other Shortlisted Candidates

Augie Boehm, Expert Hand Evaluation, 2017, 142 pp, paperback, $14.95


Fred Gitelman/Jeff Rubens, Playing Suit Combinations, 2017, 96 pp, paperback, $16.95


Eric Kokish/Mark Horton, Close Encounters: Bridge’s Greatest Matches: 1964-2001, Book 1, 2018, 262 pp, paperback, $21.95


Paul Thurston, Playing 2/1 – The Rest of the Story, 2017, 200 pp, paperback, $19.95


Alan Truscott Memorial Award

(Awarded at the World Bridge Series in Orlando, Oct. 1, 2018)




Alan Truscott, circa 1964, The New York Times


The Alan Truscott Award is presented periodically to an individual or organisation that, in the opinion of the IBPA Executive, has done something in the world of bridge that Alan would have approved of and appreciated. Alan was an IBPA Executive member, serving as its president from 1981 to 1985 and was the long-time bridge editor of the New York Times. Alan was also a fine player: before leaving Great Britain for the United States, Alan represented Great Britain internationally, earning a first and second in the European Team Championships and a third in the Bermuda Bowl. Before such things were forbidden, he served as the NPC for Bermuda and Brazil in World Championships.

2018 Recipients: Bridge Baron,


Stephen Smith & Ron Tacchi

The Alan Truscott Memorial Award for 2018 goes to Bridge Baron, competitor in the 2017 Computer Bridge World Championship, its developer Stephen Smith, and the author of the article  in that Championship, Ron Tacchi.



The 21st World Computer Championship

Ron Tacchi, Vaupillon, France

In the World Computer Bridge Championships, the leading scores in the seven-team Round Robin were: Wbridge5 74.36, Synrey Bridge 69.65, Micro Bridge 65.87, RoboBridge 62.52. In the ensuing 64-board semifinals, Wbridge5 defeated RoboBridge 194-109 and Synrey Bridge beat Micro Bridge 131-92. In the final, Wbridge5, created by Yves Costel, topped Synrey, 111-105. Details can be found at www.bridgebotchampionship.com.

Al Levy, coordinator of the World Computer Championships, showed me this example from Round 6 of good defence and equally good play; Micro Bridge faced Bridge Baron.

Dealer West. Both Vul.





[
K 6 4 2





]
8 6





{
8 6





}
Q 8 6 3 2



[
A 10 7


[
Q J 9 5 3



]
4 2


]
10 9



{
K J 7 3 2


{
Q 10 4



}
K 7 5


}
J 10 4





[
8





]
A K Q J 7 5 3





{
A 9 5





}
A 9


West
North
East
South


BB
MB
BB
MB


1{
Pass
1[
4]

Pass
Pass
Pass

West got off to an excellent start by leading a trump. Any other card but a trump or the ace of spades would have given away the contract. Declarer won, took another round of trumps (the robot computed that it would be unlikely to be able to ruff a diamond in dummy) and led a low spade. West again made the right play of rising with the ace. West shifted to a low diamond to East’s queen, which declarer ducked. East continued with the four of diamonds, taken by declarer’s ace. On the run of the trump suit, West discarded a club and (very slowly – a lot of computing power went into this decision) the two diamond honours, thus avoiding the throw-in and taking the contract down. That was extremely well-defended by Bridge Baron to defeat the wiles of Micro Bridge.

The Winning Journalists of the 

2018 IBPA Awards

         

    


Top row: 


Mark Horton, author of Boye Brogeland’s winning Best Declarer Play deal;


JJ Wang, author of Wang Wenfei and Shen Qi’s Best Bidding deal


Bottom row:


Liam Milne, author of GeO Tislevoll’s Best Defence deal;


Paul Lavings (absent from Sanya), author of Matt Smith’s Best Junior Deal;


Ron Tacchi, author of Bridge Baron’s Best Computer Deal, awarded the


Alan Truscott Memorial Award in Orlando.
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Our Personality of the Year, Bob Hamman, was the No. 1-ranked bridge player in the world for more than 20 years. He has won ten Bermuda Bowls, one Team Olympiad, one World Open Pairs, and two Senior Teams world titles; he has 13 World Championship runners-up. Additionally, Hamman has garnered 51 North American Bridge Championships. He has been playing in World Championships since 1964; he is on the very short list for the greatest of all time.


This year, Hamman won his thirty-first World Championship medal, playing in the Rand Senior Teams in Orlando. That is 11 more medals than his nearest competitors, long-time partner Bobby Wolff and Giorgio Belladonna.

When the Dallas Aces were formed by Ira Corn in 1968, Bobby Wolff was charged by Corn with filling out the roster. One of Wolff’s first choices was Hamman, then 30 years old and a full-time rubber-bridge and professional player from California. Other commitments kept Hamman from joining the Aces immediately but, in 1969, he moved permanently to Dallas to join the team. With Coach Joe Musemici instilling military-like discipline and practice drills in the team, they had immediate success, winning the Spingold in 1969, the Reisinger in 1970 and the Vanderbilt in 1971. Bermuda Bowl success followed in 1970 and 1971.

Hamman played with Eddie Kantar in the 1969 Bermuda Bowl. They lost, and promptly terminated their partnership. In 1980, emboldened by Bermuda Bowl successes with other partners, they decided to try again. Before beginning play in a tournament in Reno, Kantar found, as he explained in an entertaining article in the ACBL Bulletin, that he had to review ''Robert's Rules.'' These are not the more-famous “Robert’s Rules of Order”, but rather rules to order the conduct of Robert Hamman's partners. They are:

Rule 1:
If a number of bids are available and one of them is three notrump, bid three notrump.


Rule 2:
Never play Robert for the perfect hand. He never has it.


Rule 3:
If everyone at the table seems to be bidding his head off, trust them, not Robert.


Rule 4: 
When contemplating a slam, always subtract a king from what it sounds like Robert has before deciding whether or not to bid the slam.


Rule 5:
Be practical.


Rule 6:
Do the right thing.


Writing in The New York Times, Alan Truscott stated, “Unfortunately, the rules gave no guidance about situations in which the rules were in conflict. Poor Kantar kept wanting to make aggressive three-notrump bids in accordance with Rule 1, but had to worry about Rules 2 and 3, not to mention 6. When he moved toward a slam and went down one in five spades, he was charged, of course, with having broken Rules 2 and 4.


In the world at large, Bob Hamman is known as the founder and CEO of SCA Promotions, a Dallas-based risk-management firm specializing in sports events and sweepstakes. SCA insured the U.S. Postal Service through Tailwind Sports against Lance Armstrong’s winning his seventh Tour de France. When Armstrong did win, SCA refused to pay after reports that he was a drug cheat surfaced in France and Britain. Armstrong successfully sued SCA for the $5 million bonus and was awarded a $7.5 million decision (including costs) by the courts. SCA successfully countersued when Armstrong admitted drug cheating with PEDs, reportedly being awarded $10 million in early 2015. SCA reached a settlement agreement with Armstrong later in that year.


A film by Stephen Frears about Armstrong and the pervasive performance-enhancing drug culture of the U.S. Postal Service cycling team called The Program premiered at the 2015 Toronto International Film Festival. Hamman was a character in the film, played by Dustin Hoffman. When asked when he planned to arrive in Toronto for the film, Hamman, revealing his priorities, replied, “I need to be in Dallas – it’s on a football Sunday. I’ll catch it when it comes to Dallas.”

Keri Klinger Memorial


Declarer Play of the Year


Winner: Boye Brogeland (Norway)

Journalist: Mark Horton (England)

Article: The Lion in Winter


Event: 2nd European Winter Games, Open Teams Quarterfinals, Monte Carlo, February 2018

Source: Daily Bulletin #7, p. 7



Boye Brogeland in Sanya, accepting the award for the


Keri Klinger Memorial Declarer Play of the Year




The Lion in Winter

Mark Horton, Sutton Benger, UK


Board 18. Dealer East. NS Vul.





[
Q





]
Q J 9





{
K Q 8 2





}
A 8 7 6 5



[
J 10 5 4


[
K 8 6 3



]
3


]
10 8 2



{
A J 10 9 5


{
7 3



}
J 4 2


}
K Q 9 3





[
A 9 7 2





]
A K 7 6 5 4





{
6 4





}
10


Netherlands Red had taken a narrow 5-IMP lead against Mahaffey in their quarterfinal match. The Closed Room had finished play while there were still seven deals to play at the other table. Nothing bad had happened for either team, but there were no obvious deals on which Mahaffey could hope to gain. By the time board 18 settled on the table Mahaffey had narrowed the gap with a couple of overtricks. Close to 4000 spectators already knew the result in the other room:


Closed Room


West
North
East
South


Zia
Verbeek
Meckstroth
Molenaar


—
—
Pass
1]


2{
2NT
Pass
4]


All Pass


West led the four of spades and declarer won with the ace and played a diamond to the king. When it held, he cashed the ace of clubs, and cross-ruffed spades and clubs, eventually pitching a diamond on the fourth club, finishing with eleven tricks, plus 650.


Open Room


West
North
East
South


Nab 
Lindqvist 
Drijver 
Brogeland


— 
— 
Pass 
1]


Pass 
2} 
Pass 
2]


Pass 
3] 
Pass 
4}*


Pass 
4{* 
Pass 
4NT*


Pass 
5}* 
Pass 
5{*


Pass 
6{* 
Pass 
6]


All Pass


The players had no way of knowing that the auction in this room ensured that this would be the deal that decided the outcome of the match. We had quite a few kibitzers in the Bulletin Room. The general feeling was that declarer would be unlikely to find the winning line – after all, the problem had proved too much for Helgemo.


West led the two of clubs and declarer won with the ace. He ruffed a club and played a diamond. West took the ace and returned the jack and declarer won with the king and continued with the queen. East ruffed with the eight of hearts and declarer overruffed, cashed the ace of spades, ruffed a spade, ruffed a club, ruffed a spade, ruffed a club, ruffed a spade and played a diamond, collecting East’s ten-two of hearts. Bravo Boye from the thousands watching online. The 13 IMPs so brilliantly earned on this deal proved decisive.


This is a fascinating hand, with many complex facets.


In simple terms, declarer starts with six trump tricks, two aces and at least one diamond. That makes it clear that declarer will need to ruff some spades, so the drawing of trumps must be postponed. As it happens the only lead that defeats the slam (in theory, as it is still possible for the defence to go wrong) is a trump. Declarer wins in dummy, cashes the ace of clubs, ruffs a club and plays a diamond. Say West takes the ace. It is now essential to play a second diamond. If West plays, for example, a spade for the queen, king and ace, declarer ruffs a spade and can then play trumps, squeezing West in the pointed suits (of course its better to establish the clubs!) A trump lead is an unlikely choice, as it may pick up partner’s holding, but there is one aspect that is worth noting. Give West the eight of hearts and East the ten-three-two and now the only lead that allows the slam to make is the ace of diamonds!


Declarer will win the diamond continuation, cash the ace of clubs, ruff a club, cash the ace of spades, ruff a spade and play the queen of diamonds, when East has no good move. If West leads a club, declarer wins with dummy’s ace, ruffs a club and plays a diamond. Now West must duck, only taking the ace after declarer has ruffed another club, and plays a second diamond. A trump switch now is in time to beat the contract, perhaps safer than playing the ten of diamonds, as partner must ruff with the ten of hearts, which brings the heart eight into the game.

Other Shortlisted Candidates


Bulletin
Player 
Author


Jan. 2018, p. 5 
Jan Hugo Lie 
Knut Kjærnsrød



Jul. 2018, p. 7 
Roy Welland
Barry Rigal



Oct. 2018, p. 11 
Geir Helgemo 
Knut Kjærnsrød



Aug. 2017,p. 10
Ron Tacchi 
Mark Horton



Nov. 2017, p. 7 
Sylvia Shi 
Daniel Korbel



Dec. 2017, p.9 
Magdalena Tichá 
Jos Jacobs




Li Jie (Jerry) explains to an enthralled audience how Boye Brogeland made six hearts on the Keri Klinger Memorial Declarer Play of the Year

Gidwani Family Trust


Defence of the Year



Dilip Gidwani, representing IBPA in Sanya


Winner: GeO Tislevoll (New Zealand)

Journalist: Liam Milne (Australia)


Article: Viking Bridge – Unwanted Gift


Event: 2018 North Island Teams (NZ)

Source: IBPA Bulletin 639, April 2018, p. 3



GeO Tislevoll, winner of the Gidwani Family Trust Defence of the Year
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Unwanted Gift

Liam Milne, Sydney

When one must give declarer something eventually, it is often right to make that gift as soon as possible. Sometimes an early concession will come at an inconvenient moment for your opponent.

Board 27. Dealer South. Neither Vul. 





[
K 10 9 7 6 5 2




]
J





{
J 6 4





}
K J



[
Q


[
J 8 3



]
5 4


]
A K Q 10 7 3 2



{
K Q 10 9 3

{
A



}
Q 10 4 3 2

}
9 8


 


[
A 4





]
9 8 6





{
8 7 5 2





}
A 7 6 5


West
North
East
South


—
—
—
Pass

Pass
3[
4]
Pass


Pass
Pass


This deal is from the 2018 North Island Teams in New Zealand.


South (Michael Ware) led the ace of spades. With a singleton of the suit led in dummy, North/South play suit preference at trick one, so North (GeO Tislevoll) played the two of spades to signal for clubs. Ware duly played the ace of clubs followed by the five of clubs to the king. With three tricks in the bag, Tislevoll paused to consider the situation. Let’s walk with him through what we know as North, followed by what we must assume to beat the contract.


Partner is a passed hand and has already shown up with two aces. He can’t hold the ace of diamonds as well, and if he has a natural trump trick, declarer will go down whatever we play.


How many clubs do partner and declarer have? It looks like partner has four clubs and declarer has two, but it’s possible that partner is the one with the doubleton. If so, we’ll have to hope partner turns up with a trump trick. So, we can safely assume declarer has no more clubs left.


What about the spade suit? With four spades, partner would definitely have bid four spades, and with three he would often have pushed on to four spades anyway, knowing that there looked to be a ten-card fit. Besides, if declarer has only one spade left, it’s hard to see what we can do to create another trick.

Given the lack of prospects in the minors, is there any chance of promoting a trump trick for partner? Yes: if partner has no spades left, we can simply play a spade, and partner will be able to ruff in front of dummy with a heart higher than the five. But is there any real rush to do this? Not really. If declarer has 4=6=1=2 shape, we can afford to play anything. Declarer can’t run the diamonds, as they are blocked, and he will have to play spades himself. Partner can ruff in front of dummy and return a trump, and we shall make two more spades later.


How can we beat the contract if declarer has only three spades? A trump shift would appeal to many, given dummy’s spade shortness and lack of long trumps. Projecting the play, however, the trump shift can’t really work. Declarer will win the switch and either draw trumps and run the diamonds, or ruff a spade over to dummy and play off dummy’s myriad minor-suit winners. Denying declarer two ruffs doesn’t do anything because he was never going to take two ruffs.


If declarer can run a minor suit, we aren’t likely to beat this contract. The focus must be on declarer holding good trumps, the bare ace of diamonds, no more clubs, and three spades. On the critical layouts, therefore, declarer most likely has 3=7=1=2 shape. Declarer’s key problem is where to park the two spade losers. The 3=7=1=2 shape is one of the many layouts where a trump shift does nothing good for us, and likewise a diamond shift won’t work. Declarer will win the diamond, take one round of trumps and then play as if we had switched to trumps.


Assuming our play matters, neither a diamond nor a heart is doing anything good, so it has to be a spade and it has to be now, counter-intuitively giving declarer a chance for a ruff in the dummy immediately. Which spade – the king or a low one?


If partner has the jack of spades, both plays are the same, so assume declarer started with three spades to the jack. Playing the king, ruffed in the dummy, sets up declarer’s jack. He will draw trumps and claim, still assuming the trumps are solid. So, Tislevoll played a low spade at trick four. The full deal was exactly as he had imagined it to be, and this time his play mattered a lot! Declarer won with the jack, but this unwanted gift came too early to be useful. If declarer drew trumps, he’d be left with a losing spade. If declarer instead tried to ruff his last spade, South would have ruffed in front of dummy to beat the contract.


This deal was aesthetically appealing, not only because of the nice play and unusual theme, but also because of the situation declarer found himself in at the end: he had been gifted a cheap trick by the opponents and there were about fifteen tricks between declarer’s hand and dummy, yet there was no way to come to ten tricks!


Other Shortlisted Candidates


Bulletin
Player(s)
Author


Jul. 2017, p.7 
Aida & Jan Jansma
David Berkowitz



Apr. 2018, p. 3 
GeO Tislevoll 
Liam Milne



Sep. 2017, p. 20 
Mike Becker/Allan Graves 
John Carruthers




Nov. 2017, p. 16 
Geir Helgemo 
Peter Gill



Mar. 2018, p. 16
Judy Scown 
Terry Brown

Yeh Bros. Best Bid Deal of the Year

Winners: Wang Wenfei/Shen Qi (China)

Journalist: Jian-Jian Wang (USA)

Article: 7 Is Better Than 8

Event: 2017 Venice Cup, Round 21, China v. USA2

Source: IBPA Bulletin 637, February 2018, p. 10



Wang WenFei and Shen Qi receive the award for the

Yeh Bros. Best Bid Hand of the Year


7 Is Better Than 8

JJ Wang, College Park, MD



It is often very difficult, if not impossible, to play in a superior seven-card fit rather than an inferior eight-card fit. This is mainly because players generally rate the shape of the hand higher than the location of the high-card points.


Qi Shen and Wenfei Wang, playing as the anchor pair for the Chinese Women’s Team, showed us a perfect example of how to accomplish this tough task on the last board of their final Venice-Cup round-robin match against USA2.


Board 32. Dealer West. EW Vul.
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10 8 5




]
9 8 2





{
10





}
10 9 8 7 6 4



[
K


[
A Q J 9 3 2



]
A K Q J 5


]
4 3



{
A J 5 3


{
Q 9 6 2



}
Q 5 3


}
A





[
7 6 4





]
10 7 6





{
K 8 7 4





}
K J 2


West
North
East
South


Shen
Jenkins
W. Wang
Winestock


1}1
Pass
1[2
Pass


2]
Pass
2[
Pass


2NT3
Pass
3[
Pass


4{4
Pass
4NT5
Pass


5{6
Pass
5NT7
Pass


7] 8
Pass
7[9
Pass


Pass
Pass


1.
16+ HCP


2.
5+ spades, 8+ HCP


3.
Waiting


4.
Diamond control


5.
Roman Key-Card Blackwood


6.
0 or 3 key cards


7.
Asks for specific kings


8.
I believe we have 13 tricks in hearts


9.
Here is the best spot


The play was simple, and Wenfei soon recorded plus 2210.


The key moments in the auction were:


(i.)
Two notrump and three spades. Both players showed great ability in hand evaluation and keen table sense by focusing on their strong primary suit rather than introducing the mediocre second suit, in this case the four-card diamond suit.


(ii.)
The control-bid of four diamonds with the singleton king of spades in support. This confirmed spades as trumps, paving the road to the best contract.


(iii.)
The two-round Roman Key-Card Blackwood bids are very clear-minded.


At the other table:


West
North
East
South


Moss
Huang
Goldberg
N. Wang


1]
Pass
1[
Pass

2NT
Pass
3}1
Pass


3{
Pass
4{
Pass


4[2
Pass
4NT3
Pass


5] 4
Pass
6{
Pass


Pass
Pass


1.
Asking


2.
Control in spades


3.
Roman Key-Card Blackwood


4.
2 key cards without the diamond queen


It was somewhat lucky for Moss to find Huang’s singleton diamond to be the ten, as she might even have gone down if the singleton had been the king or a low card. Making six diamonds was good for plus 1370, but 13 IMPs to China.


Among the 22 teams in the quest for the Venice Cup, half of them made six diamonds the final contract, and two declarers went down.  Two pairs played in six hearts, three in six spades, and one in six notrump. Two stopped in three notrumps, and one in four spades. Only two pairs reached a grand slam, and Qi and Wenfei were the only pair landing in seven spades, the best contract. The other grand-slam bidders chose seven hearts, which required some good fortune after a club lead. 


This deal helped China en route to a 67-5 win, which converted to 20:0 in VP.

Other Shortlisted Candidates:


Bulletin 
Player(s) 
Author


Sep. 2017, p. 21 
Andrew Robson/David Gold 
Mark Horton



Apr. 2018, p. 14
Geoff Hampson
John Carruthers



May 2018, p.12 
Neil Rosen 
Andrew Robson



Jul. 2017, p.10 
Andrew Rosenthal/Marion Michielsen 
David Bird


Richard Freeman


Junior Deal of the Year

Winner: Matt Smith (Australia)


Journalist: Paul Lavings (Australia)

Article: A Matter of Timing

Event: 2017 ANC Youth Interstate Teams

Source: IBPA Bulletin 631, August 2017, p. 9



Matt Smith accepts the award for the Richard Freeman Junior Deal of the Year
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